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AND OTHER 


"i Cnvxcuss, equally refuſed and re- 
futed, in a two-fold Apology for the Church 
and People of God, called in Deriſion, Quakers, 


WHEREIN . 


ey are vindicated from thoſe that accuſe them of Diſorder and Confu- 
2 on the one Hand, and from ſuch as calumniate them with Tyranny 
nd Impoſition on the other; ſhewing, that as the true and pure Prin- 
ples of the Goſpel are reſtored by their Teſtimony 3 ſo is alſo the an- 
n Apoſtolick ORDER of the Church pf Chriſt re-eſtabliſhed . | 
them, _ ſettled upon its right Baſis m4 Foundation. | 
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. Let nothing be done through ſtrife or vain Glory; but i in Lows | 


eſt of Mind let each eſteem other better than themſelves. 
b. 4 . Remember = that have the Rule over you, who bave * 


n you the Word of God, wheſe Faith follow. 3 
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UCH is the Malignity of Man's Nature in bis 
fallen State, and ſo averſe is he from walking in | 
0 ſtraight and even Path of 35 that at every 
ſurn he is inclinable to lean either to the Right-hand or 
0 the Left ; yea, ſuch as by the Wort of 2 's Grace 
in their Hearts, and power ful Operation of his Spirit, 
have obtained an Entrance in this Way, are daily no- 
ed, and jet upon, on all Hands ; ſome ſtriving to draw . 
hem the one Way, ſome the other: And if through. the 


oer of God they be kept faithful and ſtable then are 


they calummated on both Sides; each likening or com- 
poring them to the Worſt of their Enemies. f 
Thoſe that are acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, 
may obſerve this to je the Lot of the Saints in all Ages; 
 W# e/pecrally thoſe, whoſe Place it hath been to reform 
u reſtore the Ruins of the Houſe of God, when decay. 
d: Hence thoſe that ſet about repairing of the Walls 
f Jeruſalem, were neceſſitated to work with (be one 
and, and defend with the other. 55 
Chriſt 5 is accuſed of the Jews as a Samaritan; nd 

be Samaritans quarrelled with for being a Jew. 1 
e Apoſtle Paul is whipped and impriſoned by be 
Pentiles, and upbraided with being a Jew, and beach. 
their Cuſtoms ; the ſame Paul is hawled, and ready 
be killed by the Jews, for breaking the Law,' and de- 
lng the Temple with the Gentiles. The like hath- 
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alſo befallen theſe faithful Witneſſes and Meſſen gerz, N eve 
hοm God has raiſed up in this Day to witneſs for hui bot! 
Truth, which hath long been in a great Meaſure hid; an 
but now. ig again revealed, and many brought to b Tri 
Witneſſes of it, who thereby arg come to walk in thefÞ Evi 
or. | Pro 

This People thus gathered, have not wanted th afy 
Trials, that uſually accompany the Church of Chriſt. the 


both on the Right-hand and on the Left, each cha- 
racteriaing them in ſuch Terms, as they have Judged 
2vould prove moſt to their Diſadvantage. From whent, 
(as the Teſtimony of the falſe Witneſſes againſt ou 
Lord did not agree, neither do theſe againſt us) ſont 
chill have us to be foohiſh mad Creatures; others to be 
deep, ſubtil Politicians ; * me to be illiterate, ig. 
| norant Fellows; others to be learned, 


us in Latin, he 
fears we will 
not underſtand 


it. And Tho- 


mas Danſon a- 
bout the ſame 


time accuſes _ 


us of being 
Jeſuits, ſent 
from abroad 
under this Vi- 
zard. + 


_— 


Men, by t 


* over cunning Jeſuits, under a meer Figard: 
fo much igno- Divers Profeſſors will have us to be only 
ance, that Penſioners of the Pope, wndoubted) 
writes againſt Papiſts; but the Papiſts abher us ar 


Hereticks: Sometimes we are: a difor- 
derly, confuſed Rabble, leaving ever) 
one to do as they liſt, againſt all got 


Order and Government ; at other 


Times wwe are ſo much for Order, as ut 


admit not Men to exerciſe the Liberty 


their own Fudgments. Thus are our Ne. 


pulations tofſed by the envy of our. Adver- 


faries; which yet cannot but have thi 


Effect upon: ſober minded People, as to ſet 


ICE works againſt us ; and how theſe 
heir contradiftory Aſſertions concerning us, 
dave us the 


tes; and upon our appearing for the Trut 


Pains, while they refute one another. 
V, wwe have laboured to walk amidſt theſe 


h, 
Wo 
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for hy 
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in the 


1 Fe hoſe 
Chriſt, 
h cha- 
judged 
whence 
nfl our 
) ſome 
rs to be 
te, ig. 
ned, 
Z ard: 
be only 
tbtedly 


"US AS 


difor- 


7 every 
J ond 
other 
as we 
erty q 
ur Ne. 
Adver- 
g this 
5 toſee 
v. theſe 
ng un, 
her. 
2 theſe 
Truth, 
de 


De PRE FAC E tothe Reader. v 
ur have found Things good in themſelves abuſed" 
both Hands : for fuch hath always been the Work of 
an Apoſtacy, to keep up the Shadow of certain 
Truths ; that there-through they might ſhelter other 
Evils. Thus the Jews made uſe of the Law and the 
Prophets to vindicate their Abuſes; yea, and to cru- 
% Chriſt: And how much many Chriſtians abuſe 
the Scriptures and the Traditions, of the ApoſHes, 


| to uphold Things quite contrary to them, will in the 


13 be readily acknowledged by moſt, 

But to deſcend more - particularly ; There 54-1 two 
Things e/pecrally, both of which in their primitive 
Uſe were appointed ; and did very much contribute 
inwards the Edification of the Church : The one 4x00 

The Power and Authority, which the 
Apoſtles had given them of Chriſt, for I. 
the gathering, building up, and govern- 
ing of his Church; by Virtue of which Power and 
Authority they alſo wrote the Holy Scriptures. 

The other is, That Privilege given 
to every Chriſtian under the Goſpel, to* "ah 
beled and guided by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and to be taught thereof in all Things. 

Now, both theſe in the Primitive-Church corourht 
efetually towards the ſame End of Ediſication; and 
ad (as in their Nature they may, and in their 8 
they ought to av) in a good Harmony very wvell cmi 


together : But by the Wortings of Satan, and P 
ver/ene/s of Men, they are made to fight againſt ond” 


deſtroy one another. For on the one Hand the Autho- 
rity and Power, that reſided in the Apoſtles, while . 
ties annexed and entailed to an cuj¹ Ordination 
and Succeſſion of Teachers, is made Uſe ef io chat 
and cover all Menner of Abuſes, even the Hei pht of 
_ ard pere Fer * Virtue of this . 
| Bank tens 


% * 


Succeſſion theſe Men claimin 


th 
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the like Infallibility, that 
was in the yori (though they be Strangers to ary 
inward Work or Manifestation of the Spirit in their 
Hearts) will needs oblige all others to acquieſce and 
agree to their Concluſions, however different from, or 
contrary to, the Truths of the Goſpel, and yet for any 
to call ſuch Concluſions in Dueſtion, or examine them, 
is no leſs than a heinous Hereſy, deſerving Death, 
Ec. Or while the Revelation of God's Mind is 
<vholly bound up to thefe Things already delivered in 
the Scriptures ( as if God bad ſpoke his laſt Words there 


to his People) we are put with our 


* 8 cath cron natural Underſtandings to debaiz 
= noted about the Meanings of them, and forced io 
| ray Profit interpret them, not as they plainly ſpeak, 
ons, in his Ex- Gut according to the . Analogy of a certain 
2 Faith made by Men, not ſo much con- 
a trived to anſwer the Scriptures, as tbe 


which to doubt of, is alſo counted Here- 
8 Jy. deſerving no leſs than Ejefion out of our native 
Country, and to be robbed of the common Aid our Nati- 
ity entitles us to. And on this Hand, we may boldiy ſay, 
both Papiſts and Proteſtants have greatly gone aſide. 


On the other Hand, ſome are ſo great Pretenders tt 
inward Motions and Revelations of the Spirit, hat 


there are no Extravagancies fo wild, which they will 
not cloak with them; and ſo much are they for every 


One's following their own Mind, as can admit of ub 


Chriſtian . Fellowſhip and Community, nor of that 


Cod Or der and Dikcipline, which the Church of Chriſt 
7 his gives an open 
pl Libertiniſm, and brings great Reproach 10 


never. was, nor can be without. 
D 0 or. \ a 


the CMiian Faith. 


And on this Hand have foully 
2 en 5 1 called, John of 
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The PREFACE to the Reader. vii 
Leyden, Knipperdolling, 62. (in Caſe theſe mon- 


ftraus Things committed by them be ſuch as they are re- 


lated) and ſome more moderate of that Kind have been 


found among the People in England, called Ranters : 


it is true, the People called Quakers Bave been 
branded with both of theſe Extreams, it is as true, it hath 
been and is their Wark to avoid them; and to be found 
in that even and good Path of the Primitive-Church, 
where all were (no Doubt) led and ated by the Holy 
Spirit ; and might all have propheſied one by one; 
and yet there was a Subjection of the Prophets to the 
Spirits of the Prophets. There was an Authori 
ſame had in the Church, and yet it was for Edifica- 
tion, and not for Deſtruction: There was an Obe- 
dience in the Lord t ſuch as were ſet over; and a 
tems taught by ſuch, and yet a knawing of the inward 
Anointing, by which each Individual was to be led into 
all T 4255 The Work and Teſtimony the Lord hath 


geber 45, 55 to reſtore this again, and to ſet both theſe 


m their right Place, without cauſing them to deftroy 
ome another. To manifeſt how this is accompliſhed, and 
rcomphiſhing among us, is the Buſineſs of this Treatiſe x; 
which, I bope, will give ſome Satisfaction to Men of ſo- 
ber fudgments, and impartial and unprejudicate Spiritss 
and may be made uſeful in the good Hand-of ibe Lord, 
to (A and eftabliſh Friends againſt their preſent 
Oppoſers ; which is mainly intended, aud earneſtly 
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Seftion * HE Introdufton and Method of IF: 
this Treatiſe. | 5 


Section II. Concerning the Wand and Cauſe 7 
a; this Controverſy. 


* 455 * 
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Seftion III. Whether there be any 8 of Go 
| | vernment in the Church of Chriſt, 
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Section IV: Of the Order and Government/u 
Ha th plead for. 


Sefton V. In what Caſes, and how for, this G6: 


vernment extends. 


; Section VI. How for this Government extends in 
2 | Matters ſPiritual, and n conſcientious. 


Section VII. eee the Power of Deciſion; 


Section VIII. Hew this Government altogether di if- 
' fereth from the Oppreſſing and Perſecuting. Princi-; 
pality of the Church of Rome, and other ani 
rg Aﬀemblies. 


The” "CONCLUSION. 
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in his own appointed Time The K The tngatte. 
had ſeen meet to put an bra — 

Lad to the Diſpenſation of the el Pie. 
law, which was delivered to the n recited, * 
Children . of Iſrael, by the Mini» © 945 268 
try of Moſes ; "through and by whom he did 
aamunicate unto them in the Wildernefs from 
Mount Sinai, divers Commandments, Ordinances, a 
Ippointments and Obſervations; e 8 
tbey are teſtified in the Writings of the-Lx | 
it pleaſed him to ſend his own, Son the ar . 
eus Chriſt in the Fulneſs of Time; ho har. 

ig perfectly fulfilled the Law, and the Righ⸗ 
tehuſneſs . gave Witneſs to the Diſpen⸗-⸗ 

ation of che Golpel: : And having approved” 


FW, and the ee of his We 
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2 The Anarchy of the Rantzrs, &; Sect. I. 
many great and wonderful Signs and Miracles, 
He ſealed it with his Blood; and triumphing over 
Death (of which it was impoſſible for him to be 
held) He cheriſhed and encouraged his deſpiſed 
Witcneſſes, who had believed in him, in that he 
appeared to them, after he was raiſed from the 
Dead; comforting them with the Hope and 
Aſſurance of the pouring forth of his Spirit, by 
which they were to be led and ordered in all 
Things ; in and by which, He was to be with 
them to the End of the World, not ſuffering 
the Gates of Hell to prevail againſt them. By 
which Spirit come upon them, they being filled, 
were emboldned to preach the Goſpel without 
Fear; and, in a ſhort Time, Thouſands were add- 
ed to the Church; and the Multitude of them 
that believed, were of one Heart, and of one 
Soul, and great Love and Zeal prevailed, and 
there was nothing lacking for a Seaſon. 

But all that were caught in the Net, did not 
prove good and wholeſome Fiſh; 


Tue bees ert ſome were again to be caſt into 


Aden, that Ocean, from whence they were 
che Aroſties drawn: Of thoſe many that were 
Day. aalled, all proved not choſen Vet 


ſels, fit for the Maſter's Uſe ; and 
of all that were brought into the great Supper 

and Marriage of the King's Son, there were that 
' were found without the Wedding-Garment.--- 
Some made a ſhew for a Seaſon, and afterwards 


fell away; there were that drew back; there 
were that made Shipwreck of Faith, and of 3 
good Conſcience : There were not only ſuch a5 


did backflide themſelves, but fought to dra 


Others ry 5 


Babes; yet are all 
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chers into the ſame Perdition with themſelves, 


feeking to overturn their Faith alſo; yea, there 
were that brought in damnable Hereiics, even 
denying the Lord that bought them. And alſo 
of thoſe Members that became not wholly cor» 
rupt (for ſome were never again reſtored by Re- 
pentance) there were that were weak, and ſickly, 
and young ; ſome were to be fed with Milk, 
and not with ſtrong Meat; ſome were to be 
purged, when the old Leaven received any 
Place; and ſome to be cut off for a Seaſon, to 
de ſnut out (as it were) of the Camp for a Time, 
until their Leproſy was healed, and then to be 
nnn. 
Moreover, as to Outwards, there was the Care 


of the Strangers, c. Therefore 3 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the TheOxgerin 
Head of the Body, the Church (for ws. _ 
the Church is the Body of Chriſt, _ G : 
and the Saints are the ſeveral Mem- TOR 

ders of that Body) knowing in his infinite Wiſe 
dom, what was needful for the good ordering 
and diſpoſing all Things in their proper Place, 
and for preſerving and keeping all Things in their 
right Station, did, in the Diſpenſation and Com- 
munication of his Holy Spirit, miniſter unto 
every Member, a Meaſure of the ſame Spirit, yet 


diverſe according to Operation, for the Edifica- 
don of the Body; ſome Apoftles, ſome Teachers, 
ome Paſtors, ſome Elders : There are old Men, 
a there are young Men, there are Babes. For all are 
not Kpeſtles, neither are all Elders, neither are 
Members: And as oo 


B 2 


of the Poor, of the Widow, of the Fatherleſs, 


m—_— 
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all have a Senſe and Feeling of the Life of the I mc 
Body, which from the Head, flows unto all the gre 
Body, as the Ointment of Aaron's Beard, unto the! 
'Stirts of his Garment : And every Member ha; by 
its Place and Station in the Body, ſo long as it ly! 
keeps in the Life of the Body; and all have need He: 
one of another; yet is no Member to aſſume ¶ re 
another Place in the Body, than God has given in t 
it; nor yet to grudge or repine its fellow Mem- Nin 
ber's Place; but to be content with its own ; {moi 
For the uncomely Parts are no lefs needful not 
than the comely ; and the leſs honourable than din 
the more honourable ; which the Apoſtle Pauli ſure 
holds forth in 1 Cor. 12. from Verſe 13 toWcant 


," oW- 

of * Now the Ground of all Schiſms WWe: 
"ee os Diviſions or Rents in the Body is be d 
Divfions, When as any Member aſſumes ano-fior 
"I ther Place than is allotted it; H 
being gone from the Life and Unity of the Body, Sn 
and loling the Senſe of it, lets in the Murmur- T. 
er, the Eye that watches for Evil, and not in vecei 
holy Care over its Fellow Members: And then, Itheſe 
inſtead of coming down to Judgment in it/elf,Whavu 
will ſtand up and judge its Fellow Members, yei 
the whole Body, or thoſe whom God has ſet in 
a more honourable and eminent Place in the Body 
than itſelf. Such ſuffer not the Word of Ex 
hortation; and term the Reproofs of InſtrucY}.»Ne 
tion (which is the Way of Life) Impo/etion andOpen 
- Oppre/jion, and are not aware how far theyſihin 
are in the Things they condemn others for tie ir 
while they ſpare not to reprove and revile alſo be 
their Fellow Members: Yet if they be but ad 


moniſhed 
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moniſhed themſelves, they cry out, as if their 
great Charter of Goſpel Liberty were broken. 

Now though ſuch, and the Spirit f 
by which oy are ated, be ſufficient- The Subtilty 
ly ſeen and felt by Thouſands, whoſe of that Spi- 
Hearts God has ſo eſtabliſhed; as they 
are out of Danger of being intangled 
in that Snare, and who have Power and Strength 
in themſelves to judge that Spirit, even in its 
moſt ſubtil Appearances; yet there are, who can- 
not ſo well withitand the Subtilty, and ſeemin 
Sincerity ſome ſuch pretend to, though in Mea- 
jure they have a Sight of them; and others, that 
cannot ſo rightly diſtinguiſh between the Preci- 
dus and the Vile; and ſome there are that through 
Weakneſs, and want of true Diſcerning, may 
be deceived, and the Simplicity in them betrayed 
for a Seaſon; as it is written, With fair Speeches 
and ſncot h Wi ords, they deceive the Hearts of FOR 
Simple. 

Therefore having, according to my W 
received an Opening in my Underſtanding as to 
theſe Things, from the Light of the Lord, and 
having been for ſome Time under the weighty 
Senſe of them, I find at this Inſtant a Freedom 


tocommit them to Writing, for the more uni- 
verſal Benefit and Edification of _ Church of 
Chriſt. 


nſtrue Now FA the more. plain and clear -_ 

n andOpening and Underſtanding of theſe be Tide 
they 4 it is fit to ſum up this 1 
for i tiſe in theſe following n nie 1 

es 10 Ivo: 8 of: 85 CID 
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1. Firſt, Fromwhence the Ground and an 

jag, Caulſe of this Controverſy s 15, the Ri 5 co 
ne Root of it? - m 
II. SGecondly, Whether there be now | H. 
aà2ny Order and Government in the ſci 
| Church of Chriſt e | an 
II. Thirdly, Mat is the Order and rec 


- of * 


Cotlerniachs which we plead for? n Ge 
<ohat Caſes, and how far it may extend? In whom the 
the Power dec iſive is, and how it differeth* And is for 
wholly another, than the oppreſſing and perſecuting I ny 
Principality of the Church of — and he cat 
Antchrifi Aſemblies. 


'SxgcTron I. 


"Concerning the 8 and Cauſe of this C 0 v. 
c TROVE RSY. 4 


hs HEN as the Lord God by Juc 
| "The fr Daws- his mighty Power began to 55 6 
"oo 1 viſit the Nations with the Dawn- 

Lord deſcribed. ing of his heavenly Day (for thus! ly, 
15 urite unto. thoſe that have received 
and believed the Truth) and that he ſent forth his Var 
Inſtruments, hom he had fitted and prepared for 
His Work, having faſhioned them not according to 10 
the Wiſdom 104 Wilt of Man, but to his own 555 
| heavenly Wiſdom and Counſel, Yer: went forth} 
| and preached the Goſp in the Evi 
And break- dence and Danokiirition of the ; 

a, » forth. 8 pirit: : Not i in the enticing Words e 7; 
. of Man' 5 Wiſdom; but 1 in TY r 


b. l. + The Controverſy State. 
4 6g J ance as Fools and Mad, to thoſe that judged ac- 


» Riſe cording to Man, But their Words and Teſti- 


mony pierced through into the inner Man in the 
Heart, and reached to that of God in the Con- 
„ the | ſcience ; whereby as many as were ſimple-hearted, 
I zd waited for the Redemption of their Souls, 
r ang received them as the Meſſengers of the moſt high 
„en! Cod; and their Words were unto them, not as 
whim the Words of Men, but as the Words of God 3 
114 i; for in the receiving and embracing the Teſtimo- 
ay of Truth through them, they felt their Souls 
eaſed, and the acceptable Day began to dawn in 
and upon them. > TY On 
Now what Evidence brought theſe Men to make 
their Teſtimony to be received? Did they entice ? 
Did they flatter? Did they daub up? Did they 
preach Liberty to the Fleſh or Will of Man ? Nay 
verily, they uſed no ſuch Method: Their Words 
were as Thunder-Bolts, krigeking down all that 
ſtood in their Way, and Pouring down the 
judgment of God upon the Head of the Tranſ- 


rofeſſor more than the open Profane ? Nay vert- 
ly, they condemned equally the Hypocriſy of the 
one, as well as the Profanity of the other; yet 
wanted they not Regard to the tender Seed and 
Plant of God in either. Did they give way? 
Did they yield to the Wiſdom of Man? To the 


Jes not yet this to be wwrong, or the other Thing to 
Words be my Duty? How did they knock down this Man- 
ppeu- Aer of Reaſoning by the Spirit of God, which 

* = I] wrought 
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7 or every where. Did they ſpare the zealous 


inf] Peceitfulneſs of the Serpent, that would reaſom « | 
b Truth for themſelves, ſaying, [muſt tay until. I 
„. #2 convinced of this, and that, and the other Thing; 
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wrought mightily in them, ſhewing and holding 
forth, that this is the Day of the Lord that is 
4 dawned: that all are ted to come; that none 
. ought to tarry behind; that that which ſo plead- 
eth is the ſame Spirit Which of old Time ſaid in 
thoſe that were invited, I cannot come yet, I muſt 


Vrſt 15. a Wife; I muſt go prove my Yoke of 


Oxen; I muſt go viſit my Poſſeſſwns ; let me firſi 
- bury. my dead Father. Did not the Lord through 
. them t and declareagainſttheſe Things? And 


is there not a Cloud of Witneſſes, who felt the 
Enemy thus reaſoning to keep us in the Forms, 
Fellowſhips, falſe Worſhips, and foolith Faſhions, 
of this World? But we: felt, as we were obedi- 
ent, all theſe Things to be for Condemnation ; and 
That, as we obeyed the pure Manifeſtation of the 
Light of Jeſus in our Hearts, there was no He. 
tation. We might and ſhould have parted with 
all thoſe Things at the Firſt ; and what occaſion- 
ed ſuch Scruples, was but that which drew back, 
-through being unwilling to give pure Obedience 
to the Croſs of Chriſt : For as many as gave Obe 
dience and believed in the Light, found no Oc- 
caſion of ſtumbling ; but ſuch as believed not 
were condemned already, becauſe they believed 

not in him that appeared. Now the 


he Courage Boldneſs, and Courage, and Effica- 
e Mel- cy of theſe Meſſengers Teſtimony, 


wrought ſuch. Aſtoniſhment, Fear 
| and Amazement in the Hearts of 
ſuch as were ingenuous, that many began to be 
in wardly pricked, as in the Days of old, and the 
Foundations of many began to be ſhaken | # and 
* "Me were alloep were e awakened, and many 
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that were dead and buried in the Graves of Sin, 
and Formality, and Superſtition, and Idolatry of 
all Sorts, were alarmed; and many were 8 
in from the Hedges, and the High-Ways, and 
the Truth was received by Thouſands with great 
Cheerfulneſs, and a Readineſs of Mind: And the 
Feet of thoſe were beheld to be beautiful upon 
the Mountains, that brought the glad Tidings of 
theſe good Things. And great, Lowlineſs and 
Simplicity-of Heart. was upon ſuch that were 
newly convinced. of the Truth, and deep Humi- 
lation of Spirit, and Subjection to the Power, 
both in themſelves, and in thoſe who were over them 
in the Lord, and had gathered them into the Truth. 
But as it was in the Gatherings of old, ſo it alſo 
fell out in this Day; all kept not their firſt Love: 
s among thoſe Thouſands, which Ages led out of 
Egypt, and carried through the Red Sea, who had 
ſung Praiſes to God upon the Banks of Salvation, 
many Carcaſes fell in "the Wilderneſs; ſome whe 
murmured and longed to return again to the F leſh- 
Pots of Egypt; and ſome for oppoſing | 
and ag the Servant, and Oppoſition 
Servants of the Lord, whom the Lord and 
had made Uſe of to lead them out of 1 
Bondage, in ſaying, Te take too much upon you ; Hath 
the Lord indeed only ſpoken by Moſes ! Hath he not ſpo- 
len alſo byus? And as among * theſe Multitudes which 
were gathered by the Apoſtles, there were many 
who continued not faithful to the End ; ſome re- 
turned backagain with theSow tothe Puddle after 
they were waſhed; ſome embraced the preſent 
World; ſome again ſeparated them- ---Separation 
__ being abe al, and without the entering. 
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Spirit, deſpiſing Dominions, and ſpeaking Evil of Digni. 
ties; their Mouths ſpeaking great ſwelling Words, 
heing puffed up; and not abiding in theſe Thingz, 
which they were taught of the Apoſtles : So it is 
tobelamented, that among theſemany Thouſands, 
whom the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts whom God raiſ- 
edupinTh:s Day (for thegathering of his Seed and 
People out of ſpiritual Egypt and Babylon into his 
pare Light and Life) did bring forth and gather, 
there are that have fallen upon the Right-hand 
and the Left. Some are turned back again into 
Egypt, running into the ſame Exceſs of Luſt and 
Riot, from whence they were once purified and 
redeemed : Some could not bear the Reproach df 
the Croſs of Chriſt ; and were by and anon of. 
tended in him: Some could not bear the Triby 
Htions, Sufferings and Perſecutions, which came 
for the Truth's Sake; and the Seed in them was 
ſoon ſcorched with the Heat of the Day. And 
Same: not abiding in Subjection to. the Truth in 
themſelves, were not contented with that Place 
-and Station m the Body, which God had placed 
them in; but became. vainly puffed up in ther 
fleſhly Minds, intruding into thoſe Things which 


they had not ſeen; And would needs be Innovator, 


given to. Change, and introducing 
new Doctrinesand Practices, notonly 


Umovaters 


rauing Di. differing, but contrary to what was 
: already delivered in the zinning; 
Diviſions and Rents 


making Parties, 3 


tumbling the Weak, and denying, deſpiſing and 


rzviling the Apoſtles and Meſſengers of Chriſt, the 
Elders of the Church, who loved not their Lives 
Care, and 

Trav 


e Death, but through much 
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gui. N Travel, and Watchings, and Whippings, and 


Bonds, and Beatings, in daily Jeopardy, gathered 
ys by the mighty Power of God into the moſt 

ious Truth. Yet in all this there hath no- 
thing befallen us, but that which hath been the 


il. ntient Lot of the Church of Chriſt i in the 8 0 | 


| tive Times. 


Now He, that was careful for his Ha 


n church and People in old Times, hend of N | 


hath not been wanting to us in our Ear 8 
Day; but as he has again reſtored . 
the Truth unto its primitive Inte 
-and Simplicity, and as he has delivered our 
1 from theſe falſe Doctrines and 
1 


Principles, which prevailed in the Apoſtacy ; ſo 


he hath not gathered us to be As Sheep ſcattered - 


Without a Shepherd, that every one may run his 
own Way and every one follow his-own Will, 
ind fo to be as a confuſed Maſs or Chaos; without 
any Order; but He, even the LORD hath alſo 

ered, and is gathering us into the gead Or- 
der, Diſcipline, and Government of his own Son, the 


Lord Feſus Chriſt : Thereforth he hath laid Care 


upon ſome beyond others, who watch for the Souls 


7 their Brethren, as they that muſt give Account. 


There are then Fathers that have 
tten us unto Chriſt Jeſas through The ſeveral 
the Goſpel, of whom we ought to be Dang . 
Followers, and to remember their. ca K. ay 5 
Ways, which be in Chriſt. There 16, 1 £ 
are then Fathers and Children, In- 


frucors and Inſtructed, Elders and young Men, 


yea, and Babes; there are that cannot ceafe, but 


Aut n Ts reprove, * judge; . 
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—ͤ—ũ—ñ4——̃ —— FḱͤG!j— — — 7 — CEOS Gets eB —ꝛ ů ̃ ͤ — ——— f —— p oe 
L = \ . * * 0 p ” 
„ : 4 
. - gr 
* o 
% 


—— 7 =) ge: 
—ͤ—ͤ——ͤͤ 
3 ** 


— — 
. 


* 4 We - . - 2 
P = 28 N 1 CREST * , * 
* i — cw eg Aa. Ae dt 96—ͤ—— x —— 2 tw. — * 2 — 
a - 2 = —ͤ—ũä—ͤ — — — — 


all Religi 


— = 
4 — 
— — — . 
— — — —U—U— ͤàU—— — ni a — —_— — 
N 3 n > 


either oh fleſhly 
A Who i ti — warned by thoſe 
that * their Habitation, 


12 The Anarchy of the Ranters, &c. Se, Il. 
or elſe, -for-what End gave Chriſt the Gifts men. 
tioned, Epbeſ. 4. 11, 12? And how are the Saints 
perfected, — the Body of Chriſt edified of 
thoſe, who came under the Cognizance, and, a 
it were, the Teſt of this Order and Government? 
I may chiefly ſum them up in three Sorts (though 


there be divers other little ſubdivided Species 


of them.) 
The Firſt i is, Thoſe that turn openly 
back to the World again, through find. 
ing the Way of Truth too narrow. 
Theſe have not been capable to do 


1. Prophane 
Backſliding 
Apoſtates. 


us any conſiderable Hurt; for being a Salt, that 
has loſt its Savour, they moſtly prove a. Stink 2. 
mong thoſe to whom they 


y go. And I never knew 
any of them, that proved any ways ſteady among 
thoſe to whom they go. I find other Profeſſors 
make but ſmall Boaſt of any Proſelyths they got 


out from among us; I hear little of their proving 


Champions for the Principles of others againſt 
ns. And, indeed, for the moſt Part they loſe 
ion with the Truth: For 1 have heard 
ſome of them fay ; That ever they took on then 


1860 be religious, they would come back again to the 
Quakers, Sr. 


Secondly, Thoſe, who through Un- 


_ . ook _ watchfulneſs, the ſecret Corruption of 
2 8 their on Hearts, and the myſterious 


bodrhidden Temptations of the Enemy, 
have fallen into his Snares; and ſo have come 
inder the Power offfome Temptation or other, 


Luſts, or of ſpiritual Wicked- 
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ſeers in the Church; have been again reſtored 
by unfeigned Repentance : Not kicking againſt 
the Pricks ; but have rejoiced, that others watch- 
ed over them for their. Good, and are become 
Monuments of God's Mercy unto this Day. | 
Thirdly, Such, who being depart- 


ed from their firſt Love and antient 3: Stem 
Zeal far the Truth, become cold oproſers. 


and InKewarm ; and yet are aſhamed 

to make open Apoſtacy, and to turn back again, 
ſo as to deny all the Principles of Truth, they 
having had already ſuch Evidence of Clearneſs 
upon their Underitanding : Yet not keeping low 
in their own Habitations, but being puffed up, 
and giving way to the reſtleſs Imaginations of 
their exalted and wandering Minds, fall out with 
their Brethren ; cauſe Diviſions ; begin to find 
fault with every Thing, and to lookat others more 
than at themſelves ; with ſwelling Words to talk 
of, and preach up, a higher Diſpenſation, while 
they are far from living up to the Lite and Per- 
fection of this preſent ; like unto ſuch who ſaid, 
We will not have this Man to rule over us : Cry 
out of Formality and Apoſtacy,, becauſe they 
are not followed in all Things ; and if they be 
reproved for their Unrulineſs, according to the 
good Order of the Church of Chriſt, then they 
cry out, Breach of Liberty, Oppreſſion, Penſecu. 
cution ! wwe will have none of your Order and Govern- 


nent; we are taught to follow the Light in our 


Conſciences, and not the Orders of Men. Well, of 
this hereafter ; but this gave the Riſe of this Con- 


troverſy : Which leads me to that which I pro- 
poſed in the Second Place, | 


SECTION 


se rio III. 


Whether there be now to. be . any Order or Go- N 


vernment in the Church gf Chriſt. 


N Anſwer to this Propoſition, I meddle not at 
f this time with thoſe that deny any ſuch 
thing as a Church of Chriſt; I have rgſerved 


their Plea to another Place. N either need I to 8 


be at much Pains to prove the Aifir- 
Church Or- mative, to wit, That there ought 1 
* N 0- be Government and Order in the Church 
granted. of Chriſt unto the Generality of our 
.  Oppoſers, both Papi/ts and Proteſt 
ante; who readily confeſs and acknowledge 
It, and have heretofore blamed us for want of it. 
Tho' now ſome of them, and that of the higheſt 
Pretenders, are become ſo unreaſonable, as to 
accuſe us for the Uſe of it; improving it, ſo 
far as they can, to our Diſadvantage :- For ſuch 
is the Blindneſs of partial Envy, that whereas 
the ſuppoſed Want of it was once reckoned 
heritical, now the preſent e of it is 
counted criminal. + bv 
Theſe, then, to whom I come to prove this 
Thing, are ſich, who having caſt off the Yoke of 
the Croſs of Chriſt i in themſelves, refuſe all Sub- 
jection or Government : Denying that any ſuch 
Thing ought to be, as diſagreeing with the Teſti- 
mony. of Truth: Or thoſe, who not being ſo 
wilful and obſtinate in their Minds, yet are tear 


4 ful or ſcrupuloùs in the Matter, th. reſpect of the 


dangerous Conſequences, they may «pprehead 
ſuch a Thing may draw after it. 


For 


as * 
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For the clearing then as well the Miſtakes of 
Icke one, as anſwering the Cavils of the other, I 
judge the Truth of theſe following Aſſertions | 
ſufficiently prove the Matter; which 1 ſhall 9 
mike no 777 Difficulty to evidence. = 
Phot efus Chrif, the Ring and Reaſon I. 
Ry of the Church, did appoint and or- 
lain, that there ſhould be 9 and Government 1 an ite 
Secondly, That the Apoſtles and primitive __—— 
Chriſtians, when they were filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and immediately led by the Spirit 4 
6 did practiſe and commend it. 
f our Thirdiy, That the ſame Occaſion and Ne- III. 
i now occurring, which gave them Op- f 
urtunity to exerctſe that Authority, the Church of 
Criſt hath the bref Power now a ever, and are 
kd by the ſame. Spirit into the ſame Practices. 
As.to' the Firſt, I know there are ſome, that 
the very Name of a Church, and the very Words, 
Order arid Government they . 
5 araid of. Now this I ſuppoſe hath 
oned proceeded, becauſe of the great Hy- makes not 
16 N pocriſy, Deceit and Oppietſion, that void che true true 
. hath been cloaked with the Pretence Ufſe. 
> this of theſe Things; but why ſhould tle 
ke of ¶ Truth be neglected, becauſe Hypocrites have pre- 
Sub. tended to it? Theright Inſtitution of theſe Things, 
ſuch which have been 1 7 and ordained of God, 
Felt Imuſt not, nor ought not to be deſpiſed, becauſe 
g 10 corrupt Men have abuſed and perverted them. 1 
fear ¶ Know not an y Thing that hath been more abu- 
8 the ſed and e ted in the whole World, than the 
end, Name' of a Chriſtian ; ſhall we then renounce 
1 5 dat honourable Title, becauſe ſo many Tou- 
Babe land 
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16 The Anarchy of the Ranters, c. Sect. III. 
ſands of wicked Men, yea, Antichriſts have talfly be. 
aſſumed it to themſelves? The Man of Sin hath Bin tl 
taken upon him to fit in the Temple of God, as greſ 
God; yet we mult not therefore deny, that Ga hear 
is in this Temple. If the Synagogue of Satan Ine 
aſſumed the Name of the Church of Chit, and 
hath termed her Oppreſſion and Violence, the 
Power and Authority thereof; therefore muſt 
not the Church of Chriſt, and its Authority, be 
exerciſed, where it truly is according to his Mind! 
'This I prefix to warn all to beware of {tumbling 
at Things which are innocent in themſelves ; and 
that we may labour to hold the ſteady even Path 
of Truth, without running into either of the Ex. 
treams. For that Jeſus Chriſt did appoint Order 
and Government to be in the Church, is very 
clear from his plain Words, Matt, 

Church Order Chap. 18. Ver. 15. Moreover, if 
—_— thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs. again 
Form thereof. thee, go tell him his Fault between 
thee and him alone; if he ſhall hear 

tee, thou haſt gained thy Brother. Ver. 16. 
But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee 
one or two more, that in the Mouth of t-ebo or thre: 
Witneſſes, every Word may be eſtabliſhed. Ver. 17. 
And if he ſhall neglect Fa hear them, tell it unto the 
Church: But if he neglect to hear the Church let him 
be unto thee as an Heathen-Man, and a Publican. 
Ver. 18. Perily, I ſay unto you, whatſoever 
. ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; 
and whatſoever ye foal looſe on Earth, fhall be 
' looſed in Heaven, From which Scripture it 

. doth. manifeſtly and evidently follow, 
Ye That Jeſus Chriſt intended there poly 


E. III. 
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be certain Order and Method in his Church, 
in the Procedure towards ſuch as tranſ- | 
greſs. Secondly, That Re that refuſeth to II. 
hear two, is become more guilty (as hard- 
ned) than in refuſing to hear him that firſt | 
reproved alone. Thrrdly, That refuſing to III. 
hear the Judgment” of the Church, or whole Aſ- 
ſembly, he doth thereby exclude himſelf, and ſhut 
out himſelf from being a Member; and is juſtly 


judg®, by his Brethren, as an Heathen and a 


Publican. n 338 25 

And Laſtly, that. the Church, Gathering IV. 
or Aſſembly of God's People, has Power to 
examine and call to Account ſuch, as appearing 
to be among them, or owning the ſame Faith with 
them, do trangreſs; and in caſe of their refu- 
fing to hear, or repent, to exclude them from 
their Fellowſhip: And that God hath a ſpecial 
Regard to the Judgment and Senſe of his People 
thus orderly.proceeding, ſo as to hold ſuch bound 
in Heaven, whom they bind on Earth, and ſuch 
loofed in Heaven, whom they looſe on Earth. I 
am partly confident, that no rational Man will 


deny, but that theſe naturally follow from the a- 


bove-mentioned Scripture; and if there ſhould 
be any found ſo unreaſonable as to deny it, I 
could prove it by neceſſary and unevitable Con- 
ſequences ; which at preſent, as taking it for 
granted, I forbear to do. If it be reckoned ſo 
great a Crime to offend one of the little Ones, that 


it were better for him, that ſo do, that a Millſane 


were hanged about his Neck, and be were drowned 
m.the Depth of the Sea ; without Queſtion, 'to 
offend and gainſay the whole Flock, muſt be more 
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criminal, and muſt _— after it a far deeper n 
Judgne nt. 5 f 
Now if there were nner nor 1 0 
in the Church, what ſhould become! t! 

The End of of thoſe- that tranigreſs? How al 
Church-Order. ſhould they be again reſtored? I n. 
N Would not this make all Reproving, I 
al Inſtructing, all Caring for, and Watching T 
over one another, void and null? Why ſhould ©. 
Chriſt have deſired them to proceed aft this th 
Method? Why doth he place fo much Weight V 
upon the Judgment of the Church, as to make ni 
the refuſing of hearing it, to draw ſo deep 1 th 
Cenſure after it; which he will not have to fol-M. of 
low the refuſing to hear one or two a-part, 
though the Matter be one and the ſame ? And 
ſo, as to the ſubſtantial. and intrinfick Truth c 
the Thing, there lies the ſame Obligation upon 
the Trangreſſor to hear that one, as well as all; 
for that one adviſeth him to that which is right 
and good, as well as the whole; and they do but 
homologate or confirm that which that on 
hath already aſſerted: Yet Jeſus Chriſt, who i; 
the Author of Order, and not of Confuſion, wil 
not have a Brother cut off, or reputed a Publica), 
For refuſing to hear one or two, but for refulingſY 
; to hear the Church. And if it he 
Objection. objected, That the Church of Rome 
and all other falſe Churches, mate 1/% we 

of . Scripture, and cover their Perſecution, aud non 
Cruelty, and Oppreſſion by it; and thou ſayeſt u the! 
more than they ſay. I Anfwer; I ſuppoſe na 
Man will be ſo unreaſonable as to affirm, that 
the Church of Rome abuſing this Scripture, 1 
N make 
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of hereafter. 


e- Ch itlans. did practiſe Or- 
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make it falſe in itſelf; but how we differ in our 
Application of this Scripture, ſhall be ſpoken 
I am not now claiming Right to 
this Power, as due to us (that is reſerved for 
another Place ;) but this, I ſay, is that which I 
now aver to be manifeſt from the Scripture- 


Teſtimony, and to be in itſelf an unqueſtionable 
Truth, That Feſus Chriſt intended there ſhould be 
Order and Government in his Church ; which is 
the Thing 
Which if it be ſo really true (as 14 cannot be de- 


at preſent in Hand to be proved : 


nied) then I hope it will alſo neceſlarily follow, 
that fuch who really and truly are the Church 


of Chriſt, have Right to exerciſe this Order and 


| r 


Secondly, That the Apoſtles and Pri- 


Reafon II. 
Church Order 
practiſed by the 
Apoſtles & pri- 
mitive Chriſti- 
ans. -In Elec- 
tions. 


der and Government, we need but 
read the Hiſtory of the Acts, of 
which I ſhall mention a few preg- 
nant, and undeniable Teſtimonies, 
as we may obſerve in the very firſt | 

Chapter of the A&s, from Verſe 13. 

to the End, where at the very firſt Meeting the 
Apoſtles and Brethren held together after the 


Aſcenſion of Chriſt, they began orderly to ap - 


point one to ſupply the Place of Fudas ; it may 


be thought, this was a needleſs Ceremony; yet 
we ſee how the Lord countenanced it. 
none will ſay, that the Apoſtles appointing of 


I hope 


theſe two Men, or him, upon whom the Lot 
did not fall, contradicted their inward Freedom, 
or impoſed upon it; but both agreed very well 


3 1 ; the one in the wil and Mo of 
Ms 


e 
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God in appointing, and the other in the fame, 
in ſubmitting to their Appointment. 
Moreover, after they had received the Holy 
Ghoſt, you may read, As 6. ſo ſoon as there 
was an Opportunity, how they wiſe⸗ 
—in 1 oa ly gave Order, concerning the Di- 
| Poor nm {tribution for the Poor, and appoint- 
ed ſome Men for that Purpoſe. $9 
here was Order and Government, according to ij 0! 
the preſent Neceſſity of the Caſe : And the Lord 
God was welt pleaſed with it, and the Word of 
God increaſed, and the Number of the Diſciples 
multiplied in. Feruſalem greatly. Might they 
not 22 ſaid then, as ſome ſay now; We will 
give our Charity to whom we ſee Cauſe ; at We will 
take no Notice of your Appointments and Orders: 
Whether would God have approved of ſuch, 
yea, or nay ! | 
Thirdly, When that the Buſineſs of circum 
ciſion fell in, whether it was fit or not to cir- 
cumciſe the Gentiles * We ſee, the Apoſtles ſaw 
not meet, To ſuffer every one to follow 
FM. in his heir own 1 and Wills: They did 
Queries not judge, as one confuſedly ſuppo- 
ſeth, That this Difference in an out- 
ward Exerciſe, would commend the Unity of the 
true Faith : Nay - they took another Method. 
* is faid expreſsly, Ads 15. 6. And the Apoſtle 
and Elders came together, to conſidir N 
An Diferences of this Matter; and after there had Pau. 
| 7 been much diſputing about it (no doubt 
5 then there were here Diverſities of he ſe 
; nn and Judgments) the Apoſtles and E- * 
Hers told their Judgments, and came alſo to 2 en 
poſitive 
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fitive Concluſion. Sure ſome behoved to ſub- 
mit, elſe they ſhould never have agreed. So thoſe. 
that were the Elders, gave a poſitive Judgment; 
and they were bold to ſay, That it 8 not 
only them but the Holy Ghoſt. By all which it 
doth undeniably appear, that the Apoſtles, and 
primitive Saints, practiſed a Holy Order and 
Government among themſelves: And I hope 
none will be ſo bold as to ſay, they did theſe 


Things without the Leadings of the Spirit of 


God, and his Power and Authority concurring, 
and going along with them. HB; 
And that theſe Things were not 
only ſingular Practices, but that The Apoſtles 
they held it doctrinally; that is to Doctrine con- 
ly, it was Doctrine which they in che Cc. 
pang that there ought to be = 
rder and Government in the Church, is mani- 
feſt from theſe following Teſttmonies, 
Cr. 4. 15, 16, 17. (15. ) For though 
you have Ten Thouſand Inſtruftors in 
Chriſt ; yet have ye not many Fathers: 
For in Chriſt Fejus, I have begotten you through the 
Goſpel. C16.) Wherefore I beſeech you, be ye Follows 
ers of me. (17.) For this Cauſe have I ſent unto 
u Timotheus, who is my beloved Son, and faith=. 


1 Cor. 4, 15. 
16, 17. 


ul in the Lord ; who ſhall bring you into Ræmem- 
brance of my Ways, which be in Chriſt, as I teach 
every where in every Church. Here the Apoſtle 
Paul is very abſolute : Firſt, In that he deſires 
them to be Followers of him. Secondly, In that 


ie ſends a Teacher, yea, a Miniſter, and eminent 


Biſhop, or Overſeer of the Church, for to put 
them in Mind of his Ways, which be in Chriſt, 
55 ” "Ys as 


De Anarchy of the Ranters, &c. Sect. III. 
as 15 taught in every Church. 
Were Apoſtates, and diflenting Spirits in the 
Church of Corinth, that gave Paul occaſion thus 
to write, as he teftifies i in the Beginning of the 
Chapter, how he was judged by ſome of them ; he 
ſhows, how they were grown high ; Verſe 8. 


Noro ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned 
as Rings without us, &c. Might not 


1 
Diventing Jag Corinth, have reaſoned thus again 


ſongings agaiaſt | 
Church-Go- Paul? Did not this Pau teach us, 
vernment. 


at firſt, to mind the Meafure of Grace 
in ourſelves, and follow that ? (for 
no doubt that was Paul's Doctrine) But now he 
begins to Lord it over us, and tells us, we muſt 
be Pellowers of him. Might they not have judg- 
ed the Beloved * Timothy to be far out of Nis 
Place? Might they not have ſaid, It ſeems it 
is not God that moved thee, and ſent thee here 
by his Spirit; but lordly Paul, that ſeeks Do- 
minion over dur Faith : It ſeerts thou comeſt 
not here to preach Chriſt, and wiſh us to be 
Followers of him, and of his Grace 1n{ our 
Hearts; but to mind us to follow Paul's Ways, 
and ta ake notice, how he teaches in every Church : 
We are not concerned with him, nor with his 


Meſſenger, nor with any of your Orders, and 
ſo forth. Doth not this run very plauſible! 
I queſtion not but there was ſuch a Reaſoning 


among. the Apoſtate Corinthians ; Tet ſuch as are 
of the ſame Kind among us examine ſeriouſly, 
and meaſure their Spirits truly hereby. Yea, 


he oy yet further in the followin: g Chapter, 
Verſes 


— 


No doubt there 


theſe Diſſenters of the Church of 
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Vverſes 3, 4. Verſe 3. As abſent 

wre ia Body, but preſent in Spirit, I have 
the a5 j | + 3 Cor, 5. 313. 
judged already, as though I were pre- The Power of 
-hus ſent, concerning him that hath ſo done giving Judg- 
the the Deed. Verſe 4. In the Name of ay Day 
aur Lord Feſus Chriſt, when ye are 

gathered together, and my Spirit with , . 
the Power of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. Would 
not one think this to have been a very preſump- 
tuus Mord? And yet who dare offer to con- 
demn it? From al: which, I ſhall ſhortly obſerve, 
that it ſeems it was judged no Inconciſtency nor 
Contradittion, to be Followers of the Grace in them- 
elves, to be perfwaded in their own Hearts, and 
alſo to be Followers of the Apoſtle Paul, and of his 
Ways ; becauſe his Ways and Example was no 
other than the Spirit of God in themſelves 
would have led them to, if they had been obe- 
dient: Therefore he found it needful to charge 
them poſitively to follow him, without adding 
his Reafon. 


be” Next, the great Argument the Apoſtle uſes 
o be o perſwade them hereunto, upon which he 
W manly inſiſts, becauſe he had begot- | | 

12 55 ten them into the Truth; Te have As of Fathers. 


% many Fathers; for in Chriſt Fe- 

us, I Have begotten you through the I 
el: Wherefore I beſeech you, be ye Followers 
ae. So he makes that as the Cauſe; which 
Ie lame Apoſtle alſo in his Expoſtulation with 


reached the Goſpel to them at firſt, and 


Yea, hap. 4. Ver. 15. Where is then the Bleſfſedneſs ye 
100 ate 7? For ] bear you Record, if poſſible ye would 


C 4 gave 


he Galatians, putting them in mind how he 
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have plucked out your own Eyes, and given then || th 
unto me. We ſee then, that the Lord hath, and BW 
doth give ſuch, whom he hath fur. I 
niſhed, and ſent forth to gather a Ice 
People unto himſelf, Care and Over- re] 
ſight over that People; yea and a the 
certain Author, ity in the Powerover them to bring I ket 
them back to their Duty, when they Nane 
ſtray at any Time; and to appoint, in 
yea, and command ſuch Things as are IM. 
needful for Peace, and Order, and lea 
U nity's Sake: And that there lies an O6/:gation wil 
upon $57 as are ſo gathered, to reverence, honour, ¶ hea 
| yea, and obey ſuch as are ſet over them in thefÞ tha 
fond: For, faith the ſame Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 2. 9. An 
For to this End alſo did I write, that I mightſmai 
know the Proof of you, whether you be obedient in mu 
all Things: And Chap. 7. Ver. 13. 15. Tea, ond fin 
exceedingly the more joyed we for the Foy of Titus 
_— his Spirit was refreſhed by you all. Ver. 15 gv 
1 And his inward 40 ection ig more d. Rer 
Betrayings of Bundant towards you, whilſt he re flo 
dhe Enemy. zmembreth the Obedience of you all tior 
how with Fear and Trembling ye re 


To be obeyed. 


by. ceived him. | 
Now this will not at all lofer, as if they hy 
been implicitly led of old: Or that ſuch, 


baving the ſame Authority to excerciſe” it 4 E 
ſought Dominion over their Brethren's FAI dow 
onto force them to do any Thing beyond, far! I itan 


contrary to, what the Lord leads us to by! E 
Spirit: But we know (as they did of old) thi /elve 
the Enemy lies near to BETRAY under fuc'f 69d 
Pretences. And ſeeing, in caſe of Differenc: 2 


ct. III. 
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the Lord hath, and doth, and will reveal his 
Will to his People, and hath, and doth raiſe up 
Members of his Body, to whom he gives a Diſ- 
cerning, and Power, and Authority to inſtruct, 
reprove, yea, and command in ſome Caſes, 
thoſe that are faithful and low in their Minds, 
keeping their own Places, and minding the Lord, 
and the Intereſt and Good of his Truth 

in the general over all, ſhut out the +, 1... 
Murmurer; and the Spirit of God murer ſhut. 
leads them to have Unity, and concur . 

with their Brethren. But ſuch as are 

heady and high-minded, are inwardly vexed, 
that any ſhould lead or rule, but themſelves : 
And ſo it is the high Thing in themſelves, that 
makes them. quarrel with others for taking fo 
much upon them; pretending a Liberty, not 
inking down in the Seed to be willing to be of 
Such, rather than 
give up their own Wills, will ſtudy to mak 

Rents and Diviſions, not ſparing the | 


Flock; but proſtrating the Reputa- he Honour 
tion and Honour of the Truth even af N. 
to the World, miniſter to them an viſonsz 


Occaſion of Scorn and Laughter, to 
the hardening them in their Wickedneſs and 
Atheiſm. | | | 
Beſides theſe Scriptures mentioned, I ſhall ſet 
down a few of many more that might be in- 
ſtanced to the ſame Purpoſe. __ 
Epheſ. 5. 21. Submitting your- 


Scriptures for 


woes - __ Submiſſion & 
= ſelves one to another in the Fear of | Towlinefs of 
il. 3. Let 3 be 'done thro 

lo 


Brethren. 


but 


through Strife or vain ry, 


in 


in Lowlineſs of Mind, let each eſteem other better 


Learned, HRS erde, and heard, and ſeen in me, do; 


_ Chriſt. 


tre; af 


R 
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Sect. III. if 


than themſelves. 

Werſe 29. Receive him therefore in the Lord 
with all Gladneſs, and hold ſuch in Reputation. II“ 

And 3. 17. Brethren, be Followers together f 
me; and mark them which walk ſo, as ye have us "ey 
for an 640 -ul 2 

And 4. Thoſe Things, which ye have both the 
and the God of Peace Gall be with you.” 

Col. 2. 5. for though I be abſent in the Fleſh, 
yet am I with you in the Spirit, joying and beholding 
your Order, and the Stedfaſtneſs of your Faith in 


I Thefl. we 12. And we beſeech you, Brethren, tg 


Enow them which labour among _ and are over 


you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. 


Vere” 12. And to eſteem 0 very biebh in 
Love, for their Wark's Sale; and be at Peace among 
yourſelves. f 

Verſe 14. New we ex hort you Brethren, wart Nya 


them that are unruly, comfort the feeble minded Al. imp 


port the weak, be patient toward all Men, Th 


2 Theſſ. 2. 15. Therefore, Brethren, ſtand faſt "WF" 
and hold the Traditions which you have been taught, Arie 
* whether by Word, or our Epiſtle. 

2. Cor. Io. 8. Tor though I ſhould boaſt ſont 
what more of our Authority (which the Lord. hath 
given us for Edification, 45 not Jer your \ Deftruc- 
tion) I ſhould not be aſhamed. | 

Now though the Papiſts greatly abuſe this 
Place, as if hereby they could juſtify that Maſs of Ju 
Superſtition, which they have heaped together; . 


yet ert we will deny the Plain Scripture, Pig 
wel © 
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betten - muſt needs believe, there lay an Obligation 
pon the Theſſalonians to obſerve and hold theſe 
e Lord ppointments, and no Doubt, needful Inſtitu- 
* ons, which by the Apoſtles were recommended 
ther if flito them: And yet who will fay, that they 
OEM ught, or were thereby commanded to do any 
hing contrary to that which the Grace of God 
their Hearts moved them to? :,... .. 
2 Theſſ. 3- 4 And we have Confidence in the 
FP rd touching you, that ye both do, and will do the 
 Dlefh, hings which we command you. | 

ing verſe 6. Now wwe command you, Brethren, in tbe 
44% in ame of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw _ 
urſelves from every Brother that walketh diſor- 
h, and not after the Tradition which be re- 
wed of Us. 

What more poſitive than this? 


ve both 
we, do; 


ren, ta 
e over 


bly in ud yet the Apoſtle was not here x een : 
aid u Impoſer. And yet further, Verſe no Impoſition. 


. And if any Man obey not our e 
ford by this Epiſtle, note that Man, and have no 
ompany with him, that he may be aſhamed. | 
Thus, Heb. 13. 7. Remember them which have 


Warn 


, fuß- 


7 af Je Rule over you, who have ſpoken unto you the 
%%, Word of God, whoſe Faith follow ; confidering _the 


Ind of their Converſation. 


0 Verſe 17. Obey them that have the Rule over 
hath u, and ſubmit yourſelves ; for they watch for your 
/l e Paule, as they that muſt give Account: That they 


. Wy do it with Foy, and not with Grief ; for that 


this run | ; . 
nprofitable for you. | "7 
15 of Jade 8. Likewiſe alſo theſe filthy Dreamers des 


her; Be. the Fleſh, deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak Evil of 5 


gnities. 


— , , A nd — . = 
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1 might at length enlarge if needful, upon 
theſe Paſſages, any of which is ſuſſicient to prove 
the Matter in Hand; but that what is ſaid ma 
ſatisfy ſuch as are not wilfully blind and obſy. 
nate. For there can be nothing more plain fron 

theſe Teſtimonies, than that the 
The primitive antient Apoſtles and primitive Chr.. 
— nv Ache tians practiſed Order and Govern. 
Church. ment in the Church ; that ſome didi 

appoint and ordain certain Things; 
condemn and approve certain Practices, as well 
as Doctrines, by the Spirit of God: That there 
lay an Obligation in Point of Duty upon others 
to obey and ſubmit: That this was no En- 
_ croachment nor Impoſition upon their Chriſtian 
Liberty ; nor any ways contradictory to thei 
being inwardly and immediately led by the Spirit 
of God in their Hearts: And laſtly, That ſuch, 
as are in the true Feeling and Senſe, will find i 
their Places to obey, and be one with the Church 
of Chriſt in ſuch like Caſes : And that it is ſuck 
as have loſt their Senſe and Feeling of the Lite; 
of the Body, that diſſent, and are diſobedient, 
under the falſe Pretence of Liberty. So that 
thus it is ſufficiently proved what I undertook in 
this Place. 


_ Thirdly,-1 judge there will need no 
Reaſon UI. great Arguments to prove the People 
of God may, and do well to-exercile 
the like Government. upon the very like Occali- ſe 

on. For even Reaſon may teach us, that what. 
proved good and wholeſome Cures to the Diſtem-yz+ 


per of the Church in former Ages, will not nowſhz.- 
{the very like Diſtempers falling in) prove hurthy de 
| | | 1 | analy: 


& III. 
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nd poiſonable ; eſpecially, if we have the Teſtimony 
the ſame Spirit in our Hearts; not only allowing 


Ys, but commanding us ſo to do. It is manifeſt 


though we are ſorry for it) that the ſame Occa- 
Fons now fall in; we find that 

ere are that have eaten and drunk- Member of 
a with us at the Table of the Lord, quire a Cure 
and have been Sharers of the ſame nov asof old. 
pritual Joy and Conſolation, that 
iterwards fall away. We find (to our great 
brief) that ſome walk diſorderly ; and ſome are 


wfcd up, and ftrive to ſow Diviſion, labour- 


ng to ſtumble the Weak, and to cauſe Offen- 


es in the Church of Chriſt : What then is more 
table, and more Chriſtian, than to follow the 
ſoot- ſteps of the Flock, and to labour and travel 
br the Good of the Church, and for the re- 
noving all that is hurtful; even as the Holy 
lpoſtles, who walked with Jeſus, did before 
? If there be ſuch that walk diſorderly now, 


muſt not they be admoniſhed, rebuked and 


mthdrawn from, as well as of old? Or is ſuch 


0 be the Condition of the Church in theſe _ 
atter Times, that all Iniquity muſt go unre-' 
proved ? Muſt it be Hereſy, or Oppreſſion, to 


match over one another, in Love? To take Care 


br the Poor? To ſee that there be no corrupt, no 
fled Members of the Body, and carefully and 


briſtianly deal with them, for reſtoring them, 


If poſſible ; and for withdrawing: from them, if 


icurable? I am perſwaded, that there are none 


Mat look upon the Commands of Chriſt and 
ws Apoſtles, the Practice and Experience of 
Me primitive Curch and Saints, as a ga 
8 5 rece- 
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Uſefulneſs of alter the Nature and Subſtance 


manded. 


_ Uſefulneſs, or not Uſefulneſs of Hein. 


certain Times and Seaſons fall of themſelve 


there are none contend for it : Neither as to 
Orders concerning Things offered to Idols, {Fupo: 


Place, Acts 15. 20. To abſtain frem Fornicatil 
is now made void; ſeeing there is daily Net 
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Precedent to authorize 4 Practice now, that wiſtas a 
deny the Lawfulneſs or Uſefulneſs hereof, hind 


mult needs acknowledge the Neceſſity of it. Bu ter 


if it be objected (as ſome have donHable 


objetion. do not you deny, that the Scriptuſwit 


is the adequate Rule of Faith auto 


' - Manners; and that the Commands or PraciicYVUſe 


of the Scripture are not a ſufficient Warrant Hor 
you now to do any Thing, without you be agiifffwe 
authorized, and led unto it by the ſame Spiritſſpolc 
And upon that Score, do you not forbear ſonſſ{and 
Things both practiſed and commanded by the prjſfdot! 
mitive Church and Saints: nr 

Well, I hope I have not any Thing weakeneſ$ub 
this Objedion, but preſented it in its full Vigouhy t 
and Strength : 'To which I ſhall clearly and Mo 


ſtinctly anſwer thus. his . 
Firſt, Seaſons and Times do n 


Times alter the 


Thingscom- Things in themſelves; though 
may cauſe 'Things to alter, as tot 


Secondly, Things commanded and practiſed! 


when as the Cauſe and Ground, for which the 
were commanded, is removed, as their is no nc 
now for the Deciſion about Circumciſion, ſeein 


ing there is now no ſuch Occaſion : Yet who wi 


ſay, that the command enjoyned in the lanſcord 


have 
we 


for its ſtanding i in Force, becauſe it yet remai fron 
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that willas 2 Temptation Man 1s incident to? We confeſs, 
rcof, bil indeed, we are againſt ſuch as from the bare Let- 
fit. Bif}ter of the Scripture (though if it were ſeaſon- 
ve dornMlable now to debate it, we find but few to deal 
Scriptuſwith, whoſe Practices are ſo exactly ſquared) ſeek 
aith alto uphold Cuſtoms, Forms or SDadows, when the 
PracticYUſe, for which they were appointed, "is removed 
rrant or the Subſtance itſelf known and witneſſed; as 
be agaif}we have ſufficiently elſewhere anſwered our Op- 
e Spiritpoſers in the Cafe of Water-bapti/m, and Bread 
ear ſonffland Wine, &c. So that the Obection, as to that, 

the pr=doth not hold; and the Difference is very wide, 
in reſpect of ſuch Things: The very Nature and 
Subſtance of which can never be diſpenſed with 
by the People of God, ſo long as they are in this 
World; yea, without which they could not be 


ſeakene 
1 Vigou 
and d 


8 do U 
tance 
ough 
as tot 


Principles of the Chriſtian”, Faith, we own and 
believe originally and principally, becauſe they 
we the Truths of; 

God in our Hearts hath conſtrained our Under- 
ſtandings to 'obey and ſubmit. In the ſecond 


ctiſedi Place, we are greatly confirmed, ſtrengthened 
mſelveſland comforted in the joint Teſtimony , 

ich theſof our Brethren, the Apoſtles and he joint 
no ne Diſciples of Chriſt, who 1 the Re- Teſtimony of 
„ ſecinivelation of the ſame Spirit in the Se Apoſtles, 
s to tifDays of old believed, and have left Truths of God 
ols, ſeſupon Record the fame Truths; ſo we das 550. 
ho wikhaving the ſame Spirit of Paith; a 


he {anfcording as it is written, J believed, and there wore 
nicati have ſpoken ; we allo believe, and therefore 
y Neeſſwe ſpeak. And we deny not but ſome, that 
remai kom the Letter have had the Notion of theſe 


1 


us People. For the Doctrines, and fundamental 


God; whereunto the Spirit of 
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Things, have thereby in the Mercy of God re Thi. 
ceived Occaſion to have them revealed in thehwas 
Life : For we freely acknowledge (though ofteyſChu 
calumniated to the contrary). that ꝛatſceve 
Things were written aforetime, were written fi 
our Learning ; that we through Patience and Cm 
Tort of the criptures may have Hope. So then | 
hope, if the Spirit of God lead me now unto that 
which is good, profitable, yea, and abfolutely need 
| Jul, in . to the keeping my Conſcience cle 
and void of Offence towards God and Man, nom 
will be fo unreaſonable as to ſay, I ought not t 
No it, becauſe it ir according to the Scripture 
Nor do I think it will /avovr :/! among any ſen 
ous, ſolid Chriſtians, for me to be the more con 
firmed and perſwaded that Tam led to this Thin 
by the Spirit, that I find it in myſelf good an 
"Weful ; and that upon the like Occaſions Chri 
' commanded it, and the Apoſtles and primitiv 
"Chriſtians practiſed and recommended it. 
Now, ſeeing it is ſo that we can boldly fa 
with a good Conſcience in the Sight of Goc 
that the ſame 8 pirit, which leads us 'to-belicy 
the Doctrines be. Principles of the Truth, ane 
to hold and maintain them again, after the Apoifiex: 
ſtacy, in their primitive and antient Purity, 
they were delivered by the Apoſtles of Chriſt 1 
the Holy Scriptures ; I ſay, that the ſame Spit Se: 
doth now lead us into the like Holy Order anffar i/ 
Government to be exerciſed among us, 25 ! Powe 
Was among them, being now'the like Occaſio T 


and Opportunity miniftted to us; therefore, whilſſtber- 
can 5 chriſtianly or rationally object again F the 


it! ? For that there is a real Cauſe for + Aſem 
Thing 


ct. Ii Church-Order and Government Aſerted. 33 
god re Irhing itſelf ſpeaketh ; and that it 7 
in the was the Practice of the Saints and A real Cauſe for 
h often Church. of old, is undeniable :*What the fame Order: 
zatſreveſkind of Ground then can any ſuch 3 
tten full oppoſers have (being ſuch, as ſcrupling at this, 
:d Cn do notwithſtanding acknowledge our Principle) 
then Ithat this were done by Impoſition or Imitation, 
to thilmore than the Belief of the Doctrines and Princt- 
ly needles ? Seeing as it is needful to uſe all Diligence 
de cleuſo convince and perſwade People of the Truth, 
n, non ud bring them to tue Belief of it (which yet we 
not ti annot do, but as Truth moves and draws in their 
iptureiſillearts) it is alſo no leſs needful, when a People 
ny ſerfs gathered, to keep and preſerve them in Unity 
Te con ind Love, as becomes the Church of Chriſt ; and 
Thing be careful, as ſaith the Apoſtle, That all Things 
ood ane done decently, and in order; and that all that 


s Chrilliſſs wrong be removed, according to the Method 
1mitinlſt the Goſpel ; and the Good cheriſhed and en- 


touraged. So that we conclude, and that upon 
rery good Grounds, That there ought now, as. 


ly fa 
well ar heretofore, to be Order and Government in 


f 00 


believe Church of Cbriſt. 4 
h, an That which now cometh to be 

ie Apolxamined in the third Place 18, Hesd III. 
1ty, Firſt, What is the Order and Go. 
hriſt ive nment we plead for? „ 


e Spiri Secondly, In what Caſes, and h] ͤ 
er afar it may extend? And in whom the * 
„ 28 Peter deciſive is? 


ccalio- Thirdly, How it differeth, and is wholly ano- 
2 whi ther than the oppreſſrove and perſecuting., Principality 
again the Church of Rome, and other Anti-chtiſtian 
it, tiffſemblies s E r e 
"TW. 18 $ECTION 


' the Church, and ſuch like Pretences, have been 
the great Weapons wherewith-Antichriſt and the 
apoſtate Chriſtians have been theſe many Genera- 
tions perſecuting the Woman, and warring againſt 
the Man-child. And, indeed, great Ditputes 


7 


SzcTion IV. 
a MY 


Of the Order and Government which we plead fir, 


T will be needful then, before I proceed to 
deſcribe the Order and Government of the 
Church, to conſider what is or may be properly 
underſtood by the Church: For ſome (as I touch- 
ed before) ſeem te be offended, or at leaſt afraid 
of the very Word; becauſe, The Power of the 
Church, the Order of the Church, the Judgment if 


have been among the learned Rabbies, in the 
Apoſtacy concerning this Church, what it , 
or what may be ſo accounted ; which 1 find not 


my Place at preſent to dive much in, but fhal 


only give the true Senſe of it, according to Truth, 


and the Scriptures plain Teſtimony. 


The Word CHURCH in itſel, 


What the Word And as uſed in the Scriptures, is no 


CHURCH other but a Gathering Company, or 
9 pra Aſſembly of certain People, called 67 
athered together: For ſo the Greet 


Word ſignifies (which is that the Tranſlators 


render Church) which Word is derived from 
the Verb Evoco, I call out of, from the Root 


Pos, I call. Now though the Engliſh + Word 
Church be only taken in ſuch a Senſe, as People 


are gathered together upon à religious Account; 


1 


ener 
10ainſt 
{putes 
in the 
it iz, 
nd not 
it ſhall 
Truth, 


itſelf, 
is no 
ny, or 
Hed or 
Greek 
ſlators 
from 
Root 
Word 
2eople 
count; 


bs 


rr 
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yet the Greek Word, that is ſo rendered, is taken 
in general for every Gathering, or Meeting together 
of People. And therefore where it is ſaid, The 
Tun Clerk of the Epheſians difmifſed 

the Tumult, that was gathered there 7 dimiſit Concio- 
together, the ſame Greek Word is n 

uled, Ads 19. 41, he diſmiſſed the 

Aſembly (or the Church.) 8 

A Church, then, in the Scripture- 

Phraſe, is no other tha®a meeting What a religious 
orgathering of certain People, which Church is. 
(if it be taken in a Senſe, 


as moſt commonly it is) are gathered together 
in the Belief of the ſame Principles, Doctrines 
and Points of Faith, whereby as a Body they 
become diſtinguiſhed from others, and have a 


certain Relation among themſelves; and a con- 


junct Intereſt to the maintaining and propagating 


theſe Principles they judge to be right: And 


therefore have a certain Care and Overſight over 


one another, to prevent and remove alb Occaſions 


that may tend to break this their conjunct In- 
tereſt, hinder the Propagation of it, or bring In- 
famy, Contempt, or Contumely upon it; or give 
ſuch as on the other Hand are or may be banded 
together to undo them, juſt Occaſion againſt 
them, to decry and defame them. 

Now the Way to diſtinguiſh that Ho ſto diſtin- 


Church, Gathering, or Afſembly of gu the te 


8 f hurch fr 
People, whereof Chriſt truly is the the falſe, -. — 


d, from ſuch as falſly pretend 


thereto, is by conſidering the Principles and 
Grounds upon which they are gathered together, 
the Nature of that Hierarchy and Order they : 
have among themſelves, the Way and Method 
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they take to uphold it, and the Bottom wpon 
which it ſtandeth; which will greatly contribute 
to clear all Miſtakes. Mp 
Foraſmuch as Sandification and Holineſs is the 
great and chief End among true Cliriſtians, which 
moves them 'to gather together ; theretore the 
Apoſtle Paul defines the Church in his Salutation 
to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 1. 2. Unto the Church 
of God which is at Corinth, them that are ſancti- 
fied in Chriſt Feſus, call to be Saints. So the 
Church is ſuch as are ſanctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus, 
called to be Saints. 1 785 
* The Power and Authority, Or- 
The Church's der and Government we ſpeak of, 
Members, ? 7 is ſuch, as a Church Meeting, Ga- 
© thering or Aſſembly claims towards 
thoſe that have, or do declare themſelves Mem- 
bers, who own, believe and profeſs the ſame Doc- 
trines and Principles of Faith with us, and go 
under the fame Diſtinction and Denomination 
whoſe Eſcapes, Faults and Errors may by our Ad- 
verſaries juſtly be imputed to us, if not ſeaſon- 
ably and chriſtianly reproved, reclaimed or con- 
demned. For we are not ſo fooliſh, as to con- 
cern ourſelves with thoſe who are not of us; 
far leſs, who ſtand in Oppoſition to us, ſo as to 


reprove, inſtruct, or reclaim them, as Fellow-Mem- 


bers or Brethren: Vet, with a Reſpect to remove 
the general Reproach from the Chriſtian Name, 
with a tender Regard to the Good of their im- 
mortal Souls, for the Zeal we owe te God's Glo- 
ry; and for the Exaltation and Propagation of 
is everlaſting Truth and ' Goſpel in the Earth, 


ve have not been wanting, with the Hazard of 


Our 
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our Lives, to ſeek the ſcattered Ones, holding 
upon forth the living and ſure Foundation, and invit- 
ibute ing and perſwading all to obey the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and to take Notice of his Reproofs, as 
s the he makes himſelf manifeſt in and by his Light 
vhich in their Hearts. So our Care and Travel is, and 
e the WW hath been towards thoſe that are without, that 
ation ¶ ve may bring them into the Fellowſhip of the 
Saints in Light; and towards thoſe that are 
ancti- brought in, that they might not be led out again, 
or drawn aſide, eitner to the Left-hand, or the 
Right, by the Workings and Temptations of the 
Enemy. OY 1 
Theſe Things being thus cleared and opened, 
we do politively affirm, That we being a People 


Ga- gathered together by the Power of God (which moſt, 
vards Hir not all of thole, that ariſin among ourſelves 
5 do oppoſe us herein, have acknowledged) into 


the Belief of certain Principles and Doctrines, 
d go Ind alſo certain Practices and Performances, by 
tion; Which we are come to be ſeparated and diſtin» 
r Ad- guiſhed from others, ſo as to meet apart, and 
uſo to ſuffer deeply for our joint Teſtimony; 
Con there are and muſt of Neceſlity be, as in the ga- 

con Fthering of us, ſo in the preſerving  _. 
f us; of us while gathered, Diverſities of Dre of 
FGifts and Operations for the edi- by Sh 7 

tying of the whole Body. Hence, 
lth the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the Elders, 
that rule well, be counted worthy of double Honour, 
eſpecially they who labour in the Word and Doctrine: 
\nd this we ſuppoſe neither to be P opi/h, NOT 
inti-chriſtian, let our Oppoſers ſay it as oft 
as. they can, without reckoning the Apoſtles 
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Secondly, Foraſmuch as all are not called in 
the ſame Station, ſome rich, ſome poor ; ſome q 
Servants, ſome Maſters, ſome married, ſome || © 
unmarried ; ſome Widows, and ſome Or phans, 
and ſo forth; ; it is not only convenient, but ab- Pr: 
folutely needful, that there be cer- Þ | 
Mectings about tain Meetings at certain Places and P 
_— Times, as may beſt ſuit the Conve- 
niencies of ſuch, who may be moſt N af 
y concerned in them ; ; Where both 
thoſe that are to take Care may aſſemble, and ly. 
thoſe who may need this Care, may come and that 
make known their Neceſſities, and receive Help, | 
whether by Counſel or Supply, according to 
their reſpective Needs. This doth not at all 
contradict the Principle of being led 
—eſtabliſhed by inwardly and immediately by the 
the Apoſtles. Spirit; elſe how came the Apoſtl 
in that Day of the powerful pour: 
ing forth of the Spirit of God, to ſet apart Men 
for this Purpoſe ? Sure, this was not to lead 
them -from their inward Guide ; yea, on the 
contrary, it is expreilly faid, Ads 6. 3. Look ye out 
among you ſeven Men of honeſt Report, Full of the Hal 
Ghoſt, and Wiſdom, whom we may appoint over this 
 Bufineſs. Sure, they were not to undertake 2 
Buſineſs, being full of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
might import a Contradiction to their being ledFl-.c 
by it: So we ſee it is both fit and ſuitable to 
the Apoſtles Doctrine, to have Meetings aboulſiand 
Buſineſs. Now if any ſhould be ſo whimſical or 
conceited, as to ſcruple their being at ſet Places. 
and Times, though theſe be nothing relative ton 
| ho ellcatial. Parts, but * — re- 
ating 
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| 5 lating to the Conveniency of our Perſons (which 
d in ¶ ge muſt have regard to, ſo long as we are cloth- 
ſome Ned with Fleſh and Blood: And ſuch Notioniſts, 
lome as are againſt this godly Care, work far more 
hans, in their vain Imaginations, than they reduce to 
t ab- Practice; being like unto ſuch of whom the 
> CEr- 


Apoſtle Fames teſtified, who content themſelves, 
and with faying to the Naked, be cloathed; and to 
ver the Hungry, be fed ; while they offer not, in the 
molt I leaſt, to Miniſter to them thoſe I hings which 
both N are needful for cloathing and feeding of them.) 
, and Yet ſhall we not ſcruple to make it appear, 
- and Wat it is not without very good Ground that 
Help, W ye both appoint Places and Times. - 
8 d firſt, as to the Place, I fay as Convenient 
it al H before, it is with our Bodies we in 

ng led I nuſt meet, as well as with our | 
y the Spirits; and ſo, of Neceſſity, we muſt convey 
Poltle I dur Bodies unto one Place, that we may ſpeak 
Pour; ind act in thoſe Things we meet for: And that 
t Men muſt be in ſome certain Place, where all muſt 
lead now where to find it; having herein a Regard 
n tbeto the Conveniencies and Occations of fuch as 
Je dt meet. Were it fit, that thoſe of the Church 
„e Hoſe Corinth ſhould go do their Buſineſs at An- 
er thi lach, or the Church of Feruſalem at Rome? 
ake 2 Nay ſurely, God hath not given us our Reaſon 
Which to no Purpoſe; but that we ſhould make uſe 
ng ledſſor it cor his Glory, and the Good of our Bre- 
ble toſchren yet always in Subjection to his Power 
: about and Spirit. And therefore we have Reſpect to 
ical or theſe Things in the appointing of our Meetings, 
Places nd do it not without a Regard to the Lord, but 


# 


tive toſin a Senſe of his Fear. And ſo the like as to 


es, TE? | 
lating: 


46 The Anarchy of the Ranters, &c. Sect. Iv. | 


Times, which is no contradicting of the inward 
=. Leading of the Spirit. Elſe how 
ping . 8 came the Apoſtle to appoint a Time 
appointed. to the Corinthians in their Contri. 
5 butions, defiring them, 1 Cor. 16. 2, 
| . To lay by them in Store upon the 
firſt Day of the Week ; yea, ſaith he not, that h 
Si the ſame Order to the Church of Galatia. |] 
know not how any in Reaſon can quarrel about 
et Times for outward Buſineſs, it being done in 
a Subjection to God's Will, as all Things ought 
to be; or elſe how can ſuch as ſo do, but quar- 
rel with the Apoſtle for this Impoſition (at that 
rate) upon the Churches of Corinth and Galati? 
We appoint no ſet Times for the Performance 
of the Worſhip of God, ſo as to appoint Men 
to preach and pray at ſuch and ſuch ſet Times; 
though we appoint Times to meet 7 oer tt 
the Name of the Lord, that we may feel his Pre. 
ſence, and he may move in and through whom 
he pleaſeth, without Limitation. Which Prac- 
Vds of Meeting together, we ard 
e greatly encouraged to by the Pro- 
of miſe of Chriſt, and our own bleſſed 
Experience; and alſo we are ſevere: 

I prohibited to lay it aſide by the 
Holy Apoſtle; and alſo, on the other Hand, 
by the ſad Experience of ſuch as by Negligence 


Reaſons for 
Continuance 


or Prejudice forſake the Afſemblies of God's 5 


People 3. upon many of which is already fulfilled, 
and. upon others daily fulfilling the Judgments 
threatened. upon ſuch Tranſgreſſors: Read Heb. 
10 from Verſe 23, to the End, where that Duty 


is ſo ſeriouſly exhorted to, and the Contempt 1 5 
8 Ee . e | — ' 
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it reckoned a wilful Sin, almoſt (if not altoge- 
ther) un pardonable; yea, a treading under Foot 
the Son of God, and a doing Deſpight to the Spirit 
of Grace; which is fulfilled in our Day, and 


proves the lamentable Fruits of ſuch as have ſo 


back-{lidden among us. And therefore having ſo 
much good and real Ground, for what we do 
herein, together with the Approbation and En- 
couragement of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, both by 
Command and Practice, we can (as that both the 
lipha and Omega, tue Foundation and Cap-ſtone 
required) faithfully affirm in good Conſcience, 
That God hath led us by his Spirit, both to appoint 
Places and Times, where we may ſee the Faces one 
of another; and to take Care one for another, pro- 
whing one another to Love and good Works, And 
our Faith and Confidence herein cannot be ſtag- 
gered by a meer Denial in our Oppoſers, which 
no Man of Conſciehce and Reaſon will ſay it 
ought; ſeeing the Thing itſelf hath ſuch a ſolid 
and real Cauſe and Foundation, ſo good and 
ſuitable a Pattern and Example, and that it is 
conſtantly confirmed to us, both by the Teſtimony 
of God's Spirit in our Hearts, and by the good 
Fruits and Effects which we daily reap thereby, 
238 a Seal and Confirmation that God is well 
pleaſed therewith, and approveth us in it. 
Having thus far proceeded to ſhew that there 
ought to be Order and Government among the 
People of God, and that that which we plead 
for is, That there may be certain Meetings ſet 
apart for that End; it is next to be confidered, 
in what Caſes, and how far it may extend. 
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SECTION V. 


In what Caſes, and how far this Government 
extends. And firſt, as to Outwards and Tem- 
porals. Ss RE 


* JF Shall begin with that, which 
5 1 gave the firſt Riſe for this Or. 
theſe Meetings der among the Apoſtles 5 and I do 
_— Buſineſs. verily believe, might have been a. 
OE. mong the firſt Occaſions that gave 
the like among us, and that is, The Care of the 
Poor ; of Widows and Orphans. Love and Con- 
_ paſſion are the great, yea, and the chiefeſt Marks 
of. Chriſtianity: Hereby /hall it be known, ſaith 
Chriſt, that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one 
another. And James the Apoſtle places Religion 
BY + herein in the firſt Place; Pure Re- 
ir HE take ligion (faith he) and undefiled be 
poor. Widows fore God and the Father is, to viſt 
aud Orphans. he Fatherleſs and Widows in ther 

A © Aﬀiiftions, &c. For this then, as 
one main End, do we meet together, that Enquiry 
may be made, if there be any Poor of the Houſ- 

hold of Faith that need, that they may be ſup- 
- Plied ; that the Widows may be taken Care of; 
that.the Orphans and Fatherleſs may be bred up 
and gducated. Who will be ſo Unchriſtian, as 
to reprove this good Order and Government, and 
to ſay it is needleſs? But if any will thus object, 
May not the 'Spirit lead every one of you to give t0 
them that need: What needs meeting about it, and 
fach Formalities ? e be 3 


I anſwer, 


Church-Government in Temporals. 43 


J anſwer, The Spirit of God leads us ſo to do; 
yhat can they ſay to the contrary ? Nor is this 
Practice any ways inconſiſtent with being in- 
wardly and immediately led by the Spirit; for 
the Spirit of God doth now, as well as in the Days 
Per old, lead his People into thoſe Things which 
which are orderly, and of a good Report; for he is the 
11s Or. God of Order, and not of Confuſion: And there- 
1 do hre the holy Apoſtles judged it no | 
| conſiſtency with their being led The Example 


nment 
; Tem- 


n of theApoſtles. 
t gave Wy the Spirit, to appoint Men full 
of the the Holy Ghoſt, and of Wiſdom, 


mer the B 12 of the Poor. Now if to be full 
of the Holy Ghoſt be a Qualification needful for 


| Com: 
Marks 
\ ſaith 
Ve one 
ligion 
re Re- 
od be 


Employment was not to render this ſo needful a 
Qualification uſeleſs and ineffectual, as if they 
were not to be led by it. 

Moreover we. ſee,: though thiey d were at that 
o viſit ime all filled with the Spirit, yet there was 
their ſomething wanting before this good Order was 
en, ascſtabliſhed. There was a Murmuring that ſome 
quiry ¶ Nidortos were neglected in the daily Miniſtration ; 
Hout and we muſt not ſuppoſe the Apoſtles went about 
ſup-· to remedy this Evil that was creeping into the 
e of; Church, without the Counſel of God by his Spi? 
d up it, or that this Remedy they were led to, was 
n, 2s ſtepping into Apoſtacy ; neither can it be ſo ſaid 
, and of us, we proceeding upon the like Occakion. 
bject, , F then it be thus needful and Ro bs 
ve to ſuitable to the Goſpel, to relieve cr 
and] the Neceſſities of the Poor, that as F | 

there was 1 Beggar to be among 


fer, liracl. of old, ſo far leis now; muſt "MN" not 


be 


* a 2” 2 — 
r 


this Employment; ſurely the Nature of their 
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be Meetings to appoint Contributions, in order 
to the performing theſe Things? Which is ng 
other, but the giving of a general Intimation 
what the Needs are, that every one, as God 
moves their Hearts, and hath proſpered then 
(without Impoſition, Force, or Limitation) may 
give towards theſe needful Uſes. In which Cate 
theſe Murmurers at our good Order in ſuch): 
Matters, may well think ſtrange at the Apoſtle: pakl 
How preflingly ! how earneſtly doth he reiterate 
his Deſires and Provocations, ſo to ſpeak, in tha. 
Reſpect to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 16. 2. and the 
eighth and ninth Chapters of the ſecond Epiltl 
throughout! - 
Now, though he teſtifies: to them elſewhere © 
That they are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and 1 
that the Spirit of God dwells in them; yet ceaſcth {d 
he not to intreat and exhort, yea, and to give 5 
them certain Orders in this Matter. 
Beſides all theſe Reaſons, which are ſufficient 
to convince any unprejudicate Man, the ſecret |": 
Approbation of God's Spirit accompanying us in 
this Thing, together with the Fruits and Effects 
of it ; which Hundreds can witneſs to, whoſe | 
Needs have been. ſupplied, and themſelves helped e ha 
_ through divers Difficulties ; and the Teſtimonies 
olf ſome already, and of many more 
Fatherleb „ Orphans and Fatherleſs Children, e 
peu Long who have found no Want, neither of 7? 
Father nor Mother, or other Rela-· . 
_ -* tions, through the tender Love and >: 
che of God's People, in putting them to Trades 
and Employments, and giving > 2- all needful 
Len Which will make it n hy * 


{ 


ect. v. 


n order 
1 18 no 
mation 
1s God 
them 
1) may 
ch Cafe 
n ſuch 
poſtle: 
iterate 
in this 
nd the 
Epiſtle 


ge, that theſe are not the meer Doings and Orders 
Men; but the Work of him who is appearing 
ten Thouſands of his Saints, to eſtabliſh not only 
ruth, but Mercy and Righteouſneſs in the Earth, 
And for that End therefore in the 


Differences in 


aces as to outward Things, which 5 cy 
ny fall out betwixt Friend and ww 
nend ; for ſuch Things may fall 5 
ut through the Intricacies of divers Affairs, 


id defraud his Neighbour, as in many Caſes 


where, ght be inſtanced. Or if thro' the Workin 


, and 
:eaſeth 
; nder (fo far as he can) Strife and Diviſion 
cient {Wnongithem, any ſhould ſo ſtep aſide, as to offer to 
ſecret 
y US in 
Effect 
whoſe 
telped 
1ONnies 
more 
dren, 
her of 


ers by our Joint-Teſtimony and Sufferings,that 
e have Power and Authority to decide and re- 
ove theſe Things among ourſelves, without go- 
g to others to ſeek Redreſs. And this in it- 


ty, that are not wholly prejudicate or obſtinate, 


Rela - Dame ; > 
c 5. g Faith and Religion, and that it be our Joint- 
rades creſt to bring all others unto the ſame 


edful 


er : | | 
this Piming them, it the Truth we profeſs have 
* 1 . not 


? Oburch-Covernment in Temporals. 25 
is Age paſs away to thoſe that have an Eye to 


cond Place this Order reacheth the 2. To compoſe | 
making up and compoling of Diſſer- the Church, 


here neither hath any poſitive Intention toinjure 


id Temptations of him, whoſe Work is to beſet 
e Faithful, and People of the Lord, and to en- 


rong or prejudice his Neighbour ; we do bold- 
aver, as a People gathered together by the Lord, 
ito the ſame Faith, and diſtinguiſhed from all 


lf hath ſo much Reaſon, that I cannet tell if 


an blame it. For if we be of one Mind concern- 


ruth with us, as ſuppoſing them to be wrong 
hat Confidence can we have to think of re- * 
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not ſuch Efficacy, as to reconcile us among our yet } 
ſelves in the Matters of this World: If we bInent 
forced to go out to others for Equity and Juſtic 
becauſe we cannot find it among ourſelves, hol 
can we expect to invite them to come among ug 
when ſuch Virtues, as which ſtill accompany th 
Truth, are neceſſarily ſuppoſed to be wanting 
Should we affirm otherwiſe, it were to deſtrof 
the Truth and Faith we have been, and are, il 
the Lord's Hand, building up: And indeed th 
Spirit and Practice of ſuch as oppoſe us hercinf 
hath no leſs Tendency. 
Moreover, beſides the enforcing and intrinffer 
ſick Reaſon of this Thing, we have the Concu 
rence, Approbation and Comfort of the Apoſtle 
Teſtimony, 1 Cor. 6. Dare any of you, having 
Matter againſt another, go to Law before the Uni 
| and not before the Saints? If it | 
Objection. objected, Do you reckon all unjuſt tha 
are not of you? Think ye all other Pall 
ple void of Fuſtice © I, 
Be I anſwer, Though the Apoll 

Believers not uſeth this Expreſſion, I am 
before the Un- ſuaded he did not reckon all othe 
Juſt, ec. unjuſt, that had not received the 
the Chriſtian- Faith. There were, no doubt, mor 
and juit Men among the Heathen ; and therefo 
the ſame Paul commends the Nobility of F:/tu 
He there reckons them Unjuſt in reſpect of tif 
Saints, or comparatively with them, as ſuch 6 
are not come to the juſt Principle of God in the! 
Felves, to obey it and follow it: And therefaſbe fo 
though he accounts them, who are leaſt eſteemaſTus no 
in the Church, capable to decide ſuch Matten ters 


* 


— 
* 
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— vey 79, 


Church-Government in Temporals. 3 47 
jet he ſuppoſeth it ſafer to ſubmit to their Judg- 


ect, v 
g Our 


we bMnent in ſuch Caſes, though it were by taking 
Juſtice Mrong, or /ufering Wrong, than to go before o- 
8, howſthers, to the greater Reproach of the Truth. We 
ong ushope, though many Occaſions of the kind have 
my thEallen in among us, ſince we have been a people, 
nting ſhone have had juſt Occaſion to decline our Judg- 
deſtroſ nent. And though ſome ſhould ſuppoſe them- 


are, I 
ed th 
herein 


elyes to be wronged ; yet if they ſhould bring 
their Matter have others, we might ſay, as 
the Apoſtle faith in the fore- mentioned Chapter, 
er. 7. This were thereby a Fault in them, and would 
endence a greater Care of ſome outward Concern, 
jan of the Honour and Intereſt of Truth; and 


intrin 
ZONCUr 


poſtle therefore ſuch as have a tender Regard that way, 
aving Would rather ſuffer what, to their Apprehen- 
U nuns, may ſeem wrong. For in Matters wherein 
fit Mo Parties are oppoſite in the Caſe 5 8 


uſt tha 


f Meum and Teum, it is ſomewhat The Cate ot 
her Pu 


bard to pleaſe both; except where Meum and 
the Power of Truth, and the righte- **"* 

dus Judgment thereof reaching to 

that of God in the Conſcience, hath brought to a 
e Acknowledgement him that hath been miſta- 
ken, or in the Wrong ; which hath frequently 


Apollt 
\ 2 
| othe 
d the 


„ morallen out among us, to the often refreſhing and 
crefoiconfirming our Souls in the certain Belief, that 
 F-rugChriſt was fulfilling ' his Promiſes among us, In 
of ti reſtoring Fudges, as at the firſt, and Counſellors, 
uch Ir in the Beginning. | „ 
n then Now, ſuppoſe any ſhould Going before Unbeliev- 


1 wg from t udgment 
ierefaſſbe ſo pettiſh, or humorous, f tte Brechten, Ji 4 Pit. 


teeme as not to agree in ſuch Mat- honour to the Truth. 


N "I his 


48 The Anarchy of the Ranters, &c. Sect. v. 
his Brethren, and to go before the Unbelieyer, 
(for though I reckon them not ſuch Unbelieyer, 
as the Heathen of old, becauſe they profeſs 2 
Faith in God and Chriſt; yet I may ſafely ay, 
they are Unbelievers as to theſe Principles and 
Doctrines, which we know are the Truth of God; 
and in that Senſe muſt be Unbelievers as to him, 
that ſo appealeth to them from his Brethren,) 
I fay, ſuch as ſo do, firſt commit a certain Hurt, 
and Evil, in ſtaining the Honour and Reputation 
of the Truth they profeſs, which ought to be 
dearer to us than our Lives. 
outward Matter, for which they thus do, they 
run 2 Hazard, not knowing whether Thing 


hall carry, as they expect: If they loſe, thy 


have a double Prejudice; if they gain it is at 
too dear Rate, even with the Hurt of Trut!' 
Reputation, which their outward Advantage can- 
not make up. If then it be unlawful to do Evi, 
that Good may come of it, even a Spiritual God; 
far leſs is it lawful to do a Poſitive Evil, of ſo 
deep a Dye as to bring an evil Report upon 
the good Land, and give the Uncircumciſed an 
Occaſion to rejoice : Out of the uncertain Hope 
of an outward Gain, it is far better to ſuffer 
Loſs, as the Apoſtle. very well argues in the 
Place above-mentioned, 1 

Indeed, if there be any ſuch, who have been, or 
9 to be of us, as ſuppoſe, There is not a wiſe 
Man among us all, nor an honeſt Man, that is able 


iso judge betwixt bis. Brethren ; we ſhall not co- 
vet to meddle in their Matter, being perſwaded; 
that either they, or their Cauſe, is nought.— 
(Praiſes to God) among all thoſe Ae 

e 


» 


Though 


: 


2 


And even in that 


mak 
King 


Mis 


1 


* 
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have gone from us, either upon one Account or 
other, I never e any were ſo minded 
towards us; but thé moſt Part of 
them having let in the Offence. of Apoſtates. , 
1 eſtimony 

ome Things, or Perſons, have had concerning us. 
this unanimous Teſtimony concern- 1 
ing us, that generallh ꝛbe are an honeſt 
and upright-hearted People. N 

But whatever Senſe our Enemies, or Apoſtates 


lievery 
levers 
ofeſs 2 
y tay, 
eS and 
t God; 
o him, 
hren.) 
Hurt, 
tation 
to be 
in that 
„ th 
Ching 
5 they 
t is at 
Truth 
ze can. 
Evil 
Good ; 
of ſo 


md can ſee nothing aright in thoie they love 
pot, or are prejudicate againſt: This we can ſay, 
u the lait Place (beſides the Reaſons and Scrip- 
tire above declared) that the good Fruits, and 
Effects, which daily abound to the Houſhold of 
Fath, in this, as well as the other Parts of the 
Government the Lord is eſtabliſhing among us, 
doth more and more commend it unto us; and 
wahrmeth our Hearts in the certain Belief of 
that, which we can confidently teſtify in good 
Conſcience, That God hath led us hereunto by his 
uponWSprrit; and we ſee the Hand of the Lord herein, 
ſed au chich in due Time will yet more appear; that as 
_ Hopethrough our faithful Teſtimony in the Hand 
ſuffeche the Lord that antichriſtian and YES 
n theEoſtatized Generation, the NA- Prieſts Gree 
HONAL MINISTRY, hath re- and Tythes 
en, Oflceived a deadly Blow by our dif- ba ee 
a wiſecoyering and witneſſing againſt their Blow. TT. 
is ablefereed Maintenance, and Tythes 
t- co- N gainſt which we have teſtified by many cruel 
vaded, dufferings of all Kinds (as our Chronicles ſhall 
ght. make known to Generations to come) ſo that their 
e that Kingdom, in the Hearts of Thoufands, begins to 
have] 8 — 5 totter 


* 
* 


have of us, who look aſquint on the Face of Truth, 
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© Lawyers, by as Prieſts) who by their many Tricks 


aufe of the Meanneis of it, as the Jes of ol Fai 
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totter and loſe its Strength, and ſhall affuredly 
fall to the Ground, through Truth's prevailing 
in the Earth; ſo on the other Hand do we, by 
coming to Righteouſneſs and Innocency, weaken 
the Strength of their Kingdom, who judge for ſi 
Rewards (as well as ſuch as preach for Hire) and %“ 
by not miniſtring Occaſion to thoſe, who have 
heaped up Riches, and lived in Exceſs, Luſt and 
Riot, by feeding and preying upon the Iniquities 
and Contentions of the People. For as Truth 
and Righteouſneſs prevails in the Earth, by our 
faithful witneſſing and keeping to it, the Nations 
ſhall come to be eaſed and diſburdened of that 
| deceitful Tribe of Lawyers (as wel 
—— to- and endleſs Intricacies, have rendred 
ment Con- Juſtice, in their Method, burden. 
NE ſome to honeſt Men, and ſeek not 
ſo much to put an End, as to foment 
Controverſies and Contentions, that; 
they themſelves may be ſtill fed and upheld, and N. 
their Trade kept up. Whereas by Truth's Pro- Pre 
pagation, as many of theſe Controverſies will dic hi. 
by Mens coming to be leſs contentious; ſo when ledg 
any Difference ariſeth, the Saints giving *Judg- port 


ment without Gift or Reward, or running into Wo 
the Tricks and endleſs Labyrinths of the Law: orde 


vers, will ſoon compoſe them. And this is that Rep 
we are periwaded the Lord 1s bringing about and 
in our Day, though many do not, and many will dot] 


not fee it; becauſe it is indeed in a Way differ - oc 


ent and contrary to Mens Wiſdom, who are now of C 
deſpifing Chriſt in his inward Appearance, be: Th 


. VF 
ur edly 
v ailing 
Ve, by 
veaken 
ge for 
e) and 
) have 
uſt and 
quities 
Truth 
y our 
fations 
of that 
as well 
Tricks 
>ndred 
urden- 
K not 
omett 
3, that 
d, and 
8 Pro- 
vill die 
when 
Judg: 
g into 
Law. 


s that 


Jbe nothing done in that Procedure, viages. 


doth very fitly, among other Things, when it 
of God, when met, to take Care to preſerve all 


Faith, We do believe, our Adverſaries, that 


| C reboot in Temporals. „ 


did him in his outward : Yet notwithſtanding 
there were ſome then that did witneſs, and could 
got be filent, but muſt teſtify that He was come; 
yen ſo now are there Thouſands that can ſet 
to: their Seal, that he hath now again the Second 
time appeared, and 1s appearing in Ten Thouſands 
F bis Saints; in and among whom (as a firſt 
Fruits of many more that ſhall be gathered) he 
1 2 the Golden Age, and 
bringing them into the Holy Order Chrit's re- 
ind Government of lis own Son, who Golden * \ 
z ruling, and to rule in the midſt of 
them, ſetting forth the Counſellors _ 
; at the Beginning, and Judges as at Firſt ; and 
eſtabliſhing Truth, Mercy, Righteouſneſs and 
Pagrment again in the Earth: Amen, Hallelujah ! 
hirdly, "Theſe Meetings take Care | 
in the Caſe of Marriages, that all 3. To take 


: Care in the 
things be clear; and that there may caſe of Mar- 


which afterwards may prove to the 
Prejudice of Truth, or of the Parties concerned; 
which being an outward Thing (that is acknow- 
ledged in itfelf to be lawful) of the greateſt Im- 
portance a Man or Woman can perform in this 
World; and from the ſudden, unwary, or diſ- 
orderly Procedure whereof, very great Snares and. 
Reproaches may be caſt both upon the Parties, 
and the Profeſſion owned by them; therefore it 


occurs, come to be conſidered of by the People 


Things right and ſavoury in the Houſhold of 
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watch for Evil againſt us, would be glad how 
promiſcuouſly or diſorderly we proceeded in this 
weighty Matter, that ſo they might the more 
boldly accuſe us, as Overturners of all human 
and Chriſtian Order: But God hath not left ys 
without his Counſel and Wiſdom in this Thing; 
nor will he, that any ſhould receive juſt Occaſion 
againſt us his People: And therefore in this 
weighty Concern, we, who can do nothing a. 

ainſt the Truth, but all for, and with Regard 
to the Truth, have divers Teſtimonies for the 
Lord. And--- - TG : 
1. Our Teſti- Firſt, That we cannot Marry with 
TT thoſe that walk not in, and obey nit 


- the: Vabelize- the Truth, as being of another Fuds- 


ers. ment, or Fellowſhip ; or pretending ti 
it, walk not ſuitably and anſwerable thereto. 2 
2. By the Secondly, Nor can We go to the 
Prieſt, - Hireling-Prieſts, to uphold their falſe 


an uſurped Authority, who take upon them to marry 
Feaple without any Command, or Precedent for it 
* from the Law of Gf. 
Po Laſtly, Nor can we ſuffer any ſuch 
3. In forbidden find of Marriages ro paſs among Us, 
Degrees. which either as to the Degrees of Con- 
ſumguinity, or otherwiſe, in itſelf is unlawful, or Whig 
from which there may be any juſt Reflection caſt Rh x 
upon our Way. | 


o 


. As to the firſt Two, they being Bins 
ell Une Matter of Principles received and Ngain 
ain nbe- . + a 
ders. believed, it is not my Work here to 
debate them; only ſince they are 
received and owned as ſuch (tor which we oy 
| 5 an 


. — 5 
* v " 7 =D 
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how and have given our ſufficient reaſons elſewhere, 
1 this I as for our other principles) we ought to care 
more ¶ how any, by walking otherwiſe, bring Reproach 
uman ¶ upon us; yet not to paſs them wholly by, as 
cit us N to the Firit. Beſides the Teſtimony of the Spirit 
ung; f God in our Hearts (which is the original 
cation Ground of our Faith in all Things) we have the 
1 this Teſtimony of the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cyr. 6. 14. 
Ng ge ye not unequally yoked together, &c. Now 
egard Wi any ſhould think, it were much from this 
r the Scripture to plead it abſolutely unlawful, in any 
Maſe, to join in Marriage with any (however 


with otherwiſe ſober) becauſe of their not being one 
) 7 With us in all Things, I ſhall ſpeak my Judg- 
Fudg. Mnent. To me it appears ſo ; and to many more 


ing u Who have obtained Mercy ; and we think we have 


the Spirit of God, But whether 1t be lawful or 
not, I can ſay poſitively, It ig not expedient, 
neither doth it edify, and (as that which is of 
angerous Conſequence) doth give juſtly Offence 
o the Church of Chriſt : And therefore no true 
ender Heart will prefer his private Love to the 


0 the 


a 


marr 9 


for it 


y fach zood and Intereſt of the whole Body. 

u, As for the Second, In that we 

F Cont leny the Prieſts their aſſumed Au- 2 
ul, „ Hority and Power to marry, it is pits 


lat which in no wiſe we can recede Uſurpations. 
om, nor can we own any in the . 
bing of it; it being a Part of our Teſtimony 
gainſt the Uſurpations of that Generation, who 
ere to erer yet, that I ever heard of, could produce 
y are ay Scripture-proof, or Example for it. 
nd ſeeing none can pretend Conſcience in the 
atter (for they themſelves confeſs that it is 
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no Part of the Eſſence of Marriage) if any pre. 
| tending to be among us, ſhould, through Fear, 
Intereſt, or Prejudice to the Truth, come under, 
and bow to, that Image, have we not Reaſon to 
deny ſuch laviſh and ignoble Spirits, as mind 
not Truth and its Teſtimony ? 
Laſtly, Seeing, if any walking 
"Teſt. 3. with us, or going under the ſame 
Againſt for- TY . R 
'bidden De- Name, ſhould haſtily or diſorderl 
grees of Cen. go together, either being within th, 
Pre-engage- Degrees of Conſanguinity, whic 
ments, Cc. the Law of God forbids, or tht 
either Party ſhould have been for 
merly under any Tie or Obligation to other 
or any other vaſt Diſproportion, which migh 
bring a juſt Reflection upon us from our Oppe 
ſers ; can any blame us for taking Care to pre 
vent theſe Evils, by appointing that ſuch 1 
ſo deſign, mate known their Intentions to tix 
Churches or Aſſemblies, where they are moſt noun 
that if any know juit Cauſe of Hindrance, 1 
may be mentioned, and a timous Lett put to th 
Hurt, either by ſtopping it, it they can be broug 
to condeſcend ; or by refuſing to be Witneſſes an 
Concurrers with them in it, if they will not 
For we take not upon us to hinder any to marr 
otherwiſe than by Advice, or diſconcerning ou 
+ ſelves; neither do we judge, that ſuch as do ma 
y contrary to our Mind, that therefore the 


Marriage is null and void in itſelf, or may 


diſſolved afterwards; Nay, all our meddling 

in a holy Care for the Truth. For if the Thi 
be right, all that we do, is to be Witneſſes; at 
ift otherwiſe, that we may ſay for our Vindic 
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tion to ſuch as may upbraid us therewith, that 
we adviſed otherwiſe, and did no ways concur in 
the Matter ; that ſo they may bear their own 
Burden, and the Truth and People of God be 
cleared. | 
Now I am confident that our Way  _ 
herein is ſo anſwerable to Reaſon and What Kind of 


Chriſtianity, that none will blame us not bear the 


therefor ; except either ſuch, whoſe good Order of 
| ruth, 


ny pre 


1 Fear, 
under, 
aſon to 
3 Mind 


valking 
ie ſame 


1forder| : 
Yor 05 regular and impatient Luſts can- 


not ſuffer a ſerious and Chriſtian Exa- 
mnation,and an adviſed and moderate 
Procedure ; or ſuch, who watching for Evil a- 
gainſt us, are ſorry we ſhould proceed ſo Or- 
derly, and would rather we ſhould ſuffer all 
manner of Irregularities and Abominations, that 
they might have the more to ſay againſt us. But 
the ſolid and real Reaſons we have for our Way 
herein, will ſufficiently plead for us in the Hearts 
of all ſober Men ; and moreover, the Teſtimony 
of God's Spirit in our Hearts, doth abundantly 
confirm us both againſt the Folly of the one, 
and the Envy of the other. 
Fourthly, There being nothing more 
needful, than to preſerve Men and | 
Women in Righteouſneſs, after they are 4: Our Care 
ing ou ought into it; and alſo nothing = 
do nal more certain, than that the great Offenders. 
e thell Enemy of Man's Soul ſeeks daily 
may how he may draw back again, and N 
dling catch thoſe who have in ſome Meaſure eſcaped 
e Thin his Snares, and known Deliverance from them; 
es; 1 therefore do we alſo meet together, that we may 
Vindic] receive an Opportunity to underſtand, if any 
toll 8 YRS. 
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have fallen under his Temptations, that we may 
reſtore them again, if poſſible ; or otherwiſe . 
Parate them from US. Surely, if we did not 
ſo, we might be juſily blamed as ſuth, among 
whom it were lawful to commit any Evil unre- 
proved; indeed this were to be guilty of that 
Libertiniſin which ſome have falſely accuſed us 
of, and which hath been our Care all along, a; 
became the People of God, to avoid: Therefore 
we have ſought always to keep the Houle clean, 
by faithfully reproving and removing, accord- 
ing to the Nature of the Oifence, and the Scan- 
dal following thereupon ; private Things private- 
ly, and public Things publicly. We deſire not 
to propagate Hurt, and defile Peoples Minds, 
with telling them ſuch Things as tend not to 
edity ; yet do we not ſo cover over, or {mooth 
over any Wickedneſs, as not to deal roundly 
with the Perſons guilty, and cauſing them to 
take away the Scandal in their Acknowledgment 
before all, to whoſe Knowledge it hath come: 
Vet judge we not ourſelves obliged to fell that 
in Gath, or publiſh that in the Streets of Aſkelon, 
which make the Daughters of the Unarcumcjed 
rezoice ;, or ſtrengthen Atheiſis and Ranters in 
their Obduratenets, who feed more upon the 
Failings of the Saints, than to imitate their true 
Repentance. And therefore where: we find an 
nnfeigning Returning to the Lord, we deſire not 
to remember that which the Lord hath for- 
gotten ; nor yet to throw Offences in the Way 


of the Weak, that they may frumbie upon them. 


And therefore I conclude, that our Care as to 
theſe, Things alſo is moſt necdful, and a Part of 
«ſl wh Pp that 
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that Order and Government, which the Church 
ok Chriſt never was, nor can be without; as 


doth abundantly appear by divers Scriptures here- 


tofore mentioned. 


6 
1 


L 


STFCTION VE 


fo far this Government doth extend in Mat- 
ters Spiritual, and purely Conſcientious. 


HUS far I have conſidered the Order and 
Government of the Church, as it reſpects 
u Things; and its Authority in condemn- 
ng or removing ſuch Things, which in them- 
kives are Evil, as being thoſe, which none will 
radly juſtify: The Neceſſity of winch Things 
s ſuch, that few but will acknowledge the Care 
nd Order in theſe Cafes to be commendable and 
whedient. | 
Now I come to conſider the Things of another 
ind, which either verily are, or are ſuppoſed to 
x Matters of CONSCIENCE, or at leaſt, 
rherein People may lay Claim to Conſcience, in 
be acting or forbearing of them. In which the 


reat Queſtion is, How 
hurch may give poſitive Orders or Rules? How 
or her Authority reacheth, or may be ſuppoſed to 
binding, and ought to be ſubmitted to © For the 
etter clearing and Examination of which, it 
ml be fit to conſider, N 

Firſt, Whether the Church of Chriſt Queſt. 1. 

ah *Pawer in any Cafes that are 
latters of Conſcience, to give a pgſitive Son 
2 TT 5 


ar in fuch Caſes the 
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and Deciſion, which may be obligatory abo 
believers © 
' Queſt. 11. Secondly, 17 fo, in what Caſes 
and Reſpects ſhe may ſo do? 
Queſt. III. Thirdly, Wherem conſiſts the Free 
dom and Liberty of Conſcience, 
which may be exerciſed by the Members of the ty ue 
Church diverſely, without judging one another? 
And Laſtly, In whom the Pour 
* deciſive Ne in Caſe of Contro- 
verſy, Contention in fu 
Matters 2---Which will allo lead us, To obſer 
the vaſt Difference betwixt Us and the Papitts 
and others in this particular. 
As to the Firit, N. hether the Church 
Queſt. I. of Chrift hath Peter in any Caſes, 
that are Matters of Conſcience, t 
give @ poſitive Sentence and Deciſion, which may be 
obligatory hen Believers.--- 
2 I Anſwer affirmatively, She hath; 
| Anſxer. and ſhall prove it from divers Inſtan- 
ces, both from Scripture and Reaſon, 
1 For Firſt, All Principles and Article 
Maner: of of Faith, which are held doctrinally 
Conſcience. are, in Reſpect to thoſe that believe 
them, Matters of Conſcience. We 
know the Papiſts do out of Conſcience (ſuch 2 
are zealous among them) adore, worſhip and pray 


to Angels, Saints and Images, yea, and to the Eu 


chariſt, as Jute g it to be 3 Chriſt Jeſus; 
and ſo do others place Conſcience in 
>, Proof Things that are abſolutely wrong 
San.” Now I ſay, we being gathered to 
gether into the Belief of certain Prin- 
ciples 


t. VI. 


%pon 
Caſes 


Free. 
1ence, 
he true 
er ? 
Peer 
Ontro- 

fach 
obſer: 
apitts, 


urch 

Cafes, 
CC, © 
may be 


hath; 
[nitan- 
.eaſon, 
Articles 
inally, 
delieve 
„We 
ich as 
d pray 


e Lu- 


Jeſus 


nce in 
rong: 
ed to 
1 Prin- 

ciples 


Church-Cavernment in Spirituals. . 59 


ciples and Doctrines, without any Conſtraint or 
worldly Reſpect, but by the meer Force of Truth 
upon our Underſtanding, and its Power and In- 
fuence upon our Hearts; theſe Principles and 
Doctrines, and the Practices neceſſarily depending 
upon them are, as it were, the Terms that have 
drawn us together, and the * Bond, by which we 
became centred into one Body and Fellowſhip, and 
diſtinguiſhed from others. Now if any one, or 
more, ſo engaged with us, ſhould ariſe to teach 
any other Doctrine or Doctrines, contrary to theſe 
which were the Ground of our being one ; who 
can deny, but the Body hath Power in ſuch a Caſe 
to declare, This 1s not according to the Truth we 
profeſs ; and therefore wwe pronounce ſuch and ſuch 
Doctrines to be wrong, with which we cannot have 
Unity, nor yet any more Spuritual-Fellowſhip with 
thoſe that hold them? And ſo cut themſelves off 
from being Members, by diſſolving the very Bond 
by which they were linked to the Body. Now 
this cannot be accounted Tyranny and Oppreſfion, 
no more than in a civil Society, if one of the So- 
ciety ſhall contradict one or more of the funda- 
mental Articles, upon which the Society was con- 
tracted, it cannot be reckoned a Breach or Iniqui- 
ty in the whole Society to declare, that ſuch Con- 
ttradictors 


W 


— . — 


* Yet this is not ſo the Bond, but that aue have alſo a more in- 
ward and inviſible, to wit, the Life of Righteouſneſs, whereby 
ve alſo have Unity with the upright Seed in all, even in thoſe, wheſe 
Under/tandings are not yet fo enlightened. But to thoſe, who are 
ence enlightened, this ir as an outward Bond; and if they ſuffer 
themſelves to be darkened through Diſobedience, awhich as it does 

in the outward Bond, /o it doth in the inward. 
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tradictors have done wrong, and forfeited their 
Right in that Society ; in caſe, by the original 
Conſtitution, the Nature of the Contradiction 
implies ſuch a Forfeiture, as uſually it is; and 
will no Doubt hold in religious Mat. 
| The pine. ters. As if a Body be gathered 
Prineiples of into one Fellowſhip, by the Belicf, 
a. Fellowlhip of certain Principles, he that comes 
EXCi:Uacs . * 7 
himſell to believe otherwiſe, naturally icat- 
therefrom, tereth himſelf ; for that the Cauſe 
and ſcatters, . . : 
| | that gathered him, 1s taken away : 
And ſo thoſe that abide conſtant 
in declaring the Thing to be ſo as it is, and in 
Jooking upon him, and witneſling of him to others 
(if need be) to be ſuch, as he has made himſcl}, 
do him no Injury. I ſhall make the Suppolition 
in the General, and let every People make the 
Application to themſelves, abſtracting from us; 
and then let Conſcience and Reaſon in every im- 
partial. Reader declare, whether or not it doth 
not hold ? Suppote a People really gathered unto 
the Belief of the true and certain Principles of 
the Goſpel, if any of theſe People ſhall ariſe and 
contradict any of thoſe fundamental Truths, 
whether has not ſuch as ſtand, good Right to 
cat juch an one out from among them, and to pro- 
nousce poſitivcly, This 7s contrary to the Truth 
02 projeſs and own ; and therefore ought to be re- 
iced, and not received, nor yet he that aſſerts it 


as one of us? And is not this obligatory upon 


all the Members, ſeeing all are concerned in the 
tite Care, as to themſelves, to hold the Right 
and that out the Wrong ? I cannot tell, if any 
Man of Reaſon can well deny this: 8 However, [ 


* ſhall 


EVE 


their 
iginal 
iction 
and 
Mat- 
hered 
Zelief, 
omes 
cat 
Zauſe, 
Way: 
uſtant 
ind in 
)thers 
mel}, 
{tion 
e the 
N Us; 
im- 
doth 
| unto 
les of 
e and 
ruths, 
cht to 
0 pro- 
Truth 
be re- 
-rts it 


upon 
n the 
Right 
any 
ver, I 
mall 


Church-Government 17 Spir ituals. 61 


all prove it next from the Teſtimony of the 
Scripture, 

Gal. 1. 8. But though we, or an 
Angel from Heaven, preach any other 
Chet unto you, than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accurſed. As. 
we ſaid before, jo 75 I now again, if any Man 
preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that ye have 
recerved, let him be accurſed. 

ELM; 1 19, 20 Holding Faith and. a good 
(mſcrence, which ſome having put away, concerning 
Faith, have made Shipwreck. Of whom is Hyme- 
us and Alexander, whom I have delivered unte 
batan, that they may learn not to blaſpheme. 

2 John 10. there come any unto you, and 
ing not this Doctrine, receive him not into your 
Howe, neither bid him rejoices (For 1o the 
reek hath it.) 

Theſe Scriptures are ſo clear and plain in thaw 
elves, as to this Purpoſe, that they need no 
eat Expolition to the unbiafled and unpreju- 
licate Reader. For ſeeing it is ſo, that in the 
me Church there may Men arſe, and ſpeak 
erverſe Things, contrary to the Doctrine and 
boſpel already received ; what 1s to be the Place 
f thoſe that hold the pure. and ancient Truth? 
uſt they look upon theſe perverſe Men ftill 
s their Brethren ? Mult they cheriſh them as 
ellow- Members, or muſt they judge, condemn 
d deny them? We muſt not think the Apotile 
vanted Charity, who will have them 
curſed ; and that gave Hymeng@us 
nd Alexander over to Satan, after 


at they had departed from the 


1. Proof 
from Scrip- 
ture, 


9 and 
Alexander in- 
ſtan cee. 


true 
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true Faith, that they might learn not to blaf. ſg, 
pheme. In ſhort, if we muſt (as our Oppoſers I 
herein acknowledge) preſerve and keep thoſe, that N Mie 
are come to own the Truth, by the fame Means In. 
they were gathered and brought into it; we muſt ſg, 
not ceaſe to be plain with them, and tell them, ed 
when they are wrong; and by ſound Doctrine, Net 
both exhort and convince Gain-ſayers. If the je. 
Apoſtles of Chriſt of old, and the Preachers of ope: 
the everlaſting Goſpel in this Day, had told all ryn 
People, however wrong they found them in, 
their Faith and Principles, Our Cha- I 
8 wrong rity and Love is ſuch, we dare. nt 

arity and 3 / CUM 
| falſe Love to Judge you, nor ſeparate from you ; bu 970 
— ae: let us all live in Love together, andrec.c 
every one enjoy his own Opinion, audio 
| all will be well : How ſhould ther 
Nations have been ; or what Way can they he 
brought to Truth and Righteouſneſs ? Would not 
the Devil love this Doctrine well, by which Dark 
neſs and Ignorance, Error and Confuſion might 
{ll continue in the Earth unreproved, and un- 
condemned ? If it was needtul then for the Apo- 
ſtles of Chriſt in the Days of old to reprove 
without ſparing to tell the High-Prieſts, and 
reat Profeſſors among the Jews, that they wer 
ftubborn and ſtiff-necked, and always reſiſted th 
Holy Ghoſt, without being guilty of Impoſitionl 
and Oppreflion, or want of true Love and Chah 
rity ;, and alſo for thoſe Meſſengers the Lord 
raiſed up in this Day, to reprove and cry out 
againſt the Hireling-Prieſts, and to tell the World; 

- openly, both Profeſſors and Prophane, het th: 
were in Darkneſs and Ignerance, out of the Trull 


| 8 trange! 
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blal.¶ rangers and Aliens from the Common-Wealth of 

poſers Eljfrael ; if God has gathered a People, by this 
-, that Means, into the Belief of one and the fame 
Means Truth, muſt not they, if they turn and depart 
2 mult from it, be admoniſhed, reproved and condemn- 
them, ea (yea, rather than thoſe that are not yet come 
chine, Io the Truth) becauſe they crucify afreſh unto 
If the themſelves the Lord of Glory, and put him to 
ers of open Shame ? It ſeems the Apoſtle judged it ve- 
„Id all ry needful they ſhould be ſo dealt with, Tit. 1. 
em in io. when he ſays, There are many unruly and vain 
Cha- ¶ falters and Deceivers, eſpecially they of the Cir- 
re WiBmcfon, WHOSE MOUTHS MUST BE 

u ; buITOPPED, Cc. Were ſuch a Principle to be 
„ and feceived or believed, that in the Church of Chriſt 
n, ano Man ſhould be ſeparated from, no Man con- 
d thefliemned or excluded the Fellowſhip and Com- 
ney beſhnunion of the Body, for his Judgment or Opi- 

1d not non in Matters of Faith, then what Blaſphemies 

Dart horrid, what Hereſies ſo damnable, what 
migltWo&rines of Devils, but might harbour itſelf in 

nd unte Church of Chriſt ? What need then of ſound 


e Apo Doctrine, if no Doctrine make unſound ? What 
-Pr0VoMmeed of convincing and exhorting Gain-ſayers, 
8, ad to Gain-ſay be no Crime? Where Ts 
cy w"Yhould the Unity of the Faith be? f ne met of 
ted lere not. this an Inlet to all Man- Abominations. 
wy ner of Abomination ; and to make 

id Cha 


70d the whole Tendency of Chriſt, 

ind his Apoſtles Doctrine; and DES 

nder the Goſpel of none Effect; and give 3 

Liberty to the unconſtant and giddy Will of Man 

0 innovate, alter and overturn it at his Plea- 

ure ? So that from all that is above mentioned, 
"> we 
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we do ſafely conclude, that where a People are F 
gathered together into the Belief of the Princes 
ples and Doctrines of the Goſpel os Chriſt, if any 
of that People ſhall go from their Principles, and they 
aſſert Things falſe and contrary to what they have! 
already received; ſuch as ſtand and abide firm in lend 
the Faith, have Power „by the Spirit of God, a. B 
ter they Re uſcd Cha ian Page avours to con. that 
vince and reclaim them, upon their Obſtinacy to Aller 
ſeparate from ſuch, and to exclude them fromſſÞt9 d 
their ſpiritual Fellowihip and Communion : For 
otherwiſe, if this be denied, farewel to all Chri- 
ſtianity, or to the maintaining of any {ound Doc: 
trine in the Church of Chriſt. 
But, Secondiy, Taking it for grant. 
. ed. that the Church of Chritt, or 
Aſſembly of Believers, may, in ſome 
Caſes, that are Matter of Conſcience, pronounce 
a politive Sentence and ſudgment without Hazard 
of Impoſition upon the Members, it comes to beat o 
„ e In what Cajes, and how far this Powe 
reacheth © 
Aer. __ TI Anſwer, Firſt, As that which is 
maoſt clear and undeniable, in the fun- 
damental Principles and Doctrines of Faith, in Caſe 
any ſhould offer to teach otberwiſe, as is above de 
clared and pro ved. But ſome may perhaps ac- 
knowledgethat ind iced if any fnould contradictthelf 
known and owned Principles of Fruth, and teach 
otherwiſe, it were. fit to cait out ag exclude 
ſuch; but what judgeſt thou as to leſſer Matters, 
as in Principles of leſs Conſequence, or in outward 
Ceremonies or Geſtures, whether it be fit to press us, ſ 
Uniformity 3 in theſe I hings ? For Anſwer to this, Wh 7, 
ibs 23 we £0 -C0N:10er, - | First 


feelir 
wick 
a bein 
hing 
vitho 
ar lei 
atte 
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Firſt, The Nature of the Things Conlderas 
themſelves. | ; Hon z. | 

Secondly, The Spirit and Ground . 
they proceed from. 

Aa. Thirdly, The AK Ws and 3. 
Tendency of them. 

But betarel proceed upon theſe, I affirm, and 
that according to Truth, that as the Church and 
Aſſembly of God's People may, and hath Power 
to decide by the Spirit of God in Matters fun- 
- For fMdamental and weigaty (without which no De- 
Chr. Neon nor Decree in whatever Matters is avail- 
| Doc. Mable) ſo the ſame Church and Aflembly alſo, in 

other Matters of leſs Moment, as to 
orant. themſelves (yet being needful and The Deciſion 8 
7} „ erpedient with a Reſpect to the Cir- Jeg Moment in 
ſomeanſtance of Time, Place and other the Church ob- 
nee Things that may fall in) may ank 
bath Power by the ſame Spirit, and 
not otherwiſe, being acted, moved and eee 
ed by it thereto, to pronounce a poſitive Judg- 
ment: Which, no Doubt, will be found obliga- 


Ounce 
Lazard 
to be 


Pour 


nich ij tory upon all fack who ive a Senſe and Feeling 
e fun- ef the Mind of the Spirit, though rejected by 
n CaſſWuch as are not watchful, and ſo are out of the 
ve de. Feeling and Unity of the Life. - And this is that 


which none that own immediate Revelation, or 
being inwardly led by the Spirit, to be now a 
hing expected or diſpenſed to the Saints, can, 
mthout contradicting their own Principle, deny; 
ar leſs ſuch with - whom I have to do in this 
atter, who claiming this Privilege to Particu- 
pres us, faying, That they being moved to do fuch. and 
5 thiq Kb rags, though EY to the Mind and Fw c 


Fir 


8 dc - 

"the 
teach 
-clade 
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of their Brethren, are not to be judged for it; add. 
ing, Why may it not be fo, that God hath moved 
them to it? © Now if this be a ſufficient Reaſon 
for them to ſuppoſe as to one or to, I may with. 
out Abſurdity ſuppoſe it as well to the whole 
Body. And therefore as to the Firſt, to wit, 
| The Nature of the Things then. 
Conf. r. - ſelves. If it be ſuch a Thing, the 
doing or not doing whereof, that iz, 
eeither any Act, or the Forbearance 
Agzinſt the of any, may bring a real Reproach or 
- Thath. Ground of Accufation againſt the 
and through, which there may a viſible Schiſm 
and Diffention ariſe in the Church,. by which 
Truth's Enemies may be gratified, and itſelf 
brought into Diſeſteem; then it is fit for ſuch, 
_ whote Care is to keep all right, to take Inſpec: 
tion in the Matter, to meet together in the Fear 
God, to wait for his Counſel, and to ſpeak forth 
his Mind, according as he ſhall manifeſt himſel 
in and among them. And this was the Practice 
of the primitive Church in the Matter of Ci 
tcumciſian. For here lay the Debate: Some though 
it not needful to circumciſe the Gentiles; other 
thought it a Thing not to be diſpenſed with: And 
no doubt of theſe (for we muſt remember, the) 
were not the rebellious Feros, but ſuch as hac 


already believed in Chriſt) there were that did 


it out of Conſcience, as judging Circumciſion te 
be fall obligatory. For they ſaid thus, exce 


ze be circumriſed after the Manner of Moſes, / 
| cannot be ſaved® Now what Courſe took ti 
Church of Axe in theſe Caſes ? ds 1 75 


Truth profeſſed and owned, and in, 
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The 


decided the Matter, neither that 


Advice and Concurrence of the Apoſtles and El- 


greater Property of the Church of Chriſt, than 


and Oneneſs in Judgment, and Practice in Mat- 


never contrary 


fame, Spirit, the true Liberty 


ther in the Fear of God. 


i 
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They determined that Paul and Bar- 
nabas, and certain other of them ſhould 
go unto Jeruſalem, unto the Apoſtles 
and Elders, about this Queſtion. We 
muſt not ſuppoſe they wanted the 
Spirit of God at Antioch to have 


The Church at 
Autioch, ſends. 
a Caſe to Feru- 
ſalem, for Ad- 
vice from the 
Elders. 
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theſe Apoſtles neglected or went from their in- 
ward Guide in undertaking this Journey; yet we 
ſee, they judged it meet in this Matter to have the 


p „„ IRETITN a „ — 
We 2 3 « . mn — 4 
. — 7 


ders, that were at Jeruſalem, that they might be 
all of one Mind in the Matter. For there is no 


pure Unity in the Spirit; that is, a conſenting 


ters of Faith and Worſhip (which yet admits of 
different Meaſures, Growths and Motions, but 
and contradictory Ones ; and in 
theſe Diverſities of Operations, yet ſtill, by the 
is exerciſed, as 
ſhall be declared hereafter:) Therefore prayeth 
Chriſt, That they all may be One, as he and the Mi 
Father. is One. To which Purpoſe alſo let theſe | 
following Scriptures be examined: - = 
Rom. 12. 16. Be of the ſame Mind one towards 
another. 3 
1 Cor. I. 10. NS beſeech you, Brethren, by * 
the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye all 
ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no Diviſions 


* 


among you ; but that ye be perfectly joined together i 
in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment. E 


Epheſ. 5. 21. Submitting yourſelves one to ano- 
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Phil. 2. 2. Fulfill ye my Joy, that ye be like: 


minded, having the ſame Love, being of one Ac- 
cord, of one Mind. os 

And yet more remarkable is that of the Apo- 
ſtle Paul to the Philipprans, Chap. 3. Verſe 15. 
Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded ; and if in any Thing ye be otherwiſe mind- 
ed, God ſhall reveal even this unto you. 


Verſe 16. Nevertheleſs, whereto we have al- 


eady attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, let 
us mind the ſame Thang. . 

+» Verſe 17. Brethren, be Followers. together of 
me, and mark them which walk ſo, as ye have us 
for an Example. Ex - 

8 5 So here, though the Apoſtle grants 
Prcetenders and Forbearance in Things whereto they 
Tanovators # . | . 

ju lged by the have not yet attained ; yet he con- 
Power of God. cludes they muſt walk ſo, as they 
have him for an Example, and ſo 
conſequeſſtly not contrary, or other- 

wiſe. And therefore we conclude that whereas 
any in the Church of God pretending Conſcience 
or Revelation, ſhall ariſe to teach and practiſe 

(however inſignificant or ſmall in themſelves) 
whether Principles or Practices, yet if they be 
contrary to ſuch as are already received as true, 
and confirmed by God's Spirit in the Hearts of the 
Saints, and that the introducing of theſe Things 


tend to bring Reproach upon the Truth, as ſuch 
as are not edifying in themſelves, and ſo ſtumble 
the Weak ; thoſe who have a true and right Diſ- 


cerning. may, in and by the Power of God autho- 
rizing them (and no otherwiſe) condemn and judo: 
ſuch Things: And they ſo doing it, it will be obli- 


gatory 


ever Innovation, Difference, or divers 


| contradicting without Cauſe, and ſecretly beget- 
: little they may be ſuppoſed to be of themſelves, 


drance to the Proſperity of Truth. 


theſe Thin 8. "proceed. from that Weſtion. 


the true Church, that may do ſuch Things from 
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gatory upon all the Members that have a true 
Senſe, becauſe they will feel it to be ſo, and 
therefore ſubmit to it. And thus far as to the 
Nature of the Things themſelves. 
Secondly, As to the Spirit and 
Ground they proceed from. Whatſo- * 


Appearance, whether in Doctrine or Practice, pro- 
ceedeth not from the pure Movin | 

of the Spirit of God, or is IF What proceeds 
done out of pure Tenderneſs of Spit 5 4 _—_ | 
Conſcience, . but either from that, t be withſtood 
which being puft up, affecteth Sins Do _ 
gularity, and there through would 

be obſerved, commended and exalt- 

ed; or from that, which is the Malignity of ſome 


Humours and natural Tempers, which will be 


ting of Diviſions, Animoſities and Emulations, 
by which the Unity and unteigned Love of the 
Brethren is leſſened or rent ; I ſay, all Things 
proceeding from: this Root and Spirit, however 


are to be guarded againft, withſtood and denied, 
as hurtful to the true Church's Peace, and a Hin- 


If it be ſaid, How inow ye that 


Ground © 
For Anſwer, I make not here any 


Application, as to particular Per- e 


ſons or Things; but if it be granted (as it cans. 4 


not be denied, that there may ariſe Perſons in 


F 3 | ſuch” 


mo The Anarchy of the Ranters, &c. Se. VI. 


ſuch a Spirit, though pretending Coſcience and 
© Tenderneſs ; then it muſt alſo be ac- 


| knowledged, that ſuch, to whom 


The Spirit of God hath given a true Diſcerning 
Diſcerning in 
the Church, by his Spirit, may and ought to 


e Tranf- judge ſuch Practices, and the Spirit 
85 they come from, and have no Unity 


with them, which if it be owned in 


the general, proves the Caſe, to wit, 
That ſome pretending Conſcience in Things ſeem- 
ing indifferent, but yet it proceeding in them 
from a Spirit of Singularity, Emulation, or Strife, 
| thoſe that have received a Diſcerning thereof 
from the Lord, may and ought to judge the 
Tranſgreſſors, without being accounted Impoſers, 
Oppreſfors of Conſcience, or Inforcers of U niformity, 
_ contrary to the Mind of Chriſt ; againſt which 
the Apoſtle = guardeth the Churches of old. 
"Phil. 2. 3, Let nothing be done through 
Strife, or vain Glory, but in Lowlineſs ef Mind 
fet each eſteem be ETTE-R HA N 
THEMSELVES. © 
Look not m_— Man on his own Things but 
every Man alſo on the Things of others. 
Now, if it be an Evil to do any Thing out of 
Strife; then ſuch Things that are ſeen ſo to be 
done, are they not to be avoided and forſaken * 


So. that we are confident, our Judgment herein 


| cannot be denied, or reputed errone- 
Pretenders may ous ; except it be ſaid, That none 


riſe, and mu 

rig watched a= ; 
ä Chriſt, pretending ſuch Things from 
that will, it being contrary to the 
. expreſs 


will or can ariſe in the Church of 


ſucſ @ Spirit; Which I know not any 
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expreſs Propheſies of the Scripture, and the Ex- 
perience of the Church in all Ages, as may ap- 
pear from Mat. 24. 24. Acts 15. 24. 

1 Tim. 4. 1. 2 Tim. 3. 8. Mark 13. pig 
21, 22. 2. Pet. 2. 19. Or on the Manas: 3 
other Hand, that thoſe that abide warn. 
Faithful, and have a Diſcerning of 
thoſe Evils ought to be ſilent, and never ought 
to reprove and gain-ſtand them, nor yet warn and 
guard others againſt them; and that it is a Part 
of the Tommendable Unity of the Church of 
Chriſt, to ſuffer all ſuch Things without taking 
Notice of them. I know none will ſay ſo ; but 
if there be any ſo fooliſh as to affirm it, let them 
conſider theſe Scriptures, Gal. 2. 4. 1 Tim. 1, 
2 Tin. 2, 24% .. [.. 
Now if none of theſe hold true; but, on the 
contrary, ſuch Evils have been, and may be found 
to creep in among the People of God, and that 
ſuch as ſee them, may and ought to reprove- 
them; then neceſſarily the doing ſo, is 1 
Impoſition, Force nor Oppreſſion. 18 
As to the Third, concerning the Conf. 3. | 
Conſequence and Tendency of them, 5 
it is moſtly included, in the two former: For 
whatſoever tendeth not to Edifica- . 
tion, but, on the contrary, to Deſtruc- 
tion, and to beget Diſcord among 
Brethren, is to bs avoided : Accord- 
ing to that of the Apoſtle,” Rom. 16. 
17. NowT beſeech you Brethren, mart 
them which cauſe Diviſions. and Offences, con- 
trary to the Doctrine which ye have nn and 


avod them. TY GE Ok 
I 
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5 The nary of the 1 &c. Sect. VI. 
| And ſince there is no greater Mark 


—To follow _ of the People of God, than to be 
Peace among 
ourſelyes-- at Peace among themſelves ; ; What- 


ſoever tendeth to break that Bond 
of Love and Peace, muſt be teſtified againſt. Let 
it be obſerved, I ſpeak always of the Church of 
Chriſt indeed, and deal with ſuch as are of ano- 
ther Mind ; not as reckoning only falſe Churches 
not to have this Power, but denying it even to 


the true Church of Chriſt, as judging it not fit 


for her ſo to act, as in Relation to her Members. 
For though Chriſt be the Prince of Peace, and 
doth moſt of all commend Love and Unity to his 
Diſciples ; yet I alſo know he came not to ſend 
Peace, but a Sword, that is, in dividing Man 


from the Luſts and Sins he hath been united to. 
And allo it is the Work of his Dil- 


_ . ciples and Meflengers, to break the 
Bands and Unity of the Wicked, 
wherein they arebanded againſt God, 


To the 
the Bands of 
the Wicked, 
| and his Truth, and the Confederacy 
of ſuch as ſtand in Unrighteoufneſs, by inviting 
and bringing as many as will obey, unto Righte- 
ouſneſs; whereby they become diſunited and 
ſeparated from their Companions, 
Prov. 20. 26. 
©." . at'Peace, in the contrary and curſed 
Nature. And indeed, bleſſed are they that are 
ſent forth of the Lord to ſcatter here, that they 
may gather into - the Unity of the Life : And 
they are bleſſed that, in this Reſpect, even for 
- Righteouſneſs Sake, are ſcattered and ſeparated 


from their Brethren ; that they may come to 


know the 0 and Fellowſhip, which i is 


in 


= 


with whom they were centred, and 


2 - 
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Mark in the Light; from which none ought to ſcat- 
o be ter, nor to be ſcattered, but be more and more 
vhat- gathered thereunto. And this leads me to What 
3ond II propoſed in the third Place, under this Head, 
Let Jof the frue Churches Power in Matters Spiritual, 
ch of Nor purely eee; g which may be thus ob- 
ano- Kicted : 

"ches If thou plead fo much for an One- Queſt. 3: 

n to Wheſs in the ſmalleſt Matters, where 

unfiſteth the Freedom and Liberty of the Conſcience, 
which may e exertiſed by the Members of the true 


and MChurch diverſely, without judging one another? 

o his In Anſwer to this Propoſition, Il Anſwer. | 
ſend Nafirm, firſt in general; that what- 

Man ooever Things may be ſuppoſed to proceed OI 
to. ihe ſame Spirit, though diverſe in its Appear- 
Dil- Ice, tending to the ſame End of Edification, and 
< the Nrhich in the Tendency of it, layeth not a real 
ked, Ground for Diviſion, or Diſenſou of Spirit, 
30d, rellow-Members ought not only to bear one ano- 
racy ther, but ſtrengthen one another in them. 

ting Now the Reſpects wherein this may be, I can 
chte - Neſcribe no better than the Apoſtle Paul doth 


and rincipally in two Places, which therefore will 
ons, e fit to conſider at Length for the Opening of 
and this Matter ; this being one of the weightieſt 
rſed Points pertaining to this Subject. Becauſe, as on 
are the one Hand due Forbearance ought to be ex- 
they Erciſed in its right Place; ſo on the other, the 


And any Devices and falſe Pretences of the Enemy 
for Freeping in here, ought to be guarded againſt. 
ated the firft is, 1 Cor. 12. from Place i. 

e to Perſe 4. to 31. thus: 


-h is „%% Verſe | 


* 
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„ Verſe 4. Now there are Diver. N ve 
ono Res. of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit. mT 
een & Verſe 5. And there are Differen. I, 
= 7 OY | | CeS of Adminiſtrations 7 but the ame 
ſame Spirit Lord. | : p 
— Verſe 6. And there are Diverj. 
- ties of Operations, but it is the ſame 
| God which worketh all in all. 
Verſe 7. But the Manifeſtation of the Spirit i; 
given to every Man to profit withal. 
Verſe: 8. For to one is given by the Spirit the 
Mord of Wiſdom, to another the Mord of Rnoroledgt 
by the.Jame Spirit. ä 
Verſe 9. To another Faith by the ſame Spirit, h 
another the Gifts of Healing by the ſame Spirit. 
Verſe 10. To another the Working of Miracles 
to another Prophecy, to another Diſcerning of Spi. 
rits, to another divers Kinds of Tongues, to another 
the Interpretation of Tongues. . 
Verſe 11. But all theſe worketh that one and 
the jelf-/Jame Spirit, dividing to every Man ſeverally, 
as he wall, TY 55 


| Verſe 12. For as the Body is One, 
= many. ,and hath many Members, and all 
one Body the Members of that one Body be. Nye 
concur to the ing many,” are one Body, ſo alſo i 
pholding s | | 
the ſame, N rift, | | | 5 „ 
| Verie 13. For by one Spirit are ue 
-all baptiſed into one Body, whether we be Jews or ver- 
Gentiles, whether -wwe be bond or free; and hav ody ; 
Been all mage to drink into one Spirit, As - 
Verſe 14. For. the Body is net one Member, 
Fut many. . 3 
Xe ; Verſeſ red, 


\ 
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verſe Verſe 15. If the Foot ſhall ſay, becauſe I am 
it. t the Hand, I am not of the Body,; is it there- 
Hefen: Ie not of the Body? 

ane Verſe 16. And if the Ear ſhall for, becauſe I 
rat the Eye, I am not of the Body ; is it 
Nverſs- erefore not of the Body? 

Verſe 17. If the whole Body were an 1 
ere were the Hearing? If the whole were Hear- 
„ where were the Smelling? 

Verſe 18. But now hath God ſet the Members 
it the ery one of them in the Body, as it hath pleaſed Him. 
wedge Verſe 19. And if they were all one Member, 
FE here were the Body? 

erit, lo Verſe 20. But now ore they many Members, 
ori. bat one Body. 

racles, I verſe 21. And the Eye cannot ſay unto the 


pirit is 


f Spi. und, I Have no Need of thee ; nor again, the Head 


another the Feet, I have no Need of you © 


ne and 


dy, which ſeem to be more feeble, are neceſſary. 
verally, 


Verſe 23. And thoſe Members of the Body, which 
: e think to be leſs honourable, upon theſe we beſtow 
One abundant Honour, and our uncomely Parts 
nd allſſve more abundant Comelineſs. 

Jy be. Verſe 2 4. For our comely Parts have no Need, 
15 God hath tempered the Body together, having 


en more abundant Honour to that Part 2 
are ue: 


WS A Verſe 25. That there foould be no Schiſm in the 
d have ay; ht that the Members ſhould have the Jame 


re ane of another. 
lembe ry f 


Verſel ured, all the Members refoice with it. 


Verſe 22. Nay, much more thoſe Members of the 
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Verſe 26. And *vhether one Member ſuffer, all 
Members ſuffer with it; or one Member be hee 
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Members in particular : 
- firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Tea 
Helps, Governments, Diverſaties of Tongues, 


Verſe 29. Are all Apoſtles ® Are all Prophets 
Are all es 25 = all Workers of Miracles 


the Reader, 3 in the Current of the Diſcourſe, vi 
fix the Nature of my Application the more i 


"The Sum of  ſhews here the Variety of the Oper: 


ſo the Apoſtle in the ordering of them in thre 


he alſo mentions, to wit, The ſame Spirit, t 
fame Lord, the ſame Cod; The Apoſtle names n 
ching of Contrariety or Oppoſition. But leſt an 


Verſe 27. Now ye are the Body of Chriſt, , 
Verſe 28. And God hath ſet ſome in the Chur | 


ers, after that Miracles, then Gifts of Healjy 


Verſe 30. Have all the Gifts of Healing? 
all ſpeak with Tongues © Do all interpret? 

Which I would 5 have ſet down at lars 
but that there be ſome ſo careleſs (eſpecially if 
Matters they like not) that they will ſcarce be ; 
the Pains ſerioully to read over a Citation on! Fin 
named; and that alſo this being preſented befo 


his Underſtagding. For the Apoſtif 


tions of the divers Members oft 
| Body of Chriſt, working to one an 
the ſame End; 2s the fog: Members of a Man 


the Premiſes. . 


Body towards the maintaining and upholding t no 
the whole. 


meth 
entic 
is G1 
cont 
ſeveral Kinds proves this. Firſt, Diver. ties Ine n 
Gifts. Secondly, Differences of Adminiſtratimi Hay 
Thirdly, Diverſities of Operations: And. thi 1% 
which is the Bond that keeps the Oneneſs, hen ſoiut 
bom 
datra 


Now theſe are not placed i in contrary Work 
ings, for ſo they would deſtroy one another ; an 


ſhoul 


Sect. v 


ld be ſo. critical, as to bring in here the 


rift, 4 hool-Diſtinction of Contrarium Oppoſitum, and 


mtradiftorium, I ſhall not deny, but Contrari- 
jor Oppoſction, in the Senſe it is ſometimes ta- 
n, may be found in the Body without Schifm - 
; the comely Parts may be ſaid 'to be Oppoſite or 


> Cur 
„ Teal 
Healy 
1 
rophets 
racles « 


ry to the Night, or the Foot oppoſite to the 
had, as the uppermoſt Part to the 
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rary to the Uncomely, or the Left- hand con- 


iS 


We Wicrmoſt ; or the Doing a Thing is No, Contrarie- 
ntrary to the F. bearing of it; but of Chriſt, 2? 

t larg for that which is ac eee 

cially be Propo/etzons, or Termini  Con- 

185 be, udictorit, that is, contradictory Propoſi tions, 1 | 

on On. in chemſelves irreconcileable, whereof one 

. beto.t be ſtill wrong, and that ſtill deſtroy one 

le, ether, and work contrary Effects, they are not 

ne e admitted, nor ſuppoſed to be in the 

Apofl Chriſt ; as I ſhall give in one In- | 

Oper. ice, Ferie 8. To one 1s given by the Inſtances. 

s of tt be Word of Wiſdem, to, guether 

Ds Word of Knowledge, by the ſame Spi- 

a Man: Firſt, here are two different Gifts, I. 

ding tt not contrary. Secondly, There may 2. 

- eething like Contraricty, in the Senſe afore- 
WorkS:ntioned, be here ſuppoſed; as, ſome may want 
Tr; ang Gift of Wiſdom and Knowledge, and ſo to have 
1 thre contrary to want (though as to theſe two, 
faties De may be abſolutely ſaid to want them ; yet 
ral have them not in the ſame Degree, as.a ſpecial 
d. thi jt ; though as to ſome Gifts there may be an 
8, her ſolute Want, as that of Miracles, and Interpre- 
it, Minn of Tongues But ſhould I ſuppoſe ſuch a 
25 1 ntrariety, or more pr * a e as 
© | | to, 


ſloulk 


e 
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to Wiſdom, to oppoſe Folly, and to Knowledge, uy 
Fonorance ; this were an Oppoſition not to he; 
mitted of in the Body, becauſe it were falſe 
ſuppoſe that to proceed from the ſame Spi 
And fuch Contrarieties or Diverſities, as can 
juftly be ſuppoſed to proceed from the ſame 9 
_ Tit of God, which is the Bond that links togeth 
1 * cannot be mutually entertained 
1 of the Body ; fo the Differences 1 
Operations in Diverſities, which the Apoſtle ; 
the Body. mits of, while he ſpeaks largely 

Ke this Matter, are, That none ought 

be offended at his Brother, that he hath nt | 

fame Work and Office in the Body that be ht 
but that every one keep in his own Place, as ( 
hath appoited them ; that neither them that ar 
in @ higher Place, deſpiſe them that are jet in a low 


nor them that are ſet in a lower, grudge and R 
at fuch as are ſet higher ; but all work in i be 
proper Place, tewards the Edification of the Wi ano, 
And that the Apoſtle intends this, is manifq tha; 
where he draws to a Concluſion, Verſe 27. Mrd 
ye are the Body of Chriſt, and Members in parti ſure 
tar, and God hath ſet ſome in the Church, il V 
"Apoſtles, ſecondly Prophets, &c. and then he fi Bod 
ſumes, Are all Apoſtles, &c. V 


Which the ſame Paul again «ll Chr; 

Place . firms, FEpheſ. 4. 8, 11. to the 5 v 
which was the ſecond Place I intended; 1 . 
mall only mention, for Brevity's Sake, leavi le: 
the Reader to conſider of it at his Leiſure. Þ V 
This is alſo held forth by the beloved Diſcſſi fr; 
John, in his threefold Diſtinction, 1 John 2. 12, V 


Seck. 
age, ut 


to be: 
e falſe 


S Can 


ſame 8 
togeth 


ained 
NCes 1 
oſtle 1 
argely 
ought 
7 mot | 
0e. hat 
„ 08 
at are 
1 a low! 
nd ref 
Lin ib 
he Wh 
manife 
7. 
2 part! 
ch, | 
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Of Fathers, young Men, and little Children : And 
by Peter, 1 Pet. 5. I. 5. in that of E/- 


ders and Younger, The true Liberty The true 
then in the Church of Chriſt is ex- the Church. 


erciſed when as one judgeth not ano- 


ther in theſe different Places ; but „ 
live in Love together, all minding the Unity and 
general Good of the Body, and to work their own 
Work in their own Place. Alſo the Forbearance 
of the Saints is exerciſed, when as they judge not 
one another for being found in the different Ap- 
pearance, either of Doing or Forbearing ; which 
may be peculiar to their ſeveral Places and Sta- 
tions in the Body : For that there 

is, and may be Diverſities of Works Diverlities of 
there, is excellently well expreſſed prefea by the 
by the Apoſtles, 0:2. Apoſtles. 


Rom. 12. 3. For I ſay through 


the Grace given unto me, to every Man that ts 
among you, not to think of himſelf more highly 
than he ought to think ; but to think ſoberly ac- 
wording as God hath dealt to every Man the Mea- 


ſure of Faith. 


' Verſe 4. For as we have many Members in one 


Body, and all Members have not the ſame Office : 


Verſe 5. So we being many, are one Body in 


Chriſt, and every one Members one of another. 


Verſe 6. Having then Gifts differing, according 


to the Grace that 1s given to us, whether Prophecy, 
let us propheſy atcording to the Proportion of Faith. 


Verſe 7. Or miniſtry, let us wait on our Mini- 


ſtring ; or he that teacheth, on teaching: 


Verſe 8. Or he that exhorteth, on Exhortation : 


that 


He that giveth, let him do it with Simplicity 5 be 
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that ruleth with Diligence - he that ſheweth ory 
with Chearfulneſs. ea 
If any then ſhould quarrel with his Brother, 
for exerciſing that he belongeth to the Office 
of the Body Chriſt hath called him to, and would 
force him to exerciſe the ſame Office he doth! 
though he be not called to it; here is a Br each 
of Chriſtian Liberfy, and an impoſing upon it. 
1 Now all Schiſms and Jarrs fall ont 
The Bregch of in this . two-fold Reſpect : Either 
Firs ind when any Perfon or Perſons aſſume 
Sehifſms. another, or an higher Place in the 
| Body, than God will have them to 
be in, and ſo exerciſe an Office, or 
go about to perform that, which they ought not 
3 do; or when, as any truly exerciſing in their 
Place, which God hath given them, others riſe 
up and judge them, and would draw them from 
it; both of Which, Caſes have been, and may be 
fuppoled to fall out in the Church of Chriſt. 
As 1 Ur. 4. 3. 4. where ſome judged Paul 
wrongoully ; 3 John 9. where one exalting himſelt 
above his Place, judged whom he ought not. 
We Tee then, what Diverſities be moſt uſually in 
the Church of God, conſiſting in the Difference 
of the Gift proceeding from the ſame Spirit; and 
in the divers Places, that the ſeveral Members 
have in the ſame Body for the Edification of it; 
and every one being here in his own Station, his 
Funding therein is his Strengthand Perfection; and 
to be in 2nother, though higher and more eminent, 
would but w caken and hurt him : And ſo in this 
there ought to be amutual Forbearance, that there 
may neither be a coveting nor aſpiring on the 
unc Hand, nor yet a deſpiſing or condemning 


on 
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Mercy n the other. But beſides the For- 

Pearance of this Nature, which is ag. of For 
other, Noſt ordinary and univerſal (and bearance in 


the primitive 


Office ſor the Exerciſe whereof there is, Church. 


would nd will {till be a Need, ſo long as 
doth; {here is any Gathering or Church of | 


reach Nbriſt upon the Earth) there is a certain Liberty 
it. Id Forbearance alſo, that is more particular, 
ll out nd has a Relation to the Circumſtance of Times 
Either Nad Places, which will not hold univerſally ; 
fume Nchereof we have the Example of the primitive 
n the Mburch, teſtified by the Scriptures in two or three 


particulars. The firſt was, In ſuffering Circum- 


em to If | 
| Jun to the Jews for a Time, and not only ſo, 


E, Or 
at not 
1 their 
s Tile 


al Purifications and Cuſtoms, as may appear, 
21. Ver. 21, 22, 23, 24, c. The ſecond 


from Nas, In the Obſervation of certain Days, Rom. 14. 
ay be And the third, In the abſtaining from Meats, 
"hrit, Wi Gr. 8. throughout: Here the Apolile perſwades 


to, and recommends a Forbearance, becauſe of 


Paul WO | 19S 
he Weakneſs of ſome ; for he lays not any 


imſelt 

not. 
ly in 
rence 
and 
nbers 
f it; 


of the Goſpel, that theſe Things ſuch weak Ones 
were exerciſed in, were Things indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, or that it had been better for them, 
hey had not been under ſuch Scruples, provid- 
ing it had been from a Principle of true Clear- 
a, his Nneſs, and fo of Faitn. | 2 

zand Next again, Theſe Acts of Forbear- | 

nent, Nance were done in a Condeſcenſion ds of For. 


\ this Ito the Weakneſs of ſuch, upon whom  Condeſeealon 
here Ihe antient (and truly deſerved in under the 


| Law. % 3 4+ 


1 the I Seaſon) Veneration of the Lac . 
ning had ſuch a deep Impreſſion, that . 
on, 0 they 


" 

: * 
. 
* 


ut alſo divers others of the legal and- ceremo- | 


where, nor can it be found in all the Scriptures 


* = 7 


2 | | 
{ 82 The Anarchy of the Ranters, dec. Sect. VI. 
they could not yet 8 with all its Cere. ee. 
| monies and Cuſtoms ; And to ſuch the Apoſtl in . 


holds forth a two-fold Forbearance. 
Firſt, A certain Compliance by 


To u, fluch Believers, as were gathered ou 
from the Jews; though they fff” 


over thefe Things, yet it was fit they ſhould 

condeſcend mewhal to their Countrymen andi 
rethren, who were weak. 

| Secondly, The like Forbearance in 

tze Gertiles, not to judge them j 

To Canes. theſe Things; but we fee, that it 

was not allowed for ſuch weak One 

to propagate theſe Scruples, or draw others inte 

them; and that when as any of the Churches off 

| the Gentiles, who wanted this Occaſion, would 

have been exerciſing this Liberty, or pleading 

for it, the Apoſtle doth down-rightly condenu 

it, as T ſhall make appear in all the three Inſtan 


ces above-mentioned. _ OA 
_ Firſt, In that of Circumcijun 
. . | 
— "gy  ___ Behold F Paul ſay unto you, tha: 
you nothing; Chriſt is become of none Effect uu 
You : Whoſoever of you are juſtified by the Lau; 
Je are fallen from Grace.  _ W 7 
Qin there be any Thing more poſitive ? Might; 
not ſome here have pretended Tenderneſs of Con 
ſcience, and have ſaid, Though the Decree of tht 
Apoſtles do diſpenſe with Circumciſion in me; Jl, 
fd 'a Secruple in nyjelf, and à Dejire do i 
out of Tenderngſs, why. ſhould it be an Evil in M 
to do it, more than in the Jews that believe? M 


. 


17 
E . 
1 N * 
, 24 
* 
ce 
— 
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18 | there is no Room left here for ſuch Reaſon» 


IR 

' oY As to ObJeroations; Gal. | 

9, 10, 11. Might not they have Init a. of 
ere, What f we regard a Day db 
the Lord, muſt we not then? Are 
wt theſe thy own Mordes? We lee 
that did not hold here, becauſe in them it wag 
; Returning to the beggarly Elements. 

Thirdly, As to Meats, 1 Tim, 4 | 

© aig we ſee that is LP ack, 4 Inf, x. of 


hoctrine of Devils; which in ano- Meats. 


70 er Reſpect was Chriſtian Forbear- 
7 inne. And therefore now, and that in the i 
chez of al Reſpect, he gives this Reaſon, Verſe 4. For 


ery Creature of God is good, and nothing to be 
fuſed, if it be received with Thankſgiving of them 
hat believe, and know the Truth, So we ſee, that 
theſe particular Things there is great Need of 
ſarineſs in the Church of Chriſt ; for that ſome- 
mes Forbearance under 2 Pretence of Libe 

tay be more hurtful than down-right Judging. 
ſuppoſe, if any ſhould ariſe, and pretend Con- 
ence, and claim a Liberty for Circumciſian, and 
ie Purifications of the Law, whether all Chriſ- 
ins would not with one Voice condemn it? 
\nd ſo as to Days and Meats, how do the Gene- 
ity of Proteſtants judge it? Though I deny hot 
ut there may, and ought to be a 7 Forbear- 
ee in the Church of Chriſt in certain ſuch Caſes, | 
Ks hich may fall in; and a Liberty there is in the 
: p "I rd, which breaks not the Peace of the true 
1 wrch ; but in ſuch Matters (as I obſerved at 
> e before) both the Nature of the Things, the 
_ "" 2 Spirit 
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Spirit they come from, and the Occaſion from 
whence, and their Conſequence and. Tendency i is 
to be carefully obſ erved. 


8 EC Z 10 N VII. | 


Concerning the Power of DECISION. 


Eeing, then, it may fall out in the Churcho 
| Chriſt, that both ſome may aſſume anothe 
Place in the Body than they ought, and other 
may lay claim to a Liberty, and pretend Con 
ſcience in Things they ought not, and that with 
out Queſtion the Wrong is not to be tolerated 
but to be teſtified againſt, however ſpecious it 
8 may be; and that it muſt, and ough 
to be judged : The ueſtion w 


Head Ill. ariſe, Who is the roper Fudge 


r, 
n deciding this Controverſy * ? And th 
4s is that which L undertock, in the next Place, t 
treat of, as being the ſpecifick Difference, ani 
diſtinguiſhing Property of the Church of Chril 
from all other antichriſtian Aſſemblies an 

Churches of Man's building and framing. 
To give a ſhort, and yet clear and plain A 
ſwer to this Propoſition : The only proper Jud 
2 nds s in the Church, is the Spirit of C 
and the Power of deciding ſolely li 


The irit of | an N; as having the only unerrin 
per Judge R infallible. and certain udgment 
„Controverſies 

Wache Church, Jonging to it; . which Infallibility 


not neceſſarily annexed to any Peril 


5 * or Places what hoe ver, os Vin 


Judges, in whom reſidethᷣ the Power off 


were 
nacl 
twis 
fort! 
ther: 


phet 
the 


ſome 


furt! 
veale 


even 


Proj 


0 b 
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n from of any Office, Place or Station any one may have, or 
ency ig have had in the Body of Chriſt. That is to ſay, 
that any have 9 00 to reaſon thus, Becauſe I 
am, or have been fuch an eminent Member, therefore 
my Judgment is infallible ; or, Becauſe abe are the 
rreateſt ; rg ; or, that we live in ſuch a noted 
ir famous Place, or the like: Though ſome of 
v. Fithele Reaſons may, and ought to have their true 
Weight in Caſes of contradictory Aſſertions (as 
urch o mall hereafter be obſerved) yet not ſo, as upon 
mothe which either mainly, or only the infallible Judg- 
othenſz ment is to be placed; but upon the Spirit, as 
d Cong that which is the firm nd unmoveable Foundation. 
at with And now, if Iſhould go on no further, Thave 
leratedM aid enough to vindicate us from {MPOSITION, 
ous i ind from the Tyranny, whether of Popery, Pre- 
oui lacy, or Presbytery, or any ſuch like we have, been 
on will or may be branded with, as ſhall after appear. 
udge But to proceed: Herein lies the Difference be- 
Power fl twixt the Diſpeaſation of the Law, and the Goſ- 
nd th pel or New-Covenant ; for that of old all Anſwers 
lace, . were to be received from the Prieſts in the Taber-. 
ce, a nacle. For he, that appeared be- | 
Chill twixt the Cherubims there, ſpake- Ter, og 
es auff forth his Mind to the People; and Hof 12. 4 
. there were alſo Families of the Pro- g 7 
ain A phets, to whom they reſorted for 3, John 8 
Jud the Anſwer of the Lord: (though "3 RET: 
4 CY ſometimes, as a Signification of the © ** 
lely further Glory that was to be re- 
nerrilf vealed, it pleaſed God to reveal his Mind to 56S 
ent even to them, who were neither Prophets nor i 
1/1ty Prophets Sons) but, under the Goſpel, we are al! | 
Perfin to be et of God, that i is, none are excluded 1 


by Vir IT G34: 2 


— 


but becauſe in theſe Things, and at that Time 
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from this Privilege, by not being of the Tribe of ol 
Levi, or of the Children of the Prophets: Though 
this Privilege is as truly exerciſed in ſome, by can 
aſſenting and obeying to what God commands ver 
and reveals through others (they feeling Unity fd 
with it in the Life) as by ſuch, who by the Re-MF 
velation and Command of God's Spirit hold forth Mir i 
his Will to his People in certain Particulars, which M/ 8 
the ſame Spirit leads and commands them to 
obey. So that we ſay, and that with a very 
good Ground, that it is no way inconſiſtent with 
this ſound and unerring Principle 
Jucgment in- to affirm, That the Judgment of a 
allible © pro- od 8 . a 
eeeds from Certain Perſon or Perſons in certain 
Alls. = Caſes is infallible, -or fer a certain 
. Perſon or Perſons to give a poſitive 
Judgment, and pronounce it as ob- 
ligatory upon others, becauſe the Foundation and 
Ground thereof is, not becauſe they are infallible, 


they were led by the infallible Spirit. And 
therefore it will not ſhelter any in this Reſpect 
to pretend, I am not bound to obey the Dictates 
Jallible Man; is not this Popery, I net being per- 
Fwaded" in myſelf * Becauſe it is not to be diſobe- 
dient to them, but to the Judgment of TruthYothe 
through them at ſuch a Time; and one or moreſ-g, 
their not being perſwaded, may as probably pro- wa), 
ceed from their being hardned, and being out. 
of their Place, and in an Incapacity to hear the 
Requirings, as that the Thing is not required o 
them, which none can deny; but it may as well. 
be ſuppoſed, as the contrary. But for the fur - I an 
ther clearing of this Matter, before I conclude, I Spiri 
Ix 2 5 II nent 
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+ VI. { ſhall not doubt bath to aflirm and | Prove theſe 
ibe of % Propoſe tions. | 
ugh Y| Firſt, Th hat 25 never will, nor 
le, by can be wanting, in Caſe of Contro- Aſtert. 1. 
mands verſy, the Spirit of God, to give | 3 
Unity jadgnient through fome or other in the Church 
e Re-W if Chriſt, ſo long as any Aſſembly can properly, | 
| forth r in any tolerab ble Suppoſition be ſo termed. 
which ec That God hach ordinarily, 
em toſſn the communicating of his Will Aer. a. 
very ander his Goſpel, employed ſuch 
t with Wirhom he had made uſe of ; in athering of his 
nciple Aukeck, and in feeding and watching over chem; 3 
of a though not excluding others. | 
certain Thirdly, That their de Facto, or 
certain Wffectual Meeting together, and w- Alt. 3. 
pſitixeſhug a poſitive Judgment in fuch 1 
laſes, will not import Tyranny and U ſurpation, 
r an Inconſiſtency with the univerſal Privilege 
that all Chriſtians have to be led by the Spirit; 
neither will the Pretences of any contradicting 
Andthem, or refuſing to ſubmit upon the Account 
eſpect they ſee it not, or ſo, excuſe them from being 
tes 9 really guilty of diſobeying God. 
g er- For the Firſt, to thoſe that believe 
iſobe · the Scripture, there will need no ere. "hk 
[ruthFother Probation than that of Matt. * 
moreſſz8. 20. And lo, I am with you al- 
pro- way, even unto the end of the World. Add Verſe 
> outF18. And the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againlt it. 
r the Now if the Church of Chriſt were The Gin 
ed 0 ſo deſtitute of the Spirit of God, that vie spirit the 
; wellFin Caſe of Difference there were not d 5 
> fur-Yan any found that, by the infallible wail againſt. 
laude, Spirit, could give a certain Judg — 
1 ment ; would not. then the Gates \ 


1s ob- 
n and 
Ilible, 
Time 
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of Hell prevail againſt it? For where Strife anc 
Diviſion is, and no effectual Way to put an End 
to it, there not only the Gates, but the Court; 
and inner Chambers of Darkneſs prevail; for 
where Envy and Strife i is, there is Confuſion 
and every Evil Work. _ 

But 7025 there may be here no Ground of M- 
ſtake or Suppoſition, that we were annexing V. 
fallibility tocertain Perſons, or limiting the Churcl 
to ſuch ; I underſtand not by the Chuech, ever: 
particular Gathering or Aſſembly, circurnſeribe 
to any particular Country or City: For I wil 
not 2 but divers of them, both apart and to- 

5 if not eſtabliſhed in God) 
The erring ower, may err, Nor yet do I lay 
Church or the abſolute Streſs upon a generl 
x Aſſembly of Perſons, as ſuch, pick. 
ed and choſen out of every one © 
thoſe particular Churches ; as if what the Gene- 
Tality or Plurality of thoſe conclude upon, were 
r to be ſuppoſed to be the infallible Judg 
ment of Truth: Though to ſuch an Afembly 
of Perſons truly ſtated (as they ought) in God'; 
Power, he hath heretofore revealed his Will 1 
ſuch Caſes ;_ and yet may as the moſt probable 
Way (which ſhall be ſpoken of hereafter :) Yet 


falh as a meer Aſſembly, is not concluſive, no 


yet do I underſtand by the Church, every Ga 
thering or Aſſembly of People, who may hol 


ſound and true Principles, or harq 


n Form of Truth; for ſome ma; 


the Form loſe the Life and 1 of. Godli | 
neſs, who notwithſtanding may re 
tain the Form or Notions of Thing: 


but 40 are to be turned away from, becauſe 1 
10 


5 T ruth. 
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fe ane fo far (as I obſerved before) as Santification, to 
n Ene wit, thoſe that are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, make 
Court; | the Church, and give the right definition to it : 
for Where that is wholly wanting, the Church of 
fuſion, | Chriſt ceaſeth to be; and there remains nothing 
but a Shadow without Subſtance. Such Aſſem- 
of M. blies then are like the dead Body, when the Soul 
ng Is departed, which is no more fit to be converſed 
hure! with ; becauſe it corrupts, and proves noiſome to 
ever" the Living: But by the Church of Chriſt, I un- 
cribe(}}Þ derſtand all thoſe" that truly and really have re- 
I wil ceived and hold the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, and 
nd to are in Meaſure ſanctified, or ſanctifying in and by 
God; che Power and Virtue thereof work- 
o I lay ing in their inward Parts; and this 8 
reneri may be made up of divers diſtin ' © 
„Pic Gatherings or Churches in ſeveral 
one of Countries or Nations: I ſay; fo long as theſe, or 


God them; as we may ſee there was no ſmall Dit- 
Will id ſention i in the Church of Antioch, and yet it ceaſed 
-obabl not to be a Church, As 15. 2. and 1 Cor. x. 11. 
:) Yell For it hath been declared unto me of you, my Bre- 
'e, noi thren, that there are Contentions among you ; and 
ry Gay yet, Verſe 2. he entitles them the Church of God, 
y hold them that are ſanftified in Chriſt 

r have Jeſus : So long, I ſay, as they truly The certain. 6} 
je may retain this Title of the Church of Truth is never. - 
Godlig Chriſt, as being really ſuch, there cus * 
aay re will never be wanting the certain Chriſt. 
Things * of Truth. For which, 5 

auſe i beſides 


0 


Gene- any of them retain that, which juſtly entitles | 

, were them the Church or Churches of Chriſt (which | 

2 JudgF they may be truly called) though there may fall f 
lembly out ſome Differences, Diviſions or Schiſms amon i 


wo” 


"* . 
* . 
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beſides the politive Promiſe of Chriſt before-men- 
tioned (which is not without Blaſphemy to be | I 
called in Queſtion, or doubted of ) I | frat add n 
theſe Reaſons. That ſecing the Church of Chriſt | Þ 
is his Body, of which he is the Head, it were I li 
to make Chriſt negligent of his Body, who ſtiles | 
himſelf the good Shepherd, and hath ſaid, He vill tl 
never leave nor forſake his own ; or elſe (which i 1s 
worſe) it will infer a Poſlibility of Error, or 
15 ake in Chriſt, in whom as the Head, are the 
es of the Body, by which it is to be ruled in 
i Things. Next, 'We never find in all the Scrip- 
ture — the Goſpel, that ever this was wanting ; 
but that God ſtill gave infallible Judgment b 
his Spirit in ſome of theReſpects . 
If the Tranſactions and Controverſies of the after 
Centuries be alledged, I will boldly aſhrm and du 
prove, That there was never a true Judgment the 
wanting, fo long as the Nature and Efence of the [tar 
true Church was retained: If any will needs affirm elfe 
otherwiſe, let them ſhew me where, and I ſhall I N 
anſwer it. Though 1 deny not (that after the if t 
Myſtery of Iniguity did begin to work, or had ſo 
wrought, firſt by intermixing, and afterwards by 
altogether, forſaking the Nature of Truth, re- Bre: 
taining only the bare Name of the Church) but me 
that there might be ſome ſcattered Ones, here and 
and there one in a Nation, and now and then one 
in an Age, who by the Power and Virtue of the 
rb? Spirit of Life working in them, eth, 
Wicneſſes in might be truly andibied) 3 yet theſe OT 


25771 a0 were but as Witneſſes in Sackcloth, who 
no way ſufficient to give theſe Af: 7 
erſ 


fomblies, in Weh they were engroſſed, the Ap- 
_ pellation LO 


Vat: 


men- 
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pellation of the Church of Chriſt, coming no 
more under Obſervation by the Generality, nor 
having, as to them, any more Influence than ſome 
little or ſcarcely diſcernable Sparks of Fire in 
many great Heaps and Mountains of Aſhes. And 
thus much to prove, that where there is any Ga- 
thering or Aſſembly, which truly and properly 
may be called the Church of Chriſt, the infalli- 
ble Fudgment will never be wanting in Matters of 
Controverſy. | | 

Secondly, That ordinarily God hath, agenion+ 
in the Communicating of bis Will' un- proves. 
der his Goſpel, employed ſuch «whom 3 
he had made uſe of im gathering of his Chureh, and 
in feeding and watching over them, though not ex- 


| duding others. For, as in a natural Body (to which 


the Church of Chriſt is compared) the more ſub- 
ſtantial and powerful Members do work moſt 
effectually; and their Help is moſt neceſſary to ſup- 
ply any Defect or Trouble in the Body: So alſo, 
if there be Diverſities of Gifts in the Church 
(as is above proved) and ſome have a greater 
Meaſure, and ſome a leſſer, thoſe that have the 
greater are more capable to do Good, and to help 
the Body in its Need, than others that are weaker 
and leſs powerful. Since there are Strong and 
Weak, Babes and young Men, who have over- 
come the evil One, and in whom the Word of God abid- 
eth, ſuch are more able, when the Enemy beſets, 
to reſiſt (having already overcome) than others 
who are but yet wreſtling, and not 


Conquerors. Now, every Contro- prom the Be- 
verſy and Diſſention in the Church gente of 

| F | e Enemy 
comes from the Beſetments of the pDiflentions © 


Enemy; yet if any of theſe ſtrong wife. 
„ | | or 


forth of the ſpirit; and who ſirſt appeared be. 
fore the Council of the Fews, and ſpake in Behalff M 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt : Though I am far from Ua 


calling 


% 
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or young Men, or powerful Members, go from || © 
their Station, it is not denied but that they are ſt 
as weak as any; and it is pre- ſuppoſing their m 
faithfulneſs in their Place that I thus affirm, I in 
and no otherwiſe. Nor yet do I limit the Lord * 
to this Method: For in him are all the Treaſures al 
both of our Wiſdom and Strength ; and the weakeſt 
in his Hand are as ſtrong as the ſtrongeſt, who 
may now, as well as heretofore, kill a Goliah b 
the Hand of little David ; yet we ſee the Lord 
doth ordinarily make uſe of the Strong to ſup- 
port the Weak : And indeed, when ſuch as may 
be termed weak are ſo made uſe of, it alters the 
Nature of their Place, and conſtitutes them in a 
higher and more eminent Degree. For though it 
was little David,; it was allo he that was to be th 
King of Iſael. Though the Apoſtles were mean th 
Men among the Jews, yet they were ſuch az Pe 
were to be the Apoſtles of the Lord. of Glory; MW. or 
Inſtruments to gather the loſt Sheep of the Houſe he 
of Ifael, and to proclaim the acceptable Day of tie 
the Lord. And though Paul was once accounted Y 
the /ea/? of all the Saints, a Child born out of due th 
Time; yet was he him who was to be the greateſt \ 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, _ th 
Nov then, let usconfider whom the Lord made 
uſe of in the Affairs of the primitive Church, and 
through whom he gave forth his infallible Judg- 
ment. Did he not begin firſt by Peter? He was] TE 
the firſt that ſpake in the firit Meetin they had} a 
Acts 1. and = firſt ſtood up after The pouring} m. 


schalt | 
from 


alling 
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calling him (as ſome do) the Prince of the Apo- 
ſtles; yet I may ſafely ſay, he was one of the 
molt antient and eminent, and to whom Chriſt, 


in a Manner ſomewhat more than ordinary, had 


recommended the Feeding of his Flock. We ſee 
alſo he was firſt made uſe of in preaching to the 
Gentiles, and what Weight his and Fames's 
Words had in the Conteſt about Circumciſion 
towards the bringing the Matter to a Conclu- 
ſion, Ads 15. Yet that we may ſee infallibility 
was not inſeparably annexed to him, he was found 


blameable in a certain Matter, Gal. 2. 11. not- 


withſtanding his Sentence was poſitively received 
in many particular s. 

So alſo the Apoſtle Paul argues from his ga- 
ing of the Churches of Corinth and Galatia, 
that they ought to be Followers of him, and 
vaſitively n in divers Things: And up- 
on this Suppoſition, exhorts the Churches (both 


he and Peter) in many Paſſages heretofore men- 


tioned (which I will not, to avoid Repetition, 
again rehearſe) to obey the Elders that watch for 
them; to hold ſuch in Reputation, and to ſubmit 


| themſelves to them that have addicted themſelves to 


the Miniſtry of the Saints, 1 Cor. 16. 15, 16. 

Alſo, we ſce*how the, Lord makes uſe of John, 
his beloved Diſciple, to inform and reprove the 
Seven Churches of Afia ; and no Doubt John (the 
Teſt, by the uſual Computation, being at that time 
all removed) was then the moſt noted and fa- 
mous Elder alive: And, indeed, I mind not 
where, undertheGoſpel, Chrift hath uſed anyother 
Method ; but that he always, in revealing his Will, 


2 made uſe of ſuch as he himſel had be- 


fore 
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fore appointed Elders and Oſſicers in his Church; 
though it be far from us to limit the Lord, ſo 
as to exclude-any from this Privilege; nor yet, 
on the other Hand, will the Poſſibility hereof be a 
ſufficient Warrant to allow every obſcure Mem- 
ber to ſtand up and offer to rule, judge, and 
condemn the whole Body; nor yet is it without 
Cauſe that fuch an One's Meffa age is jealouſed 
and called in Queſtion, unleſs it have very great 
— and be bottomed upon ſome very 

weighty and ſolid Cauſe and Foundation. And 
God doth ſo furniſh thoſe whom he raiſes up, 
in a fingular Manner, of which (as I ſaid) I mind 
no Inſtance in the New Te/tament : And in the 
Old we ſee, though it was ſtrange that little 
David ſhould oppoſe himſelf to the great Goliah, 
yet he had, before that, killed both the Lion and 


the Bear, which was no leſs improbable; and 


which of all is moſt obſervable, was, before that 
Time, by the Appointment of God, and the 
Hand of the Prophet, anointed King of 1/rae!, 
Compare the- 76th and 17th Chapters of the Firſt 


of Samuel » 4 
N ow, a8 to the Third, That any 


= , particular Perſons, de Facto, or Hectu- 

4 giving out a peſitive Judgment, is 
no cracking. nor implſeng upon their Brethren's 
Conſcience, is neceſſarily included in what is ſaid be- 
fore; upon which, for further Probation, there 


will only need this ſhort Reflection: That for 


8 ante or Members, in Obedience to the 
7 ve forth a poſitive Judgmeut in the 
* Chriſt, is their proper Place and Of. 


e being called to it; and ſo for them to 
exerciſe 


K 


Dye Church's Power of Deciſſon. . og 
exerciſe that Place in the Body, which the Head 
moves them to, is not to uſurp Anthority over 
their Fellow Members. As, on the other Hand, 
to ſubmit and obey (it being the Place of ſome 
ſo to do) is not a renouncing a being led by the 
Spirit, ſeeing the Spirit leads them ſo to do: 
And not to obey, in caſe the Judgment be ac- 
cording to Truth, and the Spirit lead to it, is, 
no Doubt, both offenſive and ſinful. And that 
all this may be fuppoſed in a Church of Chrift 
without Abſurdity, and ſo eſtabliſh the above- 
mentioned Propofitions, will appear by a ſhort: 
Review of the former Paſſages. - | 

If that Peter and James, their giving a poſitive 
judgment in the Caſe of Difference in divers 
Particulars, did not infer. them to be Inpoſers, 
ſo neither will any ſo doing now, being led to it 
by the ſame Authority: Every one may ealtly | 
make the Application. And, on the contrary, if 
for any to have ſtood up and reſiſted their Judg- 
ment, pretending an Unclearneſs, or ſo, and 
thereby held up the Difference after their Sen- 
tence, breaking the Peace and Unity | 
of the Church (Things being con- 4 18. 21. Ss 
eiu. cluded with an t ſeemed good to the : 


„ I Holy Ghoſt, and to us) ſay, if fuch would have 
given juſt Cauſe of Offence, and have been cuʒt 
be. [off, as Deſpiſers of Dignities of old, will not the 
here I like Cafe, now occurring, hold the fame Conclu- 
for on? Now, whether thoſe Propoſitions do not 

the hold, upon the Principles before laid down and 
1272 E I leave to every judicious and impartial 

+ | Fader to judge. or 
N 


nou 


* 
T's 


Moreover. 
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Moreover, we. ſee how poſitive the Apoſtle 
Paul is in many Particulars throughout all his 
Epiſtles, inſomuch as he ſaith, 2. Thefſ. ll. v. 1% ib 
any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note 10 
that Man, and have no Company with him, that he " 
may be when. And in many more Places, be 
fore mentioned, Where he commands 
Subwiſſion, them both to obey him, and. ſeveral 
KS Tie others, who were appointed (no Doubt 
e by the Spirit of God) to be Rulers 
spirit of - among them; and yet, who will ſay, 
— 92252 that either the Apoſtle did more 
=} than he ought, in commanding ; or 
| they leſs ek the were obliged to, 
in Log? ? And yet neither were to do any 
Thing contrary, or —ͤ than the Spirit of God 
in . themſelves led them to, or allowed them in. 
And if the. Church of. God bear any Parity or 
Proportion now in theſe Days with what. it did 
of old (as I know no Reaſon why it ſhould not) 
the ſame Things may now.be. ſuppoſed to take 
Effect that. did. then, and alſo be lawfully done 
upon the like Occaſion, proceeding from the ſame WP92 
Spirit, and eſtabliſhed- upon the fame Bafis and ert 
Foundation. And thus much, as to that Part, tower 
ſhew in .2vhom the Power of Beciſon 16 Which 
being ſeriouſly and impartially conſidered, is ſuf- 
ficient to — us from the — 3 either off. 
2 or any other of that Nature, with thoſe 
that are not either wilfully blind, or very igno- 
Tant of 45 Principles, as the judicious Reader“ 
may obſ, erve. But ſeeing to manifeſt. that Dif; 
ference was one of thofe kings propol d to beff 


* eee of, I ſhall now come to ſæy ſomething r 


Z Þ {3 its in * Place. 


01 his I: sreriox vn. 
v. 14, 


7 15 FI this Sr alto * Aare from. the 
' 6 oppreſſing and eee e Principali of a 
> © | Church of . and NAW Anti ore 


nands | 
rer . e 
onde 77. | rHatever Way we tie Head III. 
16 : the Popiſh Principles in this 8 
9407 becher of thoſe that are moſt . . 
83 devoted to the See of Rome, as the Kings of Spain 8 
op, 5 Jominions, and the Princes of Italy; the Jgſiitt, 
nd Generality of all thoſe called religious Orgers, 
cho hold, that Papa in Cathedra non poteſt errare, 
beet abſque Concilio ; that is, That the Pope in 
ity os hi Chair, cannot err, though <vithout a Council ; - 
it dd of thoſe that are leſs devoted, who plead this 
d no) Mallibility in the Pope and Council, lawfully con- 
) take ned, Who yet, by the more zealous, are reckon- 


lo any 
F God 


em in. 


) take | 
© dons petty Schiſmaticks ; : I fay, whatever © 
e ſame Nay we take them, all thoſe that do beef et 


fis and woteſs themſelves Members of the 3 


art, to bm Church, and are ſo far ſuch, 8 ; 
Which taunderſtand their own Principles, — Se 
is ſuf. Ie un ueſtionably acknowledge. / 
her off, Firſt, That no general Council can be , . 


22 called, without the Biſhop r 


7 igno- ome, as Chriſt 7 Picar, 5 and deter Su . eſſer, YH | 
Reader all it. * \ C2 | 
it Dif, Secondly, „ That either ze himſelf, r it. 


to be e for Ji as his Legates, nat * „ 5 | 4 
ethingf hero Fg, and * Fe — <= 
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. Thirdly, That the Members havin 
Vote, are made up of Biſhops or Presby- 
ters, or Commiſſioners, from the ſeveral. Orders 
being of the Clergy. 5 d 
„ _ Fourthly, That what is concluded on 
© by Plurality of Votes, and agreed to H 
the Pope and his Legates, muſt neceſſarily be ſuf 
poſed to be the Judgment of the infallible Spirit. {ons 

© Fifthly, That all the Members of thW70 
1 Church are bound implicitly to receive andiio b. 
believe it, becauſe it proceeds from a Council to bi 
"accounted lawful in the Neſpects above-mentioned 
«<oithout Regard to the intrinſick or real Truthy 
'of the Things preſcribed, or bringing them in ay 
Reſpelt to the Teſt or Examination of the Spiri re 
'of God in themſelves, or the Scripture's Teſtimony Th 
ar their Agreement or Diſagreement with Truths dg 
formerly believed and received; for ſo much as t 
prove or try them by Way of Doubt, they reckon { 
Breach of the firſt Command; as, on the other Hand 
a Matter o, Merit, implicitly to receive and believ 
them, however” ene ne with the Teſtimony off 
the Spirit in one's own Heart, Scripture, Truth and 

A 

VI; - 


III. 


W 


Sixthly, That no man, as a Membel 
8 F the Church of Chriſt, in that ſimple 
Capacity, unleſs a. Clergyman, or the Ambaſſadol 
of. ſome... King, &c. can be admitted to fit, vote, « 
JJ CERN 

Seventhly, That it is in no Reſpect i 


\ be Juppoſed, that any Members, eſpecial upp. 


Laicks, 20 hel ber in à particular City, Country or Na., 
lion, may meet concerning any Things relating to uf 
Faith and Worſhip of the Church, and give, by tb hur 
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having Qpirit of God any Fudgment ; butthat all ſuch Meetings 
eto be accounted ſchiſmatical and unlawful. And, 

Laſtly, That the Promiſe , Infallibility, 
md the Gates of Hell not prevailing, zs 
weefſarily annexed to the Pope and Council, called 
ind authorized in the Manner above: expreſſed. - 

Now, if to deny every one of | theſe Propoſi- 
ions, wherein all. underſtanding. Men know the 
frrorsand Abuſes of the Romiſh Church conſiſt, be 


p. be Popr/b ; then indeed may we be ſuppoſed to 


Presb y- 
Irders 


VIII. 


1ded on 
d tob 
ve ſug 
pirit. 

5 of th 


IVE And 

% Me one RS the Papijts i in this Matter, but not 
tioned Mitherwiſe : So that the very mentioning of theſe 
Truth hings is ſufficient to ſhew the Difference betwixt 


b and them. But if any will needs po our 


in an 

SpiriWgrecment with them thus; 
mony The Papiſts afirm an Infallibility of , don. | 
Truths Aue; in 'the Church of Cbriſt, 5 
. / do you; therefore you are one with Papiſts. | 
clin I anſwer, that proves no more our e. 
Handl neneſs, in this Matter, than if it ſhould 

Behieulle ſaid, The Papiſts plead that God ought to * 
vony © ; 2 pred, and '/o do you ; therefore ye, agree : Not- 


nthſtanding of the vaſt differences as to that, 
hich is not only known betwixt us and them, 
ut betwixt them and all Proteſtants, who agree 
bore with them in the Matter of Won 
je do. 5 
bote, ¶ Next again, Infallibility in the 
hurch (according as we hold it, 
q pecl, nd I have above defined it) no Man upon our 
peciallf ppoſition (or Hypotheſis can de- PM 
'or Nay it. For fince we firit aſſert, as a The Up. i 
40 th rinciple, that no Gathering, NO by the Infalli- _ 
' by thþppurch, nor Aſſemh of People, be Spirits © 
Spiri oweyer frue their Principles, or 1 
1 3 exact 


th ant 


Membel 
Jum 
fade 
Anſwer 2. 
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exact their Form be, are to be accounted th$Þ*"* 


Churcli of Chriſt, except the 
ide; what can be the 
that in ſuch a Church there is ſtill an infallibiq 
Judgment ? Indeed this is ſo far from Poper 
that it refolves in a Propoſition quite contradicto 
ry to them. The Romaniſts ſay, That the infallff 
üble Spirit always accompanies the outward wij 
ble: Profeſſors, and is annexed to the eternal Succe 


fion of Biſhops and Paſtors, though ever ſo viciny 


lead and gu 


For ſome 
Popes have 
been known + 
to deny, or at 
teaſt to doubt 
the Truth of 
the Scriptures 
as to the 
Hiſtory of 
Chriſt, and 
to call in 
Queſtion the 


Immortality 


of the Soul, 


and the Re- 
ſurrection. 


uit or Authority they may pretend to, ſo muc 
as claim an Intereſt in any Part of the Church « 


The infallible 
Judgment 
where it is. 


fect & Atheiſts and Infidels in f 


Subjection 


Members, theſe cannot, by Virtu 


be Members of the 
ſuch as are led and guided by 


1 Spiri nfat 


azard to ſayPucc 


as to their Lroes : 


Tea, though jr 

vate TFudgments, yet i, outward 
ly profeſſing the Catholick Faith, an 
to the Church, th: 
muſt be Partakers of the infallib 


Spirit. We fay the quite con nt 
trary : That where there is eithe the 
Viciouſneſs of Perſons, or Unſound r 

2 


neſs of Judgment in the particula 


of any outward Call or Succeſſio 
they have, or any Profeſſion the 


Chriſt; or the infallible Spirit. file 
80 then, if we admit none t get] 
Church buſþ#rec 


clue 


Spirit, it will be no Popery, in the ſecond Place 2 


to affirm, that where there is a Company o iu 


People ſo 


to retain juſtl 


aft I 


thered, who are not any longe 
the Name of the Church « 


_ — they are : led. aud guided by I q 


Spirig 


* 
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t. VIIlPpirit, or a Church ſo qualified and deſigned, 
ted there is {till an infallible Fudgment. So that this 
Spin wallibility is not annexed to the Perſons, to the 
to ſay zucceſſion, to the bare viſible Profeſſion (though 
fallihl ue, which the Church of Rome is denied to be) 
Poperſr to any Society, becauſe of its Profeſſion; but 
radict'Ingly, and alone to the true, real and effectual 
'e infall ork of Sanctiſication and Regeneration, the New 
rd ꝛirature brought forth in the Heart: And this 
Succeſ the Spiritual Man, which the Apoſtle ſaith, 
_ vicinW4geth all Things, 1 Cor. 2. 15. To affirm there 
9% pen Infallibility here, cannot well be condemned 
71 thy any; or wholo doth, mult needs ſay, the Spirit 
„ ba God is fallible : For we place the Infallibility 
th, al the Spirit, and in the Power, not in the Perſons. 
\, „ed fo theſe are the Degrees we aſcend by; 
a fall Becauſe ſuch and ſuch Men are led by the Spi- 
e con it of God, and are obedient to the Grace in 
eithel their Hearts, therefore are they Members and 
ound Officers in the Church of Chriſt, And becauſe 
rticula 
Virtu 
cceſſio 
n the 


o muc | 
urch $4 ſo are by a lawful Succeſſion formally eſta- 


;+ , Fibed Officers in the Church, when they meet 
one tiegether (according to certain Rules above de- 
ch bufjared) there is an Izfallibilit)y annexed to their 
by ncluſions, and they cannot but decide what 1s 
Placchebt; os rather, what they decide muſt needs 
any off ſuppoſed to be right. Who ſeeth not here a 
long} Diſproportion ? ERS 
ch Q ---: : SST 
Spiri . 6 | 


the Reſpe& before declared, therefore there is 
an infallible Fudgment among them.“ We da 
ot fay, Becauſe ſuch Men profeſs the Chriſtian 


4 


they are Members of the Church of Chriſt in 


ath, and have received an outward Ordination, 


— 
— r A 
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Now we differ herein fundamentally; that is, ag! 
to the very Baſis and Foundation upon which wel 
build; and that not only from the Church of 


c Rome, but alſo from the Generalit 
The Conſtitu- Of Proteſtants in this Matter. 
ee = Proteſtants do acknowledge a gere 
neral Council ral Council to be uſeful, yea ne 
wk eh ceflary, in the Caſe of Diviſion 9 
Debate; let us conſider the Baſis upon which the 
proceed, and the Streſs they lay upon it. 

[p43 1 Firft, All jointly; both the prelati 
cal and presbyterial, will have this Sy 
| nod or Council to conſiſt of a Con 
vocation of the Clergy, choſen and ſent from the 
particular Congregations, with ſome few lait 
ldere, called together by the civil Magiftrate 
in cafe he be one in Judgment with them. 


1 Proteſtanis. 


They decide by Plurality of Votes. And thoſfſf 


they aſſume not an ab/olute infallibility, in tha 
they reckon: it poſſible for them to err, yet d 
they reckon their Deciſions obhgatory upon the 
ſuppoſed Conſonancy to the Scripture 3 and how 


ever do affirm that the Civil Magiſtrate hatt 
Power to conſtrain all to ſubmit and obey ; 0 
elſe to puniſh them either by Death, Baniſhmen 
Impriſonment, Confiſcation of Goods, or ſom 
other corporal pain ; even though ſuch be pe 
fuaded, and offer to make appear, that the D 
ciſions they refuſe, are contrary to the Scri 


A 


And Lay, (among the Papiſt 


2+ Popiſts. . None, tho' otherwiſe confeſſed to | 


All 


Th 
pe 
te 
4 
the 
Jud 
only 
of 0 
Diff 
ſum 


appe 
Whit 
eco 


f 


| 7 
1 


1. 
li 


hz, 
the | 


a Member of the Church, both knowing and { hun 
ber, except commiſſionate in ſome of the Re hat 
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ſpects above declared, can be admitted to fit, , 


vote, and give his Judgment. 
Any that will be at the Pains, to apply this to 


the Foundation I before] 


aid of the Infallibility of 


judgment, in that we may account 


only to be truly called the Church e 

of Chriſt, will — * ſee the "i both. 

Difference betwixt us, which 1 ſhall | 

ſym up in theſe particulars : - Ae 
Hiri, Do we exclude any Member of 1. 


the Church of Chriſt, that may be truly 


accounted. ſo, from telling his Judg- 


ment? 


Secondly, Do we ſay a Man —_ „ 4 


be perſecuted in his Ontwrartis for his 


Diſſent in Spirituals? 
Thirdly, Do we plead 


that Dexifon 8 


i to paſs concluſive, becauſe of the 


plurality of Votes? 


And much more, which the Rradiars may ob- 
ſerve from what is already mentioned ; which, 


that it may be all more o 


bviaus at one N wall 


appear ſomewhat clearly by this following Figure; 
which will give the Reader an Opportunity to. 
recollect what lay heretofore more ſcattered. 


E: The Ro: M.A NIS Ts 
S oo 
I. That there is an In- 


fallibility in the Church; 
Vhich Infallibility is, when 
the Pope calls a general 


and ſi Guncil of Biſhops, &c. 
the RA %a. whatſoever they con. 


ipecy © 1 fo 


clude] 
4 


II. The Generality of Pao- 


TESTANTS ſay, 


. That though all Sy- 
jnod: and Coun- 

ils may err; . Conf. 
yet ſuch Aﬀent. Chap, it 
blies are need- 
ful for the Edi- 


fication 


by 
N 
o 
4 
Ly 


— 0 " - - 


— 
n Nr 2% 


104 The Anarchy of the 
tlude and agree upon 


muſt needs be the infal- 
lible Judgment of the 
Spirit 7 Gd, 4.4 of 
the Promiſe of Chriſt, 
That he would not ſuf- 
fer the Gates of Hell 
to prevail againſt his 
Church. ET „ 

2. And thut the Pope 
and Council, made up of 
certain of the Clergy, hav- 
ing one outward Suc- 
ceſſion, and being law- 
Fully ordained, according 


to the Canons, are that 


Ranters, 8c. Sed. VIII. 
fication of the Church. 


That ſuch do conſiſt of | 


a Convocation of the 
Clergy, with ſome few 
Laicks particularly cho- 
ſen. That all others, ex- 
cept thoſe ſo elected, 
have not any Right to 


vote or give Judgment, 


2. That ſuch an Aſ- 
ſembly ſo conſtitute, may 
miniſterially 
Controverſies of Faith, 
Caſes of Conſcience, Mat- 
ters of worſhip, and au- 
thoritatively determine 


Church, o which that 
Promiſe is made, how- 
ever wicked or depraved 
they be ; yet this infallible 
Judgment follows them, 
as being neceſſarily an- 
nexed to their Office, in 
which the Authority ſtil. 
ſtands in its full Strength 
and V. gour ? | 


+0] 


3. So that there lies an 


— — 


Obligation upon the whole 
Body of the Church 
obey their Decrees : An 
fuch as ds not, are not 
. only 


ty to be 


the ſame, The Deciſion 
is to be by Plurality of 
Votes, without any e- 
ceſſary Reſpect to the in- 
ward Holineſs or Rege- 
neration of the Perſons; 
if ſo be they be out- 
wardly called, ordained 
and inveſted in ſuch a 
Place and Capacity, as 
gives them an Authori- 
Members of 


ſuch an Afﬀembly. _ 
3. What they thus de- 
cide (as they judge ac- 
cording to the Scripture) 
ought to be received 
with Reverence, and ſub- 
mt mitted 


determine 


VIII. 


urch. 


t of | 


the 
few 
cho- 
3, ex- 
ted, 
ht to 
nent. 
1 Af- 


„may 


mine 
Faith, 
„Mat- 
d au- 
mine 
ciſion 
ty of 
54 Ne-; 
he in- 
Rege- 
ſons; 
> out» 


lained 


Ich a 


y, as 
thori- 


s of 


1s de- 


'e ac- 
ture 
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d ſub- 
gitted 
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2 certainly 


that it 1s the Duty f niſhed by the Civil Ma- 


the Civil Magiſtrate to giſtrate by Death, Ba- 


puniſh ſuch by Death,Jniſhment or Impriſon- 
Baniſhment or Impriſon- ment, though they de- 
ment, &c. in caſe they lare, and be ready to e- 
refuſe. vidence, that it 1s be- 


cauſe they are not agree- 
jable to the Scripture 


III. Te QUAKERS %, 


1. That whereas none truly ou ght, 


nor can be accounted the Church of The ſanctiged 


bers. 
\ 


Chriſt, but ſuch as are in a Meaſure 
ſandlified, or ſandhifying, by the Grace 


of God, and led by his Spirit; nor yet any made 


Officers in the Church but by the Grace of God, 


and inward Revelation of his Spirit (not by aut. 


ward Ordination or Succeſſion) from which none 
is to be excluded, if ſo called, whether married, 
or a Tradeſ. man, or a Servant. 

2. If ſo be in ſuch a Church there 


ſhould ariſe any Difference, there Their infalli- 
ble Judg- 


will be an infallible Fudgment from ment—— 


the Spirit of God, which may be in 
a General Aſſembly ; yet not limited 
to it, as excluding others: 


— as if the Infallibility were placed there, 
excluding the fewer. In which Meeting or Aſ- 
Sagte upon ſuch an Account, there is no Limi- 


damnedjmitted to: And thoſe 
for their Diſobedience, bu 


hey refuſe ſuch Decrees. 


And may prove the | 
Judgment of the Plurality; yet not to be decided 


1 
' 
? 


tation — 


tos The Anarchy of the Ranters, &c. Sect. VII. 


tation to be of Perſons particularly choſen; but || 


that all that in a true Senſe may be reckoned 

of the Church, as being ſober and weighty, 

* be preſent, and give their Judgment. 
3. And that the infallible Judgment 


To be ſub- of Truth (which cannot be. wanting 


mitted unto, 


in ſuch a Church) whether it be given 


through one or more, ought to be 


ſubmitted to, not becauſe ſuch Perſons give it, 
but becauſe the Spirit leads ſo to do; e ever 
one coming to in themſelves, will willingly and 
naturally aſſent to. And if any, thro' Difobe- 
dience or Unclearneſs, do not all that the Church 
ought to do, ſhe is to deny them her ſpiritual 
Fellowſhip, in cafe the Nature of their Diſobe- 
dience be of that Conſequence as may deſerve 
ſuch a Cenſure; but by no Means, for Matter 


of Conſcience, to moleſt, trouble, or Perſecute 


any in their Outwards. 

Who will be at the Pains to compare theſe 
throe ſeriouſly together, I am hopeful will need 

| no further Argument to prove the 


Objection Difference. But if any will further 


object, What if it fall out, de Facto, 


that the Teachers, Elders, or Plurality, do decide 
(and from thence will ſay) this is like 


Aniwcr. the Church of Rome, and other falſe 


Churches? It will be hard to prove 


that to be an iafallible Mark of a wrong Judgment, 


as we have not ſaid it 1s of a right. And indeed 


to conclude it were ſo, would neceſſai ily condemn 


the Church in the Apoſtles Days, where we ſee 
the Teachers and Elders, and ſo far as we can ob- 
ſerve, the greater Number did agree to the De- 


01 | | ciſion, 
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ciſion, Acts 1. 15. For if the Thing be right, 


and according to Truth, it is ſo much the better 


that the Elders and greater Number do agree to it; 
and if wrong, their affirming it will not make 


it right: And truly a Gathering, where the El- 
ders and greater Number are always, or moſt fre- 
quently wrong, and the younger and leſſer Num- 
ber right, is ſuch, as we cannot ſuppoſe the true 
Church of Chriſt to be. And if any will plead, 
that there is now no infallible Fudgment to be 
expected from the Spirit of God in the Church, 


it (no doubt) will leave the Diſſenters as much in 
the Miſt, and at as great a Loſs, as thoſe they 
diſſent from; both being no better than blind 


Men, hitting at Random, which will turn Chri- 


ſtianity into Scepticiſm. And though we may ac- 


knowledge, that this Uncertainty prevails in the 
Generality of thoſe called Churches ; yet we do 
firmly believe (for the Reaſons above declared, and 


many more that might be given) That the True 


Church of Chriſt has a more ſolid, ſtable Foun- 
dation; and being never ſeparated from Chriſt, 
her Head, walks in a more certain, ſteady, and 
unerring Path. e 


| T H E 
E A ſummary 1. HE Subſtance then of what 
; —— is aſſerted and proved in this 
Treatiſe, reſolves in theſe follow. 
ing Particulars. 
14. Fil, That in che Church of Chriſt, 


ben it conhits of a viſible People (for 
I-fpeak not here of the Church in the dark 
Night of Apoſtacy, that conſiſted not of any 
Society viſibly united) gathered into the Behef of 
certain Principles, and united in the joint Per- 


formance of the Worſhip of God, as meeting to- 


gether; praying, preaching, Oc, there is, and 
{till mult be, a certain Order and Government. 


u. | Secondly, That this Government, as 
to the outward Form of it, conſiſts of certain 
Meetingss appointed principally for that End; 


yet not ſo as to exclude Acts of wmp, if the 
Spirit move — | 


III. ” Thirdly, The Object of this Go- 


vernment is 8 outwards and 


inwards. The Outwards 8 mainly to the 


Care of the Poor, of Widows and Fatherlels ; 3 
| whery 5 


. 


— wp 
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where may be alſo included Marriages, and the 
Removing of all Scandals in Things undeniably 


wrong. The Inwards reſpect an Apoſtacy, either 
in Principles or Practices that have a Pretence 


of Conſcience, and that either in denying ſome 
Truths already received and believed, or aſſerting 
new Doctrines that ought not to be received. 
Which again (to ſub-divide) may either be in 
Things fundamental, and of great Moment ; or 

in Things of leſs Weight i in themſelves, yet pro- 


ceeding from a wrong Spirit, and which in the 


natural and certain Conſequence of them, tend to 
make Schiſms, Diviſions, Animoſities, and in 
Sum, to break that Bond of Love and Unity that 
is fo needful to be upheld and eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of Chriſt. And here come alſo under this 


Conſideration all worms Strifes, Backbit- 


ings, and evil Surmiſings. 


Feurthly, That in the true Church IV. 
of Chriſt (according to the Definition 
above given of it) there will, in ſuch Caſes of 
Differences and Controverſies, ſtill be an infalliabie 
Judgment from the Spirit of God, either 1 in one 
or other, few or more. 


Fifthly, That this infallible Judgment v. 
18 only, and unalterably, annexed and 


ſeated in the Spirit and Power of God; not to 
any particular Perſon or Perſons, Meeting or” 
by Virtue of any ſettled Ordination, ⁵ 


or A bly, 


Office, Place or Station, that ſuch may have, or 


have had in the Church ; no Man, Men, nor 
Meeting 
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110 A Summary Recollection 


Meeting ſtanding, or being inveſted in any Au- 
thority in the Church of Chriſt, upon other Terms 
than ſo long as he or they abide in the living 

Senſe and Unity of the Life in their own Par- 
ticulars ; which whoſoever, one or more, inward- 
iy departs from, 7 4 Facto, loſes all Authority, 
Office, or certain diſcerning, he or they formerly 
have had, though retaining the true Principles 
and Fund Form, and (may be) not fallen into 
any groſs Practices, as may declare them gene- 
_—_ to be thus wither ed and decayed. 


4 7 VL = n That * Chriſt, under 
the Goſpel, hath ordinarily revealed his 
Will in ſuch Caſes through the Elders. and Mi- 
niſters of the Church, or a General Meeting; 
whoſe Teſtimony is neither to be deſpiſed or re- 


jected, without good Cauſe. Neither is their 


taking upon them really to decide, any juſt 
Ground to charge them with Impoſition,. or to 

uarrel with their Judgment; unleſs it can be 
proved, that they are decayed, and have loſt their 
ee bake as above. | 

VII. Seen), That to ſubmit _ "N40 
in ſuch Caſes, is no detracting from 


the common Privilege of Chriſtians, to be in- 


wardly led by the Spirit, ſeeing the Spirit has 
led ſome heretofore ſo to do, and yet may. And 


tthat every Pretence of Unclearneſs is not a ſuf- 
ficient Excuſe for Diſobedience, ſeeing; that may 


proceed from Obſtinacy, or a Mind prepoſſeſſed 


Wach Prejudice Vet 1 not any ought to do 
| | it 


bai 
G 
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it before they be clear ; and who are every Way 
right, will not want Clearneſs in what they ought 
to do. 


And, laſtly, That theſe Principles VII. 
are no ways tainted with Impeſition, 
or contrary to true Liberty of Conſcience : And 
that they fundamentally differ from the Uſurpa- 
tions both of Popery, Prelacy, and Pref oytery, 
or any other of that Nature. 
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TO "IF 


NATIONAL Ae a 


" aut > 
1 


0 ala belived ch, and B 9 


Aving been for ſome Time under a deep wid 
mournful Senſe of the States of many of the 
Churches of Chriſt, a weigh Concern came upon 
my Spirit, to communicate ſome of thoſe Things 
to you which came under my Conſideration, and 
could not be eaſy until I had given up to do it; 
and as I foreſee what I ſhall write will be org, 
and the longer by commemorating the Dealings of 
the LORD with us in %s Nation, as wel { 
by writing ſome Things new and od: 80 therefore, = 
Ideſire you will bear its Length, it being, 1 in Proba - 
bility, the laſt time that ever I ſhall write . 29 i 
for I am but weat in Body, and id able to write at 
this Time; and, in all human Proſpect, not *. 
to continue longi in ** World. But however that 
e a= 2: " 


* e has 4 e ths Pn 85 8 I "5 
PP Ee * 
4 THT > a 5h | 5 
b 6% b 3 9 5 * 4 p . : 1 
9 


—— = y 
_ —_ __ oy o 
Z — | — — | — Noatroyns dd o = oy 2 — ——_ g — — = p = = * * — _ Ss n 
ee „„ Serge Re On imtie av 1 — — „ —— * — 8 » © nd ts. — 
ome "3 3 ad 7 = W — mme PR K * Ne f U C # 2 W rn ” ——— 9 * 
- n | 9 eg TE" 0 RE oe ett A ITS R r _ * * A . 
. . * : 8 a g g * * N 1 * L ln dads. aa * 
- DI MBE LACY Til 0 , - 3 ' - 
* 44 * 1 
4 * 3 : s . 2 
L 


-E 44 
may be, Oh! ſaith my Soul, that the "II will be 
pleaſed to keep and preſerve me near to himſelf to 
the End, that ſo in the End of my Time, I may at- 
tain to that everlaſting Reſt, that the ELDERS, 
who havegonebeforeme, arealready entred into. 
And now, my dear Friends, I herewith ſend you 


the Salutation of my endeared Love in our LORD 


and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, which re- 
mains as freſ/ and fervent with me now in old Age, 
as in my 79th, more eſpecially to you that tra- 
vel in Spirit, and are zealouſly concerned for the 
Welfare and Proſperity of SION, you are as near 
and dear to me as ever, and I have Unity with you, 
in the Covenant of Love and Lite, whether you 


are old or youn 2 rich or poor; for in this Love it 
0 


is that we are bound up together in the Bundle of 
Life, being baptized by one Spirit into one Body, 
and in this Love which proceeds from the Spirit, 

the true Unity of the Church is kept up and main- 
tained in the Bond of Peace, whereby the whol: 
Body i is edliſied together in love, which you know 
is a/tronger Bond and Tye than all outward Laws, 


Creeds, or Confeſſions o* Faith without it. 


And beſides this Gift of the HOLY SPIRIT, 
which CHRIS T has given us for our Salvation, 


hae has given additional Means and Aſſiſtances con- 
great End; thus he has afforded us 


ducive to that 
the'HOLY SCRIPTURES for our Information, 
Egtfication and Comfort, thro* the Spirit. He has 
ſent us his Miners and Meſſengers, whom he has 


furniſhed with the immediate = nic of his Word : 


le has gifted ELDERS to overſee, adviſe and 
4 Us, aud, by his holy Spirit, he has moved 
| te and Elders to give forth and 
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leave us holy Inſtructionc, for keeping godly Order 
and Diſcipline in the Churches of CHRIST, to be 
as an Hedge and Fence about us for our Preſerva - 
tion (ſo far as Means can de) in this Unity of the 
Spirit, as well as to keep us from the In  _ 
mads of the Enemy, who goes about can- Pet. s. 8. 
tinually ſeeking whom he may .devdur, * - . ca 
Our gracious LORD has done all this for us in 
our Day and Time, as he did formerly, ſo that we 
may truly ſay with that holy Prophet {/aiah, wha 
fake from the Mouth of the Lord, ſayy -k 
ing, What could have been done more tomy Ie. 5. 4. 
Vineyard that I have not done in it. And 
[ pray God it may not be ſaid of many of us 
now as he ſaid to 1/rae/ then, viz. -Wherefore, when 
I looked that it ſhould bring forth Grapes, it brought 
Jath. wild Greper.:. wi, ... 7 IE 
Now, my dear Friends, that which bears the 
et Og upon my Spirit at this Time, is, re- 
ating to god hh Order and Diſcipline in the Churches 
af Chriſt: And tho' I well know that you who. 
have retained your j#r/? Love to God, and have 
kept your Habitations in his holy Truth; do not 
want any Information of mine to convince you 
of the Neceſſity and Service thereof; yet as au of 
the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpealeth, 1o. 
out of the abundant, Concern, I feel upon my 
Spirit for the Proſperity of Truth, I beſeech you 
bear with me while I caſe my Mind, if it but prove 
of the leaſt benefit to the Younger in your Meets; 


ing, by ſtirring up the pure Mind by Payef Remem-, il 
me of you do want but little ſtirring up to wu, 


brance; for notwithſtanding Lam very. 


Duty, reſpecting Diſcipline, yet I believe m 
5 1 athers. 


4 E 5 1 | 
others do. Neither do you want to be convinced J 01 
that our Women's, as well as Men's, Meetings for 
Diſcipline, were jir/? ſet up by the Movings of 1 
the LOR D's Power, through that worthy and || #r 
faithful Elder Geox6t,Fox ; and allo, that the 
Authority of theſe Mectings i is to be kept upand || ' 
maintained thereiu, you are living Witneſſes there- I che 
6f, becauſe the LORD has often owned your 
Services i in them by the Overſhadowings of his 
#hrious Power. = 


You know alſo, that in the fr/? Inſtitution of 
theſe our Men's Meetings, the Members of them ſho 


were to be faithful Men, who were to I Iin 

| Exod; 18. 4. rule and govern for the LORD, Mer Ala 
W942 ' fearing GOD, and hating Cooetouſneſe, Thi 
agreeable to thoſe in the ApoſtlesTimes whom the of v 
HOLY GHOST had made Overſeers in the lay) 
Church of CHRIST; yet this doesnotexclude ., Sto 
neſt minded young Men from being admitted to ſitin I in g 
thoſe Meetings as Learners, who, growing in Truth, enla 
may at length come to have their ſpiritual Senſes but 
exerciſed, ſo as rightly to diſcern between Good then 
and Evil, and Things that differ, tho' at firſt they cordi 
may not ſee into Things /o clearly as the faithful Good 
Elders did, yet as they grow in Truth, and fo/low fet in 
FT them, as the Apoſtle Paul adviſes, the Kran 
Phi 3-15 Lord in due Time aplll reveal ſuch Things Meafi 


uunio them. I can ſpeak this from my "4 r 
own Experience; likewiſe, in a more general Way, Mean 
as there are, and always will be, d:ferent _—— aud 
of Growthin the Members of the Church of % 2 
CHRIST, yet as all are growing in Truth, and 
drawing one. May, and aiming at the /ame Thing, 
we, the Hu, of the a and e 
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of his Holy Truth, there will be a general Condeſcen; 
ſion and Submiſſion to one another, but more eſpe- 
cially to godly Elders and Overſeers ; here the 
Arong and Self-will of Man is kept out, and the 
Unity of the Spirit, in an heavenly Harmony, 
maintained in thoſe Meetings, as well as amon 
the whole Body, or Church of CHRIS T. 

And while Things remained in this Order, the 
true Watchmen for CHRIST, thoſe Elders, 
were good Examples to the Flock themſelves; 
they diligently watched them, leſt the Enemy 
ſhould ſteal in upon them ; and when at.any 


Time he made an Appearance, they gave the 


Alarm to the Flock to beware of the Devourer : 
Thus, if any Thing did appear contrary to Truth, 
of what Kind ſoever, then preſently (without De- 
lay) thoſe true Watchmen did endeavour to put a 
Stop thereto ; then it was that Things went well 
in general in the Churches of CHRIST. I could 
enlarge abundantly upon the good Effects of it, 
but ſtop myſelf, and in a few Words ſay, That 
then the Diſorderly were dealt with in due Time, ac- 
cording ta the Nature of their Offences, and for their 


Good : And if they could not be reclaimed, they were 
ſet in their Places, Truth cleared, and they made as 
Examples to others, and then thoſe Examples in ſome : 
Meaſure became a Terror to ſuch who were inclined 
and ready to follow their diſorderly Steps, by which * 
Means many, I believe, were deterred therefrom = 3 
Aud thus holy Diſcipline was kept in its right Han- 
nel, and, above all, the LORD was Pleaſed. Is 
own: thoſe Services with his heavenly Power. 
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But alas! alas! The State of Things continue 


in this Condition but a few Years before the Euem̃̃ 


* 


* 


of all Righteouſneſs made Attempts to break down 
the Fence of Diſcipline, which had been ſet up by 
the Power of GOD, and even prevailed on ſome, 
who had been as leading Elders and Mini- 
ſters to be concerned therein (ſuch who once 
knew better Thin 189) but had departed from their 
Fr/tLove to Truth, and Zeal for it; theſe Men, 
with their Iibertine Company in our bordering Na- 
tion, did riſe up againſt that Man of GOD, G. Fox, 
ho had been made the Inſtrument, in the Hand of 
the LORD, to ſet up good Order and Diſcipline; 
they levelled their Rage and Malice againſt him in 
particular, with thoſe who had kept their #7/tLove 

ho, p32 or ak But their chief End was to lay waſte, 
and deſtroy this gaad Order and Diſcipline, and 
leave every one io do as they pleaſed, and would 
have no Boundsſet, with this plauſible Pretence, that 
all muſt be left to the Light in their Conſciences, 
and Friends muſt wait until they are convinced, 
that ſuch and ſuch Things were contrary to Truth, 
tho even many of the Things they went into, the 
TLigbt of CHRIST led the true Followers of it 
aut of, and to. teſtify againſt, in the Beginning, 
This was pleaſing Doctrine to Libertines; it took 
With them, and they made uſe of it, and thereup- 
on went into zvreng Liberty, as Height, Pride, Ta- 

lions of the World, Stiff neckedneſs, Strife, Con- 
tentzon, and /o unruly, that they would not ſub- 
mit their Differences . to Friends, with many o- 
ther Things contrary to Truth, too long to enu- 
merate; and yet all this under a Pretence of 
Chriſtian Liberty, and that they were not convinced 
by the Lig li in their Conſciences to the contrary. 


her the Rebellion and (Confederacy againl 


E 

Order in the Church) was very great and * 
ſtrong, and in fome Places they da up ſeparate 
Meetings ; but the LORD rang a Blaſt upon 
that Spirit, and they came to nothing, as a Body 
of People; yet notwithſtanding this, the Seeds, 
which they had ſown in this Time of undue 
Liberty ns, and ſtill remain amongſt ma- 
ny, in ſome Places, and in this Time it was that 
ſome of thoſe Seeds were brought into this Nation, 
by Examples from them, and in particular Height 
and Finery in Apparel and Houſhold Stuff, with ſome 
other Things, of which I am preſently to ſpeak. 
Tho' I was but a young Man then, yet an He 
rt Ear Witneſs of many of thaſe Things, having 
been at ſeveral of the — in England, where- 
in this libertine Spirit raiſed Contention, and then 
clearly ſaw the Tendency thereof, that it would, 
if poſſible, lay waſte the whole Heritage of-GOD, 
and I bore my Teſtimony againſt it, as as convenient 

Seaſons and 6 offered. 5 8 
have written after this Manner to ſhew how 
good Order and Diſcipline was ſet up and eſtabliſh- 
ed in a general Way, and what Spirit it was that 
oppoſed it then, and I greatly fear the ſame Spi- 
rit is at work now, in this Nation, tho? in a differ- 
ent Appearance, not by their oppoſing all Diſci- 
pline in a general Manner as they did, but by 
breaking of Minutes, and weakening the Hands 
of the Faith ul, who are zealoufly concerned in 
Spirit for the Promotion of Truth, and: nn 


up the Diſcipline thereof in its right Line. 


Now, in opening theſe Things, I find I-ſhall: 1 
Rill led on in an Hiſtorical Manner, and therefore 


dere your Patience, * tha? it tend not = 
nfor- 


1 

A mstion of you faithful Elders in Ihael, who 
know them already, yet it may be to the Younger, 
by commemoratin 4 the kind Dealings of the LORD 
towards us, and ſtirring up the pure Mind in 
them, and that none of us may be ungrateful to 
him, for all the Benefits and Labour that he has 
beſtowed upon us. 

I have already ſaid that ſome of the Seeds, 
n that libertine Spirit had ſown, were 
brought over into this Nation, and particularly 

that of Height and Finery in Apparel and Houſhold 
Furniture, &c. And by exampling one another, 
they came to a great Height at laſt, tho" not to 

that Degree, as in the other N ation, but we are 
going faſt into them. 

Now, upon this Occafian,): I Awad revive 
the Memory of that Worthy Elder, Willian 
Edmundjon, of this Nation, whoſe Memory and 
Labours live, and are ſweet to the upright in 
Heart, and who (as moſt of you well know) was 
eninently inſtrumental in the Hand of the LORD, 
not only in a powerful Miniſtry by Word and 
Doctrine, but alſo for eſtabliſhing and main- 
taining good Order and Diſcipline in the Churches 

CHRIST. He zealou/ly and with undaunted Cou- 

ge ſtood up faithfully for the LORD and his 
uſe, and oppoſed all falſe Liberty in its ir 
Appearance, and was, to my certain Knowledge, 
much grieved, when he ſaw it growing in this 
Nation, and faithfully bore his Teſtimony againſt 


it, without Favour or. Affection, and tho? he did ſo, 


| and that many Epiſtles and Minutes went forth 
from our Half. year Meeting, againſt that Iiber- 
= ine 1 of 3 Pride, aud other 2 that 

= bad 
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had grown upon us, yet all did not prove fully 
effectual, until at laſt the LORD bleſt his unweas 
ried Endeavours with Succeſs, as a chief In- 
ſtrument in the Hand of G0 D, for putting 
gad Diſcipline in due and cloſe Execution, by 
which Means a Stop was put to that Spirit, in 
reat Meaſure, until he was taken from us, and 
it is now about Thirty Years fince the LORD 
raiſed up and ſpirited many godly Elders to join 
with him as one Man, in this Work of Reforma= 
fon, and thereupon Epiſtles were given forth from 
Half-years Meetings, which named Abundance 
of Superfluities, in Apparel, Houſe Furniture, gar- 
niſhing of Houſes, &c. with numerous other Things 
relating to Converſation and Behaviour, and run- 
mg greedily after the Things of this World, too 
long to enumerate, and which may be ſeen in. 
thoſe Minutes; and for the more effectual per- 
forming this Work, they directed us to chuſe out” 
right * Friends, who had a concern upon 
them for the Proſperity of Truth, and puting a- 
way all thoſe Things that were as Nuiſances in the 
Church, to viſit every particular Family, to /ee, in. 


ect and adviſe accordingly, as they ſaw Occaſion 


4 | 5 l 
Now, about this Time, the LORD had alſo 
raiſed a Concern in the Minds of the Faithful El- 
ders, in moſt Parts of this Nation, and, with 
them, had likewiſe been preparing the Hearts of 
2 younger and middle aged Generation, to join in 
this Work, and when thoſe Epiſtles and Minutes 
came down to this Province, there was a general 
Aﬀent in the Minds of Friends to __— with the 
Advices they gave us, as ſeeing the \Neceflity- of 
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it; and indeed I muſt confeſs, I believe that we, 
in this City of Cori, were at that time as much 
concerned to taks the Advice as any in the Na. 
tion; for tho' our Wives and Children dreſſed 
pretty plain, yet many of them wort rich coſtly 
Apparel, tho' of grave Colours, and many of our 
Houſes were furniſhed with divers Superfluities, 
that were not agreeable to the Plainneſs of Truth, 
and as Truth (I am ſatisfied) led into, in the 
Beginning. | 


However, ſo it was that the LORD touched 


the Hearts of thoſe alſo, and they joined Heart 
and Hand to the Work, in firſt cleanſing their 
own Houſes and Families from theſe Things, and 
after: that, as Elders were appointed according to 
the Advice of the Half-year's Meeting to viſit Fa- 
milies, ſo ſome of thoſe, the Toungge, were ap- 
pointed amongſt the reſt; but I wellknow it was 
very hard for ſome of them to give up to it, as 
thinking the Service too werghty for them, but 
having a Concern upon their Spirits, that the 
Work ſhould goon, they at laſt complied, tho 
in a Croſs to their own Wills, they went in much 
Weakneſs, Fear and Trembling, but the LORD (1 
teſtify) was with and ſtrengthened them in the 
Service. TI write this for the Encouragement of 
all Honeſ# hearted young Perſons, ſuch who are con- 
cerned in Spirit for the Proſperity of Truth, and 
that think themſelves very 


ful Elders in the Church of GO D ſhall think 
them meaſurably capable of. 


It is wich me to let the Hunger know how. 


Friends proceeded in their Viſits; and this I do, in 
5 order 


— 


Weak, and thereby 
are #99 backward in ſuch Services, which the fa:th- 


Ive principal 


Ia ee and 


E | 
order to ſtir up their Minds by Way of Informa- 
tion and Encouragement. The Viſiters choſen 


i met 3 and, in the Love of GOD; 


without Partiality, examined one another, how 
far they ſtood clear themſelves, relating to the 
Things about which they were going to adviſe 
others; and, after due Examination proceeded 
thus: When we came to a Family, we ſat down 
with them, and firit waited a while upon the 
LORD, and then, as it aroſe in the Minds of any, 
ly in the firſt Place directed them to 
the Gift of the LORD's Spirit in themſelves, as 
that by which alone they could grow in the Truth; 
and which would lead them in outward Things, 
agreeable thereto, as to Converſation, Behar 
and Plainneſs of Apparel and Speech, &c. as it led 
our Elders in the Beginning; and that altho' 
theſeThings were very commendable in their Places, 
yet told them they would not do of themſelves, ex- 
cept the Heart was alſo right in the Sight of the 
LORD: And having ſpoken what was in our 
Minds, according to the State of the Family we 
viſited (ſometimes all together, and ſometames' 
particularly apart, as we ſaw Occaſion: for it) 
we then came to the Minutes from our Haf- 
year's Meeting, and ſpoke particularly to them 
And this I may tell you of a Truth, that in all 
thoſe Viſits we made in this City at that time'we” 


Imet with no Oppoſition or Contradiction in any one 


Family or particular Perſon, that I remember, 
but a general Condeſcenſion in all, and ſometimes 
open Confeflion of Things that had 
been amiſs, and that in great Tenderneſs, with 


n Hopes of Amendment for the future; ſo that the 


Viditers - 


L084 11 
Viſiters and Viſited had great Satisfaction in that 
Service; and this I da further tell you, above 


all, the LORD owned gur Service, by fa- 


vouring us with his holy Power therein, ſo that 
in ſome Families, where Things were well, the 
L ORD overſhadowed us by his /iving Preſence, 
yo melted us down together, as into one Lump; 
ay my Soul never forget thoſe Times, _— J have 
ay to live in this World! 

ys 4 after thoſe Viſits were over in this City, 
in convenient Time moſt of thoſe Viſiters here did 
accompany ſome other faithful Elders in the Pro- 
vince, and they went through it, viſiting the Fa- 
milies of Friends; like as they had done in this Ci- 
ty, Which had much the ſame Effects as here, there 
being a general Condeſcenſion to comply with 
the Deſire of the Half. year's Meeting; and ac- 
cordingly, in Time, there was (I think I may fay) 
a pretty full and ect! Reformation in this Pro- 
vince in outward Things that had been amiſs, and 
Which that Meeting deſired might be put away 
and 1 underſtood the like Succeſs attended wt 


Service in other Parts of this Nation; and thus: 


Things ſtood for ſeveral Vears, and chere Was great 
Unity among Friends of this Province in particu- 


lar, as well as in general throughout the reſt ot. 


the Kingdom, and the LORD was pleaſed there- 


with, which he manifeſted. Sufi by the 0 
Overflewing of his divine £P WEL in de Mating | 


of Friends. E 


J confeſs, my 3 Fre my waiting after 


2 this Manner looks rather like an Herpa Nar- Raki 


1 rave, than an Epi Hero / 
3 N mes it being t magnify the. frog Waben nor 


iſtle, but I deſire you will bear 


5 . 
_ * . 
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n that Jof the LO RD in (rehearſing) his Dealings with 
above Ius; and for the Information and Encouragement 
y fa- Jof the Townger, that they may follow the Steps of 
o that Iche worthy Antients, who have followed Chriſt, 
I, the Band ſhun and avoid that /:bertine Spirit, which Þ * 
ſence, fear is now getting in, and has got in again, en- 
ump; Ideavouring to throw down and lay wafte what. 
{ have flour godly Elders had reared up by the Power of 
the LORD, and from this Fear I am led to 
query after this Manner. 


City, 1 
Are there not ſome in Being who not only 


re did 


Pro- Baw-thoſe Times of outward Reformation, but alſo. 
e Fa- Ibeartily joined therein, by putting away out of 


15 Ci- their Houſes: and Families thoſe Superfluities in 


there Miinene/s of Apparel and Houfhold Furniture, &c I 
with Em fatisfied there are. Or are there any who, ſince 


d ac- Ithat Time, have owned that Concern, and for a 
7 fay) lime ſtood zealous for the Plainneſs of Truth? 
Pro · Mamperſuaded there are. And now I query, are 

, and there any of late Times, of both Sorts, who have 
away Woſt that former Zeal, and: ſuffered or permitted 
that Wome of the ame or 2 Superfluittes in Apparel 
thus ud Dreſs to be worn by their Children, and in their 
great families ; and likewiſe have ſuffered or permitted 
ticu- I fine or finer Houſe Furniture and Garniſbing to 
ſt of ane into their own Houſes, or their Children's, 
here- hich I am ſatisfied they might have prevented, 
the y zealouſly ſtanding againſt it; and moreover, 


tings ſhave they not connived at others that have gone 
uato ſuch Things? I fear there are fuch. n.. 
after | Now, by "theſe and the like Means, and by 
Nar- taking Examples from one another, the Seeds of 
bear leigt, Pride, and Vanity, have grown and ſpreads» 
a Fore (among us) than ever they were befory ne 5 


nation, to the Wounding and eden 
of the Souls of the upright in Heart. Ah 
Freedffs, Friends, I have this to ſay to you, from 
the Movings of the Spirit of the LORD in my 
Heart, how will you anſwer it in the Day of Ac- 
count ? You, Ifay, that by your Zaſineſt and Lute. 
ewarmneſs, have let in thoſe offenſive Things upon 
us again; for as our bleſſed Lord ſaid, 
Whojo Kall offend. oue of tbeſe litthe Mat. 18.6 
Ones which believe in me, it were better 
for bim that a Millſtone were hanged about hi; 
Neck, and that he were drowned in the Depth 
the Sea. What will be the Portion of ſuch az 
| theſe? Therefore let all who are concerned 
herein repent, and do their 2 Works, before 
it be too late. 
Again, beſides. Height, Pride and . Fa giant, 
whicl have (I fear) appeared in too many with a 
daring Face, are there not ſome that have very 
much loſt, or been aſhamed: of, the plain Lan- 
both in Healing and writing. | 
Afercher 3 A there not . Who have 
8 into undus Liberty of many Kinds, and o- 
that would be accounted /emething, who have 
me into Contentions, Brols' and Differences, 
{through a covetous and ſelſiſb Spirit) to the Trou- 
ble of the Church? I with there 1 may not. But! 
cannot well paſs by that evi / Spirit of Covetouſ- 
nefs/ without the following Remark. lt is 


RE 1416. 
Time of Refer! 


an abominable Evil in the Sight of the LORD, 


_ <«QHRIST himſelf ſeverely reprellended it 


4. and cautioned to beware thereof; his holy A- 


* poſtles called it Idolatry, and the former. Pro- 


Ee out: againſt it; as did in like 
| 66 Manner 
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in great Meaſure have been kept out: I fay, Are 


they were able, and thereby have ſometimes fended 


Jof Diſcipline (and hindred the Line thereof) from 


| K 
« Manner that worthy Elder Wilkam Edmundſon 
(herein before mentioned) often warning us to 
« beware thereof; where it takes deep Root in 
t the Heart, it is a mercileſs devourins Spirit, 
« not only endeayouring to devorr others, but 
even deſtroy that Mar him/elf who gives Way 
« thereto, and very little can ſtand before it, 
therefore beware thereof wherever it appears.“ 
And laſtly, beſides what I have queried above, 
[here query in a more general Manner, Are there 
not ſome who were once very zealous, and ſtood. 
againlt all thoſe Things I have mentioned, and if 
they had kept their Habitations in the LORD's. 
holy Truth, might have been made ſerviceable 
Inſtruments in his Hand, and as bright Stars 
in the Firmament of his Power, and have 
joined Hand in Hand, and put Shoulder to Shoulder, 
in helping the Fait bf] to keep out thoſe Things; 
ind by which means I am perſuaded they would 


there not ſome of thoſe (tho? I hope not many) 
that now of late Years have been faulty in ſome 
of thoſe Things themſelves, and others who have 
ſtood eaſy, and unconcerned in Mind, while they 
have ſeen and beheld ſome that were going into 
them, and inſtead of helping the zealous and up- 
fight in Heart, have rather clogged and weatned 
their Hands, by openly or /ecretly abetting the cauſe 

of the wrong Spirited and the Diforderly, ſo far as 


of theStroke of Juſtice and Judgment, in the Way 


being ſtretched over ſuch in due Time, according 
to the Nature of their Offences : For if right Temes. 
* Lot =S . R . 5 | ve Y | 


E $7 
ho met obſerved. right Servicer nay be.loff. Where 
as, if true Diſcipline had been duly and rightly 
executed, it might probably have tended to the 
Good of. fuch Offenders themſelves ; as well as the 
Deterring ethers from following their Steps ; but, 


above all, it would have kept up, and eſtabliſhed 


ood Order and Diſcipline in its right line in the 
Each of CHRIST. EE 
The Breaking or Obſtructing this right 
Line of Diſcipline has (I fear) produced 2 
partial conniving amongſt ſome ; for have not 
the Eaſy, Lute-warm, and Indifferent (who have 
loſt their firſt Love) daubed with untempered 
Mortar, while they have endeavoured to 1kreen 
and defend the Covetous, and Troublers of the 
Church ? And, on the other Hand, have not ſuch 
fined with the lule- warm Daubers, when they 
ave been juſtly found Fault withal, and then 
both Sorts have been caſy with the High, Proud 
and Libertines, who alſo in their turn (as they had 
Opportunity) defended the reſt; and thus they 
have ſtrengthened one another, contrary to that 
moſt ſolemn Charge which the Apoſtle Paul gave 


to Timothy, in Relation to the Management of 


the Church Affairs, viz. I charge thee (lays he) be- 
fore GOD, and the LORD JESUS CHRIST and 
the elect Angels, that thou obſerve theſe things, with- 
out preferring one before another, doing nothing fy Par- 
tiality, 1 Tim. v. 21. Such as theſe are Men for 
GOD, and right Judges for Him. They cannot 
ſwerve or be partial to any Party, Perſon, or even 
_neareftRelations, for Favour, Affection, or world- 
h but as to thoſe who are eaſy, lule- warm, 
Parltiaul or cold, or ſuch that are Troublers 25 55 
3 A e | 1 ure 


ſo far as that thereby 1 mean the Generality 


great Servant of the LOD, D, Moſes, how often 


1 
Church of GOD, and who once knew better Thingry 
have this in my Heart to ſay (if there be any 
ſuch, as I fear there are) the LORD's Controverſy 
is againſt them, whether they pretend to be 
Teachers of others, or as Elders, and he will dread- 
fully plead with /#ch above others, for they may 
not only have their own blood to anſwer for, but 
alſo the blood of others ; therefore repent in Time, 
before it be 700 late. If any one ſhall think me 700 


ſharp in what I write, I may tell them it is no pleaſ- 


ing Work to me, for 1do it in a Croſs to my own 
Will, but the Day calls for plain Dealing, and I 
muſt diſcharge my Conſcience. 

But as for you, my dear Friends, who have re- ; 
tained your l Love to GOD, and have ſtood - e. 
zealous for the LORD and his Truth, whether 


you are Miniſters or Elders, young or "eld, what 


| write touches you not; therefore I verily. be- 
lieve you will not be offended at it, for you c 
diſcern from what Spirit I write : But notwith= 
ſtanding I have enumerated ſo many hurtful 
Things which have prevailed upon ſome that have 
been unwwatchful, yet I hope none will miſtake M 


Friends, which I am far from doing ; for I ble 
and know, that the Lord has till a faithful Peo- 
ple in this Nation, which I hope he will peter 
to the End, 

Moreover, I have this in particular to ſay to you 
mat go mourning under the Burden of thoſe Things 
I have mentioned, be not oo much diſcouraged tho 
ſome of your Brethren, that ſhould have hel ped SD 
you, have left you, it was ſo of old; remember that 55 


he 
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he was brought into great Straits, by Oppoſitions | - 
he met with from rebellious Iſrael, yet the LORD || h. 
ſtood by him, and carried him through to the End. 
Remember the Prophets, Elijah, Ezetiel, and Jere- be 
miab, with others, who ſometimes thought they I ne 
ſtood alone, yet the LORD ſtood by them, and |} 
likewiſe carried them through. Remember Paul, in 

who ſaid to Timothy upon Occaſion, that 
no Man ſtood with him, and all they of Aſia * Tim. i. 18. 
turned from him, and he oftentimes met wtih great I in 
Oppoſition and Diſcouragements, yet the LORD ye 
ftood by him, and carried him through: Theſe . 
may be as Examples and Encouragements to you; Q 
therefore ſlack not; your Hands, be not diſmayed I ar 
becauſe of Oppoſitions and Diſcouragements you Q 
or 
ih 
A 
th 
ol 


= meet withal, ſtand your Ground, and be zealous 
for the LORD and his Teſtimony, and though 
4 you cannot do all you Defire, yet do all ou can for hin, 
and the LORD will ſtand by you, as he did by 
them formerly.  -—-.- F555 
Dear Friends, there is another Thing of great I 7 
Conſequence that I have not yet mentioned, I 91 
which has done abundance of Miſchief in the Þ & 
Church, and that is the Fondne/s and Indulgence a, 
of many Parents to their Children, in giving them Þ Þ 
their own Way and Wills ſo long, until the Root pe 
; of Evil has grown and ſpread itſelf forth into ma- II 
ny evil Branches, and at length they have been ve 
fo alienated from Truth and Friends, that fome | _ 
 * of them have run quite out. I could enlarge a» | h. 
Hbundantly upon the vi Effects of tllis fend Indul- 21 
gence, but that I have been fo large already on o. ti 
ther Matters, and that we have ſo many Minutes | 


againſt it. e 
> ES. '- HowerTrh:. 
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not 
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fot 
However I ſay, that tho” ſome godly Parents 


"Wk diſcharged their Duty to their Children, 
which has not had the defired Effect, yet they will 


be clearof their Blood; but I believe toomany LA va 
performed their Duty, by which Neglect their 
Children have taken wrong Liberty, and fallen 


into hurtful Things ; : ſuch Parents muſt be ac- 


countable for it in the Day of the LORD. 
I have already ſpoken of admitting young Men 
into Men's Meetings, but have this to add (not as 
your Director) but as believing it is what Truth 
will lead all right fpirited Friends into in every 
arter, viz, To be very careful not to admit of 
any unleſs they 
ualifications. Firſt, They ſhould; be ſober and 
orderly in their Converſations. Secondly, they 
ſhould be plain and exemplar ary: in their Habit, 
Apparel and Preſſing, likewiſe nd Tatlers. And 
thirdly, 
of their Spiri its, that they will be condeſcending 
4% godly Elders, and not either in their Words 


or Spirits likely to oppoſe them, for I have ob- 
ſerved in my time, that ſome, who have been 
ualifications, have in 


admitted, without theſe 
Time proved great Troublers of the Church, eſ- 
pecially 


come under theſe following 
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that ſo far as Friends can have a Senſe J 


* 1 3 
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if they have had ſſuent Tongues, which 


I have beheld in ſome Places (in my kormer Teas. | 


vels) 7 the Grief of my Soul. 


Another Thing I may obſerve to you, that we 
have a great many young and middle-aged, Men 
Zonverſa- 
tions, and alſo with well to the Proſperity of 
Truth, and yet are (as I may term it) either i- 
n, or too much incumbered i in the . 


us, who- are orderly in their 


91 { 
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| otherwiſe they 


could not be ea 


. 27 
of this World, and- thereby are backward in 
caming up into that Service for Truth, which 
might be capable of, were their 
ſpiritual Senſes rightly exerciſed, but by their 
being /o backward their Senſes grow (as it were) 
dull, for want of Uſe, and 1 beheve 1t will be- 
come the Duty of godly Elders in all the Meet- 


ings where ſuch are, to ir them up to mind the 


Gift that is in them, or if Need be, even to 
rouſe them up to their Duties, as well for their 
own Good, as the Service they» may have for the 
Truth. 

And now, dear Friends, 1 am-come near to 
an End of this very long Epiſtle, and tho? ! 
have been thus large already, yet one Thing 
more, bears Weight upon my Mind, and ! 
without touching upon it, 
Which if it ſhall only tend to a Caution of the 


$6 Younger, my End will be anſwered ; and that 


is relating to the clo/e Joining in Familiarity 
with any dar# oppoſite and unruly Spirits; you 
know we have Minutes againſt it; and the A- 
poſtle Paul was of the /ame Mind, when he ad. 
viſed to have no Company with any who obe ed not 


| their Word, by that Eprfile, 2 Theſ. iii. 14. 16. 


in that Caſe advifeth not to count fuch an E- 


| — but admoniſh him as a Brother, but poſitive- 


ty commands, in the Name of our LORD IE. 
SUS CHRIST, to withdragy from every Brother 
that walked diſorderly, and not after the Tradition 


_ vereivell of the Apoſtle, &c. 2 Theſ. iii. 6. and 


Bkewiſe to have no Fellowſhip with the unfruit- 


* Works of Darkneſs, but ' reprove them. 
Now, if mw of — Who walk W and 
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faithful. 


their Watch, and carry towards them, 
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are in Fellowſhip with Friends, do contract a very 
intimate and unneceſſary Familiarity with Perſons of 
dark or oppoſite Spirits, I believe it will have theſe 
following bad Effects. Furſt, it may rather 
ſtrengthen them in that Spirit, than help to re- 
claim them from their Oppoſition. Secondly, It 
may harden them in Prejudice againſt thoſe that can- 
not do the ſame. Thirdly, It may be of / Ex- 
ample, and tend to the further Hurt of others, 
who are inclined to follow the Steps of the Un- 
But beyond all this, in my Time I have 
obſerved, that even the Orderly themſelves have 
been greatly hurt, at laſt ſome of them 4% there- 
by ; tor having theſe Opportunities of frequent 
Converſation together, and by the continual buz- 
zing Things againſt the Faithful, the Orderly 


have in length of time lent an Ear to them, where- ' 
by Surmiſes and FJealouſies have been begotten, _ 


SF STR 


ther. Hardneſs and Prejudice have entered; and © 


laſtly, a joining in Confederacy with dark Spirits 
zgainſt thoſe who have nothing more in their 


View than the Honour of the LORD, and Good 


of Souls; and by this very means (even to my 


own certain Knowledge) many who (at firft) were 
minded, were caught in this 


orderly and honeſt : 
Snare in the Time of the Separation, and fome ta- 
ken in the ſame in this nation alſo : Therefore 


Ll hope the Orderiy will obſerve our Minutes and 
the Advice and Commands of the ANN and 
Ott 


if they have occaſion (as they may often) to con- 
verſe with any of the other Sort, to #e 


ep Uupor 


 fach 


ſueb who are under Admonition, 


$3 |} 


Truth will lead thereto. 


- 


And now I ſhall conclude, in much brother] 


* 


. 


Love, your dear Friend, 


- 


* 


FOSEPH PIKE, 
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for 1 am ſure 
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1 LLWOOD's heel Hiſtory. 
Barclay's Apology. 
o Croſs No Crown. 
Account of the Life of Then Ellwood; 
of William Edmundſon. 
of John Banks. 
of William Crouch. 
of David Hall. 
of Samuel Bownas. 
of John Richardſon, 
of Gilbert Latey. 
of John Peters. 
of Chriſtopher Story. 
_ of John Taylor. 
"006 Elizabeth Stirredge. 
of Thomas Thompſon. 
of Richard Davies. 
of Benjamin Holme. 5 
of Roger Hebden. 5 
of John Whiting, together with the Chap 
„ ers of many eminent! Friends. SEE 
ef kg Crook, 7: 
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of Benjamin Bangs. 
of Deborah Bell. 
of John Roberts. 
of Elias Oſborne. 
of Alice Hayes. 


of Ann Gwinn, a prudent and virtuous 


Maiden. | 
of Samuel Watſon, 
of Luke Howard. 
of Joſeph Cole. 
of "= Chalkley. 


Far Piety exemplified in the Life and Death of 
Mary Whiting, who departed this Life in the] 


22d Year of her Age. 


Uſeful Obſervations by John Alderſons, a little 


before his Deceaſe. 


Mercy Covering the Judgment Seat, by Richard 


Claridge. 


Ab Care of Parents a Happineſs to Children, by 


William Thompſon, 
Buds and Bloſſoms of Piety, a Poem. 


MWWilliam Shewen's Counſel to the Chriſtian Tras 


veller, &c. 
Ellwood's Davidies, 1 Edition. 


Fruits of Retirement, a Poem, by Mary Molli- 


neux. 

A Collection of Poems * Thomas Ellwood. 
Grounds of a Holy Life 5 Hugh Turford. 
Samuel Criſp's Letters. 


A Short Hiſtory of a Long Trayel from Baby. 


lon to Bethel. | 
Fruits of a Father's Love, by William Penn. 


Dil 


A Letter from William Penn to his Wife and W 


Children. 


Sophia Hume's Extracts from ancient Teſtims: 


nes. 775 
Ditto Exhortation to the Inhabitants of South⸗ ; 


Carolina. 
Ditto Second Epiſtle to Ditto. | 
Jitto Caution to thoſe who . obſerve Days, with 
an Addreſs to Magiſtr ates, Parents, &c. 8 
Remarks on Inoculation for the Small-Pox. 
Some -briet Remarks, by John Griffith. 
A ſerious Addreſs, by "Toba Jeffries, with {ome 
Paſſages of his Life. 
Penn's Reflections and Maxims. 
Ditto Travels into Holland and Cermany. 
Conſiderations on Keeping Negroes, by John 
a little Woolman. 
Joa Pure Wiſdom and human Policy, by Ditto. 
Lichard YA Firſt Book for Children, by Ditto, the third 
Edition, enlarged ; ſold by the Doz. or 100. 
ren, by The Oeconomy of Human "Life. | 
Barclay's Catechiſm. 
| Ekemarks on an Addreſs, by S. Fothergill. 
in Tran Account of the Plague 3 in London. 
An Account of the Life of Armelle Nicolas. 
Large Quarto and Octavo Bibles, Cambridgg 
Molli Edition, with Notes, „ 
I leſs Ditto and Ditto, Oxford Ditto. 
d. Royal Teſtaments. 
Newman's and Cruden's Concordances, 
| BBailey's and Fenning's Dictionaries. 
Baby- dalmon's Geographical Grammar. 
* Viſher's Arithmetic. 
in, [Dillworth's Schoolmaſters Aſſiſtant. 
te and Ward's Mathematicks, and ſundry other n 8 
Books. | | 
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| Blanks of various farts, Account [Books 

Writing and Wrapping Paper by the Ream, 
abt. Sealing Wax, Wafers, Scales, Di. 

 %1ders, Slates, Quills, Black Lead Pencils, Ink. 
ſtands, Penknives, Pocket Books, and | Other 
MPROnary Mere. | 


